Civics Guiding Questions

Unit 1:  Rights and Responsibilities of American Citizenship and Principles of American Government
1.  Can students identify the services and protections the government provides citizens?

2.   Can students identify the need for government?

3.   Can students identify services and protections the government provides citizens?
4.  Can students identify what forms of government exist in the world today?
5.   Can students articulate why the government provides social services (e.g., unemployment benefits, Medicare, Medicaid)?

6.   Can students explain how majority rule supports democracy?

7.  Can students identify why it is important to understand how other countries are governed?
8.  Can students identify why it is important to understand how other countries are governed?

9.  Can students identify the branches of government and their purposes?

10.  Can students explain the roles and responsibilities of the branches of government?

11.  Can students identify the powers associated with each branch of government?
12.  Can students explain the vision of the Founding Fathers in designing a government with different branches of government?

13.  Can students identify key European philosophers who influenced the development of the American democratic government?
   14.  Can students explain the purpose and importance of key historical documents (e.g., United States Constitution) in the United States government?

15.  Can students explain compromises that were necessary to create the United States Constitution?
16.  Can students identify and explain the importance of the Bill of Rights and the Fourteenth Amendment?
17.  Can students explain the importance of the United States Constitution as the supreme law of the land?
18.  Can students define social injustice and give an example in American society?

19.  Can students define civic responsibility and give an example in American society?
Unit 2:  Political Parties, Elections, Interest Groups, and the Legislative Branch of the Federal Government  

20.  Can students identify the major political parties and their ideological differences?

21.  Can students explain the campaign process and its importance to the American election system? 

22.  Can students explain the importance of the media and public opinion in American politics?

23.  Can students define and identify propaganda techniques?

24.  Can students explain why it is important to have a knowledgeable and competent citizenry?

25. Can students explain the roles of lobbyists, special interest groups, and association sin the American political process?

26.  Can students define and give examples of political leadership?

27.  Can students explain the purpose and importance of public service?

28.  Can students identify the branches of government and their purposes?

29.  Can students explain the roles and responsibilities of the branches of government? 

30.  Can students identify the powers associated with each branch of government?

31.  Can students explain how a bill becomes a law?

Unit 3:  Executive and Judicial Branches, State/ Local Government, and Taxation 
26.  Can students define and give examples of political leadership?

28.  Can students identify the branches of government and their purposes?

29.  Can students explain the roles and responsibilities of the branches of government? 

30.  Can students identify the powers associated with each branch of government?

32.  Can students analyze key decisions of landmark Supreme Court cases?

33.  Can students explain the differences between the structure and functions of state and local governments?
34.  Can students distinguish different types of taxes?
35.  Can students state the purposes and uses of particular taxes?

36.  Can students explain the fairness issue related to different types of taxes?

Unit 4:  International Relations  
42.  Can students define domestic and foreign policy and given an example of each?
43.  Can students explain the purpose, importance, and role of the United Nations Can students measure angles to the nearest degree with a protractor?

44.  Can students identify and explain how the United States government protects its national interests?

45.  Can students explain how protecting national interest could cause problems with other foreign powers?
46.  Can students identify the major political divisions in the world and explain why they exist?

47.  Can students explain how and why nation states interact?

Supplementary Enrichment:  Economics
37.  Can students identify factors involved in deciding what and how much to produce?

38.  Can students identify the four elements of production?

40.  Can students explain differences between traditional, command, market, and mixed communities?

41.  Can students identify the different types of business organizations in a market econom

