English III Guiding Questions

Unit 1:  Colonial Period in American Literature

1. Can students draw conclusions and make inferences about the development of the contemporary American Identity from visual and written text?

2. Can students access and synthesize information from a variety of resources and present their findings in both written and oral responses?
3. Can students identify the primary characteristics of the colonial period and explain how they are reflected in the literature of the age? 
4. Can students analyze narrative accounts of early settlers and infer realities of early colonial life?
5. Can students demonstrate how the views and beliefs of the American Indians compare and contrast with those of early American settlers?
6. Can students apply personal colonial narratives read to create a personal composition?  
7. Can students analyze ways in which writers, poets, and scholars, such as Jonathan Edwards and Anne Bradstreet use imagery and figurative language in works to describe experiences, to convey meaning and to influence their audiences?

8. Can students analyze historical descriptions of the earliest days of Plymouth Plantation and infer what they reveal about the Pilgrims?
9. Can students connect events from the past such as the Salem witchcraft trials to

     contemporary situations that mirror the same human errors and consequences? 
Unit 2: The Revolutionary Period in American Literature

10. Can students identify the primary characteristics of the revolutionary period and how they are reflected in the literature of the period? 
11. Can students explain how relevant events from an autobiography, such as that of Ben Franklin, can be considered relevant to their daily lives?

12. Can students explain how Thomas Paine’s use of diction and figurative language are effective tools that convey tone in his persuasive essays?

13. Can students demonstrate how the historical documents of the period reflect the early patriots’ views of freedom and how their views compare to the students’ personal views? 

14. Can students identify the techniques of good persuasive writing and develop an essay based on these techniques?

Unit 3:  The National Period in American Literature

15. Can students identify the primary characteristics of the national period and how they are reflected in the literature of the period?

16. Can students identify the qualities of Romantic writing in a poem by William Cullen Bryant?

17. Can students demonstrate how the basic elements of short stories by writers like Washington Irving and Nathaniel Hawthorne contribute to discovery of meaning in their works?
18. Can students show how Edgar Allan Poe uses imagery and figurative language to create suspense in his poems and short stories?
19. Can students list the characteristics of transcendentalism and explain how Thoreau and Emerson’s views of nature and mankind reflect transcendental ideas?

20. Can students analyze Henry David Thoreau’s essay Of Civil Disobedience and demonstrate what it reveals about his views of government and what it reveals about Thoreau?         
GQs span from Units 3-5 (American author research project)
21. Can students explain how works by contemporary American writers of various cultures convey their perceptions of American life?
22. Can students describe how the experiences of contemporary authors are expressed in their works?
Unit 4:  The Civil War Period in American Literature

23.  Can students identify the primary characteristics of the Civil War period and how they are reflected in the literature of the period? 
24.  Can students explain what the letters and journals of the period reveal about the people and their emotions and how any of their experiences are similar to or different from those of today?
25.  Can students demonstrate how the writings of the Civil War period affected political thought and action?
26.   Can students compare and contrast an autobiography of a black American from this period with autobiographies of white Americans from an earlier time?
27.  Can students analyze African American spirituals to show what they reveal about people and identify the effect of the refrains in the spirituals?
28.  Can students demonstrate how poets, such as Emily Dickinson and Walt Whitman, use imagery and figurative language to create mood and convey meaning in their poems?
GQs span from Units 3-5 (American author research project)
21. Can students explain how works by contemporary American writers of various cultures convey their perceptions of American life?
29.  Can students describe how the experiences recorded by modern or contemporary authors compare to real-life experiences?
Unit 5:  The Rise of Realism and Naturalism in American Literature

30. Can students identify the primary characteristics of the period of Realism and Regionalism, how they are reflected in the literature of the age, and how they contrast with the literature of the Romantic period?
31. Can students identify the characteristics of “local color” and realism as they appear in the work of Kate Chopin, Bret Harte, and Mark Twain?
32. Can students explain the characteristics of naturalism and how the short stories of the time reflect the primary traits of naturalism?

33. Can students analyze the important story elements used by short story writers of the day and how the elements contribute to the meaning of the works?
34. Can students demonstrate how the poets Edgar Lee Masters, Edwin Arlington Robinson, and Paul Laurence Dunbar use imagery and figurative language to reveal character?
35. Can students identify and trace satirical elements characteristic of the works of Mark Twain? 

GQs span from Units 3-5 (American author research project)
21. Can students explain how works by contemporary American writers of various cultures convey their perceptions of American life?
29.  Can students describe how the experiences recorded by modern or contemporary authors compare to real-life experiences?
Unit 6:  The Early Years of the Twentieth Century  

36. Can students identify the primary characteristics of the early twentieth century and how they are reflected in the literature of the age?
37. Can students demonstrate how the psychological effects of World War I are reflected in the works of the period, as well as in the characters portrayed in the fiction?
38. Can students show how early twentieth-century fiction writers use imagery and figurative language in their works to create atmosphere, develop character, and convey meaning?
39. Can students analyze the works of the Harlem Renaissance writers to show what they reveal about their struggles?
40. Can students demonstrate how the poets of the early twentieth century use imagery and figurative language to reveal their perception of American life?
41. Can students analyze the elements of modern drama and compare text to film?
Unit 7:  The Mid/Late Twentieth Century and Beyond in American Literature

42. Can students identify characteristics of the mid/late twentieth-century and explain how they are reflected in the literature of the age?
43. Can students describe how the experiences recorded by contemporary authors compare to real-life experiences?

44. Can students present their findings and analysis of a contemporary author’s life and work (s) in a speech?

45.  Can students determine how the modern media affect contemporary attitudes and values? 
46. Can students identify examples of late twentieth century poets’ use of imagery and figurative language and compare them to early twentieth-century poets’ use of imagery and figurative language?
