3rd Grade Social Studies Guiding Questions
Unit 1:  Louisiana Geography

1.  Can students understand and describe the characteristics and uses of various maps?

2.  Can students use geographic tools to locate major geographic features on a map and       

     compare Various areas of Louisiana?

3.  Can students explain patterns of settlement in Louisiana, past and present?
Unit 2:  Changes in Louisiana’s Landscape Over Time
4. Can students describe the human characteristics of places in Louisiana?

5. Can students explain how people and the physical environment have changed over time in Louisiana?

6. Can students describe ways in which people in Louisiana have modified the physical environment over time to meet basic needs?

7. Can students name examples of physical processes affecting Louisiana?
Unit 3:  Louisiana’s History and People
8.   Can students explain patterns of settlements in Louisiana across time?

9.   Can students explain why people settled in Louisiana and how the physical 

      environment was adapted to meet their needs?

10. Can students compare various cultures and identify the cultural elements that have

      contributed to Louisiana’s heritage?

11. Can students use primary and secondary resources to locate information about  

      Louisiana’s past?

12. Can students identify and describe the significance of several state and national    landmarks and symbols?

Unit 4:  Louisiana’s Riches and Small Businesses

13. Can students identify natural resources in Louisiana and their uses and importance?

14. Can students identify various resources in the production of goods and provision of   

      services?

15. Can students identify goods produced in the local community and Louisiana and how    

      these goods are shipped elsewhere for sale?
16. Can students understand the concepts of scarcity  and abundance?

17. Can students provide examples of economic choice and explain the concept of  

      opportunity cost?

18. Can students understand the concept of specialization and interdependence of goods   

      and services?

19. Can students understand the relationship of producers and consumers?
20. Can students understand basic principles of supply and demand?

21. Can students compare benefits and costs when making choices? 
Unit 5:  Government:  Louisiana and the United States

22. Can students identify individuals responsible for making and enforcing 

      state laws?
23. Can students distinguish between rules and laws?

24. Can students explain the responsibilities of individuals in making a community a

      better place to live?

25. Can students identify how citizens can help solve community problems?

26. Can students describe the major responsibilities of state government and key  

      government positions?
27. Can students explain the election process of state and national government officials?
