Key Concepts for the Grade 3 Assessment 
The key concepts are provided to guide teachers in their classroom instruction as it relates to the assessment. These concepts describe important content emphasis regarding the knowledge and skills eligible for assessment of each strand. 

Science as Inquiry 
1. Questions, Observations, and Predictions 
• Identify which questions can or cannot be answered based on a given scenario 

• Identify which questions can be answered by doing a scientific investigation 

• Identify components of an investigation that help answer testable questions (e.g., select the correct set-up) 

• Predict outcomes based on a given scenario 

• Identify which sense is used to describe observations 

• Make predictions and reach conclusions using one or more sets of data 

• Identify questions that cannot be answered during an investigation or answered using different types of experimentation 

• Identify scientific discoveries that have positively and negatively affected society 

2. Procedures and Tools
• Use more than one source (e.g. Venn diagram and data table) to answer a question 

• Identify the correct way to measure temperature, mass, and volume 

• Select the appropriate tool and units of measurement to answer questions 

• Use a variety of formats (e.g. charts, data tables, and graphs) to describe procedures or experimental results 

• Identify correct safety procedures 

• Identify what needs to be known before beginning an investigation 

• Identify which tools are used to look at objects of different magnification 

• Identify correct procedures in an investigation so that the same investigation can be replicated 

