English IV Guiding Questions

Unit 1:  The Anglo-Saxon Period in English Literature
1. Can students list the characteristics of Anglo-Saxon literature and explain how they are reflected in the literature of the age?
2. Can students identify a personal hero and the characteristics or traits that deem this person as such?

3. Can students identify the characteristics of an epic poem and show how these general characteristics apply to Beowulf, the Anglo-Saxon epic?

4.  Can students compare and contrast the English national epic Beowulf to other world epics and to the literature of today?

5. Can students recognize the oral tradition evident in the riddles of Anglo-Saxon culture and its presence in today's literature?

6. Can students compare Anglo-Saxon riddles to various other cultures and time periods?

7. Can students demonstrate how the ideal of the typical Anglo-Saxon warrior is reflected in Anglo-Saxon literature?

8. Can students recognize the melancholy and sadness 

      present in the literature of  this age, particularly, in its  elegies? 

9. Can students compare and contrast characters and situations in Anglo-Saxon literature to people and life today?

Unit 2:  The Medieval Period: England During the Age of Chivalry and Feudalism
10. Can students identify the primary characteristics of the medieval period and explain how they are reflected in the literature of the period?
11. Can students explain how Geoffrey Chaucer uses direct and indirect characterization to create the pilgrims in The Canterbury Tales?

12. Can students recognize that Chaucer’s pilgrims are a reflection of the age?

13. Can students analyze Chaucer’s use of humor in his work and evaluate its effectiveness?
14. Can students explain ways in which the genres and the themes of Chaucer’s famous tales reflect the characteristics of the pilgrims who tell them? 
15. Can students compare a medieval ballad to 

 the popular music of today?  
16. Can students identify character traits of Sir Gawain in themselves, in their friends, and in Chaucer’s famous pilgrims?
17. Can students recognize the importance of legend and myth, both in the world of the Middle Ages and in our world today?
Unit 3:  Elizabethan Period: The Renaissance Comes to England

18. Can students identify characteristics of the Elizabethan period and how those characteristics are reflected in the literature of the period?
19. Can students explain why the subjects and themes of Shakespearean plays are as relevant today as they were in Shakespeare’s day? 

20. Can students identify elements in tragic plays such as Macbeth or Hamlet that distinguish them as Shakespearean tragedy? 

21. Can students demonstrate how characters in Macbeth or Hamlet compare or contrast with characters in other classic works or with real-life persons (e.g. friends, teachers, celebrities, politicians)

22. Can students identify the characteristics of the sonnet and explain its organization and the significance of the figurative language (e.g., metaphor) used?

23. Can students demonstrate how the various prose writers of the period use the genre?

24. Can students identify personal symbols to serve as metaphors for life?

   Unit 4:  Seventeenth Century: The Puritans and Restoration
25. Can students identify characteristics of the seventeenth century and how they are reflected in the literature of the period? 

26. Can students analyze John Milton’s main characters in his epic poem Paradise Lost? Can students identify the hero and define his character?

27. Can students identify Cavalier poets’ view of courtly themes such as love, honor, and devotion and how these themes are apparent in their poems?

28. Can students list and give examples of the characteristics of metaphysical poetry and explain how it differs from the works of the Cavalier poets?

29. Can students draw conclusions about life in the seventeenth century from reading Samuel Pepys’ Diary?
   Unit 5:  The Eighteenth Century: The Age of Reason
30. Can students identify major characteristics of the eighteenth century and explain how they are reflected in the literature of the period?
31. Can students demonstrate how Jonathan Swift’s use of satire in Gulliver’s Travels reflects his discontent with the politics and religion of his day and explain why his satire is effective?

32. Can students define a mock epic and identify characteristics of this poetic type in Alexander Pope’s Rape of the Lock? 

33. Can students analyze Thomas Gray’s use of imagery in “Elegy Written in a Country Churchyard” to create mood and develop the theme of the poem?

34. Can students identify similarities in seventeenth century prose and modern prose?

35. Can students analyze the effectiveness of ideas, the information included, and the descriptive details   about Samuel Johnson?
36. Can students analyze and evaluate techniques to receive information from a variety of media?
Unit 6:  The Romantic Period: Turning to Imagination, Fantasy, and Nature
37. Can students identify the primary characteristics of the Romantic period and how those characteristics are reflected in the literature of the period? 

38. Can students define the term ode and identify aspects of the ode evident in the odes of poets such as Percy Bysse Shelley and John Keats? 
39. Can students analyze The Rime of the Ancient Mariner in terms of how Samuel Taylor Coleridge used imagery to create atmosphere and express the theme of the poem?
40. Can students compare and contrast sonnets by William Wordsworth with sonnets by earlier poets?
41. Can students explain how Wordsworth’s use of figurative language in his poetry reflects his belief in romanticism?

Unit 7:  The Victorian Period: Power and Change
42. Can students identify distinctive characteristics of the Victorian period and how they are reflected in the literature of the period?
43. Can students explain how the Victorian poets use imagery and figurative language to develop characters and events and to express the meaning of a poem?

44. Can students explain the philosophical assumptions of Tennyson and see their relevance in today’s world?

45. Can students identify the defining characteristics of the dramatic monologue and identify characteristics of the type evident in the poems of Robert Browning? 

46. Can students identify ways in which Victorian novelists expressed social issues of the day in their works?
47. Can students compare and contrast the problems of main characters in  Victorian plays and novels to problems of people today?
48. Can students understand the relationships between the people and the way they use humor?

Unit 8:  The Twentieth Century: Moving Beyond the Age of Realism
49. Can students identify both the main characteristics of the modern era and the ways they are reflected in the literature of the period? 

50. Can students explain how the post-modern poet’s use of imagery and figurative language differs from how the poets of the previous generation used those devices?

51. Can students identify how character of a modern novelist reflect the rapidly changing society in which they live? 
52. Can students analyze a feminist work and explain how it reveals the author’s perception of the progress achieved by oppressed segments of society? 

53. Can students understand the shift that comes as modernist thought becomes apparent in the writings of this period?

54. Can students understand the changes that have produced a contemporary literature of Britain?
55. Can students trace philosophical thought across several periods in British literature?
