.Guiding Questions by Unit
Unit 1:

1.  Can students use graphic organizers to compare/contrast a variety of text including fiction and nonfiction?

2.  Can students respond to text using prior knowledge and life experiences?

3.  Can students identify the characteristics of various genre?

4.  Can students describe a character’s traits, actions, relationships, and motivation?

5.  Can students use “pre-reading-” and “during reading-” comprehension strategies as they read and respond       

     to various genre?

6.  Can students analyze and write personal narratives and written responses using correct standard English         
     usage and parts of speech?
Unit 2:

1.  Can students make and confirm predictions?

2.  Can students support differences between fact and opinion?

3.  Can students determine and justify solutions to problems in texts?

4.  Do students recognize the importance of higher-order thinking in the reading process? 

5.  Do students consider prior knowledge and life experience as they reflect on what they  read?

6.  Can students write a descriptive composition containing correct Standard English usage?

Unit 3:

1.  Can students define what poetry is or give examples of types of poetry?

2.  Can students explain why people read poetry?

3.  Can students identify literary devices used by a poet?

4.  Can students express how a poet/playwright helps them understand a concept, compare objects or    

       ideas, or provide a new way to look at a subject?

5.  Can students describe the mood or feeling created by a poet or playwright?

6.  Can students use poetic language and form to express their own thoughts and feelings?

7.  Can students use correct standard English usage and apply the skills they have learned thus far?

Unit 4:

1.  Can students identify informational text?

2.  Can students determine the purposes for reading informational text?

3.  Can students determine how informational text is organized?

4.  Can students pose literal, interpretive, and evaluative questions?

5.  Can students identify and use graphic aids, print features, and organizational aids found in informational texts? 

6.  Can students articulate their interests and pursue answers to their content questions by reading informational texts? 

7.  Can students write their own informational articles that include components studied in this unit?

Unit 5:

1.  Can students determine which resources are appropriate for a specific purpose and use them 

       accordingly?

2.  Can students use skimming and scanning skills in complex reading selections?

3.  Can students locate, read, and interpret information on timelines, and charts, graphs,    

       diagrams, schedules, tables, and maps?

4.  Can students paraphrase information and take notes from multiple sources?

5.  Can students evaluate the usefulness of sources and compile a list for publication?

6.  Can students use available technology to publish a variety of works?

7.  Can students write a research paper for publication and respond to nonfiction literature using 

     Standard English?

Unit 6:

1.   Can student identify main idea and supporting details?

2.   Can students write a multi-paragraph composition with an introduction and conclusion with supporting      

      details in a logical order?

3.   Can students effectively use the writing process (prewriting, drafting, revising, editing, and       

      publishing)?

4.  Can students use correct Standard English and varied sentence structure when writing compositions? 

Unit 7:

1.  Can students identify what makes a biography or an autobiography worth reading?

2.  Can students determine how accurate a biography or an autobiography is?

3.  Can students identify criteria for making a biography or an autobiography interesting?

4.  Can students demonstrate how a biographer’s or an autobiographer’s writing style is used to “hook” the 
     reader?

5. Can students identify the author’s viewpoint?

6. Can students research and present biographies? 

7. Can students write using standard English usage?

Unit 8:

1.  Can students reflect on their literature experiences during the school year to choose a favorite author to research?

2. Can students analyze and articulate what is unique about the author’s writing technique or body of work?

3. Can students explain how the author’s life experience is reflected in his/her work?

4. Can students distinguish elements of the author’s style that are appealing or effective?

5. Can students offer persuasive reasons why this author’s work should be read? 

6. Can students write persuasive letters and book reviews using standard English structure? 

