5th Grade ELA 

Guiding Questions

Unit 1 – Folktales, Tall Tales, and Legends

1. Can students define folktales?

2. Can students identify the elements of tall tales and legends?

3. Can students identify use of exaggeration?

4. Can students make inferences or draw intended conclusions?

5. Can students identify the cultural context of folklore?

6. Can students compare and contrast two folktales?

7. Can students use the writing process efficiently?

8. Can students give oral presentations effectively?

Unit 2 – Informational Articles and Reports
9. Can students identify the characteristics of articles and reports that are           appropriate for various audiences?

10. Can students effectively integrate technology, accessing information on the   Internet and using other informational resources in research? 

11. Can students use the structure of the article to find information they need? 

12. Can students effectively compose a response to an article written for a varied audience? 

13. Can students locate the problem, evidence, and findings within the structure of a report?

14. Can students use the writing process to compose either an article or a report?

15. Can students analyze the differences between an article and a report?

16. Can students evaluate the advantages of reading for information in a selected format?

Unit 3 – Biography and Autobiography

17. Can students identify unique characteristics of a biography/an autobiography?

18. Can students use technology effectively for research?

19. Can students produce a personal narrative composition that shows evidence of knowledge of the biography/autobiography genre?

20. Can students relate a biography/an autobiography they have read to personal experience?

Unit 4 – Short Stories - Adventure
21. Can students identify characteristics of adventure?

22. Can students identify the elements of a short story?

23. Can students synthesize elements to define and compose adventure short stories?

24. Can students explain how a character’s thoughts, words, and actions reveal his or her motivation?

25. Can students identify with a character or situation and convey real-life experiences and relationships that reflect the connection?

26. Can students apply a variety of strategies (e.g., predict, make inferences, question) for reading fiction?

27. Can students make critical comparisons across texts?

Unit 5 – Poetry

28. Can students identify and classify the forms of poetry?

29. Can students determine the elements of poetry?

30. Can students distinguish between narrative and lyric poetry?

31. Can students identify the speaker and explain how point of view affects the poem?

32. Can students identify and explain use of figurative language in poetry?

33. Can students relate poetry to personal experiences by creating work that expresses one’s feelings?

Unit 6 - Novels
34. Can students identify the elements of a novel?

35. Can students analyze elements to determine how a novel differs from a short story?

36. Can students apply a variety of strategies (e.g., predict, make inferences, question) for reading fiction?

37. Can students explain how a character’s thoughts, words, and actions reveal his or her growth through conflict?

38. Can students identify with a character or situation and convey real-life experiences and relationships that reflect the connection?

39. Can students make critical comparisons across texts?

