American History 

Guiding Questions

Unit 1: The Industrial Nation
1. Can students compare, analyze, and explain historical periods or conflicts in terms of similar issues, actions, or trends in U.S. history? 

2. Can students use and evaluate multiple primary or secondary source materials to interpret historical facts, ideas, or issues? 

3. Can students interpret or analyze historical data found in multiple sources to explain historical trends? 

4. Can students explain the impact of industrialization on the United States? 

5. Can students explain the relationship between business and the government? 
6. Can students describe the impact of technology on American society?

Urban 2: Migration and Migration West
7. Can students describe multiple perspectives on a historical issue or event in U.S. history? 

8. Can students determine when to use primary or secondary sources? 

9. Can students explain mass migration to and within the United States? 

10. Can students describe the impact of government migration policy?

11. Can students explain the cause and impact of urbanization in the late nineteenth century?

12. Can students describe the problems that farmers and laborers faced?

Unit 3: The Progressive Movement 

13. Can students explain the role of the media, political leaders, and intellectual leaders in  

            raising the awareness of social problems in America in the late nineteenth and early    

            twentieth centuries? 

14. Can students explain the goals and accomplishments of the Progressive Movement? 

15. Can the students explain the changing relationship between labor and industry? 
16. Can students describe problems facing farmers, the ways that they sought to enact change, and the response of the government and business community?
Unit 4: World War I
17. Can students assess the credibility of a given historical document? 

18. Can students use a world map to locate and explain the emergence of imperial power? 

19. Can students explain the U.S. policy of imperialism and how it increased U.S. involvement in world affairs? 

20. Can students explain the causes of World War I? 

21. Can students identify and describe significant events and issues during World War I? 

      Unit 5: The Roaring Twenties
22. Can students use a variety of resources to conduct historical research and present the research in appropriate formats? 

23. Can students explain how U.S. foreign and domestic policy was affected by World War I? 

24. Can students explain the cultural changes that occurred in the 1920s? 

25. Can students explain why civil liberties were threatened in the aftermath of World War I? 

Unit 6: Great Depression and the New Deal
26. Can students identify the causes and impact of the Great Depression on American society? 

27. Can students explain the reasons for government expansion during the Great Depression? 

28. Can students analyze the effects of the New Deal legislation?

Unit 7: World War II 
29. Can students propose and defend alternative courses of action to address a historic or contemporary issue, and evaluate their positive and negative implications? 

30. Can students interpret a political cartoon depicting a historical event, issue, or perspective? 

31. Can students explain the causes of and conditions that led to the outbreak of World War II?   

32. Can students explain how the United States became involved in World War II?

33. Can students explain the major events, key turning points, and key leaders of World War II? 
34. Can students explain the impact of World War II, including the Holocaust, on Europe and the United States?
35. Can students evaluate and use multiple primary or secondary materials to interpret historical facts, ideas, or issues related to World War II?
Unit 8: The Cold War
36. Can students analyze change and continuity over time based on information in stimulus material? 

37. Can students analyze the point of view of a historical figure or group in U.S. history? 

38. Can students explain the consequences and impact of World War II? 

39. Can students explain the spread of Communism after World War II and its impact on U.S. foreign policy? 

40. Can students explain the conflicts that resulted from Cold War tensions and the effect the Cold War had on American society and domestic policies? 

41. Can students explain the reasons for the end of the Cold War and the impact it had on America and on the world?

Unit 9: A Time of Upheaval

42. Can students construct a narrative summary of a historical speech or address? 

43. Can students explain the impact of post-World War II domestic policies on life in the United States? 

44. Can students identify the primary leaders of the Civil Rights Movement and describe major issues and accomplishments? 

45. Can students identify and describe social changes during the 1960s?

46. Can students analyze the conflicts that resulted from Cold War tensions?

47. Can students describe the effects of Watergate on the United States and its political system? 

48. Can students evaluate various means of achieving equality in political rights?
49. Can students identify and describe the social and cultural changes from the 1960s to the present?
50. Can students analyze contemporary issues in American society and suggest alternative solutions?
Unit 10: The United States and the World: Issues and Challenges
51. Can students evaluate the effects of the mass media on American society? 

52. Can students describe the impact of technology on American society? 

53. Can students analyze contemporary issues in American society and suggest alternative solutions? 

54. Can students identify recent Supreme Court decisions and describe how they impact political and social institutions? 

55. Can students describe the relationship of the United States and nations of the world in the post-Cold War era?

56. Can students identify recent trends in the U.S. economy and explain shifts in government policy designed to address them? 

57. Can students identify and explain domestic issues and reform movements?

58. Can students evaluate and use multiple primary or secondary materials to interpret historical facts, ideas, or issues?
