7th Grade ELA Guiding Questions

Unit 1 – Fiction – Short Stories and Novels
1. Can students differentiate among the types of fiction?

2. Can students explain the defining characteristics of literary forms and genres?

3. Can students interpret ideas and information in literary text in order to generate connections to real-life situations?

4. Can students identify reoccurring themes, patterns, and symbols found in literature from different eras and cultures?

5. Can students decide what is important in text and synthesize information by removing irrelevant repeated information?
6. Can students draw inferences before and after reading?

Unit 2 – Modern Fantasy and Science Fiction

7. Can students analyze the main elements of Fantasy and Science Fiction?

8. Can students interpret and analyze significant literary techniques: imagery, satire, simile, flashback, irony, metaphor and foreshadowing?

9. Can students make critical comparisons across texts noting author’s style as well as literal and implied content of text?

10. Can students recognize universal truths and themes?

11. Can students explain interactions and conflicts (man vs. man, man vs. self, man vs. nature, man vs. society) or conflicts between major and minor characters and analyze how the interactions affect the plot?
12. Can students relate science fiction to personal experiences?

Unit 3 – Content Area Reading/Information Non-Fiction

13. Can students understand and analyze differences in structure and purpose between various categories of informational materials (textbooks, newspapers, instructional manuals)?

14. Can students locate information by using a variety of consumer, workplace, and public documents?

15. Can students analyze texts that use the sequential, comparison/contrast, and cause/effect organizational patterns? 

16. Can students identify and trace the development of an author’s argument, point of view or perspective in texts?

17. Can students correctly document sources in a works cited lists or bibliography?

18. Can students apply the writing process effectively by writing a report containing information from collected from various resources?

Unit 4 – Ode to Me Poetry
19. Can students describe the defining characteristics of poetry?

20. Can students distinguish between narrative and lyric poetry?

21. Can students identify elements and forms of poetry?

22. Can students describe how the poet’s and speaker’s points of view affects the text?

23. Can students analyze figurative language in poetry?

24. Can students relate poetry to personal experiences?

Unit 5 – Propaganda/Persuasion
25. Can students note instances of unsupported, fallacious reasoning, persuasion, or propaganda in text of media?

26. Can students identify persuasive and propaganda techniques used in media and identify false and misleading information?

27. Can students access the adequacy, accuracy, and appropriateness of the author’s evidence to support claims and assertions, noting instances of bias and stereotyping?

28. Can students apply persuasive and propaganda techniques orally, as well as in                           

      essays, letters, and other student made compositions to influence others?
 Unit 5 – Speech and Drama

29. Can students identify the elements of drama?

30. Can students analyze techniques authors use to describe characters, including the narrator?

31. Can students identify and explain the point of view of the narrator or other characters, as expressed in the characters words, thoughts or actions?  
32. Can students identify a universal theme expressed in a play and relate it to personal experience?

33. Can students interpret a story, prose, speech or play with poise, quality, and use of voice, inflections, enunciations, pronunciations, and physical expressions?

34. Can students create and write an organized plan for extemporaneous speaking?
