8th grade Social Studies: Unit 1: Geography 

Comprehensive Curriculum

Concept Correlation

Unit 1: Geography
Time Frame:  3 Weeks

	Big Picture: (Taken from Unit Description and Student Understanding)

· Interpreting and developing maps and other geographic representations (graphs, globes, charts, visuals) aids in analyzing spatial distribution and settlement patterns.
· Physical geography has affected the development and the physical environment of Louisiana (and the rest of the world).




	Guiding Questions
	Activities

Essential Activities are denoted with an asterisk
	GLEs
	Documentation

Documented GLEs

GLEs Bloom’s Level

GLEs

Date and Method of Assessment

Use time zones in the United States or the International Date Line to interpret a map or representation of a globe and calculate current times in different places (G-1A-M2) (Synthesis)
1

Locate major landforms and geographic features, places, and bodies of water/waterways on a map of Louisiana (G-1A-M2) (Evaluation)
2

Construct a map based on given narrative information (G-1A-M2) (Evaluation) 

3

Construct a chart or diagram to display geographical information in an organized way (G-1A-M2) (Synthesis)

4

Describe and analyze the distinguishing physical and/or human characteristics of Louisiana regions (G-1B-M1) (Synthesis)
5

Describe ways in which location and physical features have influenced historical events in LA and the development of the state (e.g., Mississippi River/swamp in the Battle of New Orleans) (G-1B-M2) (Evaluation)
6

Explain how or why specific regions are changing as a result of physical phenomena (e.g., changes in the coastal wetlands) (G-1B-M3) (Synthesis)
7

Identify and describe factors that cause a Louisiana region to change (e.g., natural occurrences, disasters, migration)  (G-1B-M3) (Synthesis)
8

Explain ways in which goals, cultures, interests, inventions, and technological advances have affected people’s perceptions and uses of places or regions in Louisiana (G-1B-M4) (Synthesis)

9

Analyze the population characteristics and other demographic information about the United States and Louisiana, including rates of increase/decrease for demographic variables (G-1C-M2) (Synthesis)
10

Explain why humans settled and formed societies in specific regions or why immigrant groups (e.g., Acadians) settled in specific areas of Louisiana (G-1C-M3) (Application)
11 

Analyze, evaluate, and predict consequences of environmental modifications on Louisiana landforms, natural resources, and plant or animal life (G-1D-M1) (Evaluation
14

Analyze the benefits and challenges of the Louisiana physical environments on its inhabitants (e.g., flooding, soil, climate conducive to growing certain plants) (G-1D-M2) certain plants) (G-1D-M2) (Evaluation)
15

Analyze the distribution and uses of Louisiana’s natural resources (G-1D-M3) (Analysis)

16

Identify a contemporary Louisiana geographic issue, and research possible solutions (G-1D-M4) (Synthesis)
17

Describe and analyze the impact of Louisiana’s geographical features on historic events, settlement patterns, economic development, etc. (H-1D-M4) (Synthesis)
78

Explain how Louisiana’s natural resources have shaped its history (e.g. petroleum) (Synthesis)

79

Trace the state’s economic development and growth toward economic diversity (e.g. fur trade, tourism, technology) (H-1D-M5) (Synthesis)
80



	Concept 1:  Louisiana’s Physical Geography 

1. Can students use time zones in the United States or the International Date Line to interpret a map or representation of a globe and calculate current times in different places? 

2. Can students locate major landforms and geographic features, places, and bodies of water/waterways on a map of Louisiana? 

3. Can students construct a map based on narrative information?

4. Can students construct a chart or diagram to display geographical information in an 

      organized way?

5. Can students describe 

       ways in which location

       and physical features 

       have influenced 

       historical events in 

      Louisiana and the 

      development of the  

       state?
	*Activity 1: Review of Geographic Map Skills
	N/A
	

	
	*Activity 2: Telling Time

GQ 1
	1
	

	
	*Activity 3: Constructing a Map from a Narrative 

GQ 3, 4        
	3, 4
	

	
	*Activity 4:  Identifying Louisiana Geographic Features 

GQ 2      
	2, 3
	

	
	*Activity 5: Louisiana Rivers, Cities and Roads 

GQ 5    
	2, 6, 9
	

	Concept 2:  Louisiana’s Physical Environment
6. Can students explain how or why specific regions are changing as a result of physical phenomena?

7. Can students identify and describe factors that cause a Louisiana region to change?

8. Can students explain ways in which goals, cultures, interests, inventions, and technological advances have affected people’s perceptions and uses of places or regions in Louisiana? 

9. Can students describe and  analyze the distinguishing physical, and/or human 

     characteristics of  

      Louisiana 

      regions?

28. Can students analyze the 
      distribution and uses of 
       Louisiana’s natural 
       resources?

30.  Can students explain 
       how Louisiana’s natural 
       resources have shaped 
        Louisiana’s history


	*Activity 6:  Introduction to Natural Resources 

 GQ 28, 30 
	N/A
	

	
	*Activity 7:  Natural Resources 

 GQ 28, 30

	16, 43, 79


	

	
	*Activity 8: Charting Louisiana’s Natural Resources 

 GQ 28, 30

	4, 42, 78, 80
	

	
	*Activity 9: Louisiana’s Physical Environment (Introductory Activity)
	7, 8
	

	
	*Activity 10: Louisiana’s Vanishing Habitat
GQ 6, 7, 8, 9
	7, 8, 9, 14,  28, 17
	

	Concept 3:   Louisiana’s Population
5. Can students describe ways in which location and physical features have influenced historical events in Louisiana and the development of the state? 

 9.  Can students describe   

      and  analyze the 
      distinguishing  

      physical, and/or human 

      characteristics of  

      Louisiana 

      Regions?


	*Activity 11: Louisiana’s Population Distribution & Settlement Patterns 

GQ 5, 9
	2, 4, 5, 6, 10, 11, 15
	

	
	*Activity 12:  Location, Location, Location: Pros and Cons
GQ 5
	15
	



Reflections


Unit 1 Concept 1:  Louisiana’s Physical Geography 

GLEs

*Bolded GLEs are assessed in this unit.

	1
	Use time zones in the United States or the International Date Line to interpret a map or representation of a globe and calculate current times in different places (G-1A-M2) (Synthesis)

	2
	Locate major landforms and geographic features, places, and bodies of water/waterways on a map of Louisiana (G-1A-M2) (Evaluation)

	3
	Construct a map based on given narrative information (G-1A-M2) (Evaluation) 

	4
	Construct a chart or diagram to display geographical information in an organized way (G-1A-M2) (Synthesis)

	6
	Describe ways in which location and physical features have influenced historical events in LA and the development of the state (e.g., Mississippi River/swamp in the Battle of New Orleans) (G-1B-M2) (Evaluation)

	9
	Explain ways in which goals, cultures, interests, inventions, and technological advances have affected people’s perceptions and uses of places or regions in Louisiana (G-1B-M4) (Synthesis)

	
	

	Guiding Questions:

· Use time zones in the United States or the International Date Line to interpret a map or representation of a globe and calculate current times in different places

· Locate major landforms and geographic features, places, and bodies of water/waterways on a map of Louisiana

· Construct a map based on narrative information

· Construct a chart or diagram to display geographical information in an organized way

· Describe ways in which location and physical features have influenced historical events in Louisiana and the development of the state


	Vocabulary:

· Meridians

· Parallels

· Longitude vs. Latitude

· Compass Rose

· Map Scale

· Cardinal Direction

· Intermediate Direction

· Types of Maps: physical (topography), political, demographical, geographical

· Relative vs. Absolute Location

· Natural Resources (Biological, Mineral, Renewable, Non-renewable, Above/Below Ground)

	Key Concepts:
· Compare the uses of different types of maps, including two different types of maps of the same area
· Read and interpret a graph, chart, or diagram

· Read and interpret a map, using a map key/legend and symbols, distance scale, compass rose, and cardinal or intermediate directions 
· Locate major features on a map of an area of the world, referring to the equator, the Prime Meridian, the hemispheres, the Tropic of Cancer, the Tropic of Capricorn, the North and South Pole, or latitude and longitude
· Construct a map based on given narrative information
· Add features to a map based on given narrative information (for example, the location of capital/major cities, major landforms, bodies of water, battle sites)
· Construct a chart or diagram to display geographical information in an organized way 



	Assessment Ideas:

· Review of Geographic Map Skills
· Constructing a Map from a Narrative
	Resources:

· Maps

· Textbook

· See Teacher-Made Supplemental Resources


Reading Strategies/Activities 
Activity 3
Writing Strategies/Activities

Activity 1, 3, 4
Instructional Activities

Note:  The essential activities are denoted by an asterisk and are key to the development of student understandings of each concept.  Any activities that are substituted for essential activities must cover the same GLEs to the same Bloom’s level.

*Activity 1: Review of Geographic Map Skills
  
Refer to Concept 1 Key Concepts and Vocabulary (see above) and Vocabulary Strategies to introduce terms relative to unit.  
Provide students with a map of the world that possesses major longitudinal lines and outlines of the continents. Have students label the major continents (review). Students should correctly label the prime meridian and international dateline as well as offer a brief description of which continents these lines intersect (note Greenwich, and its significance).  Students also need to identify and label all other geography key concepts.

Assessment

Students will create a map of their own unique and individual country using map skills (location, bodies of water, scale, directions, etc.) *See Teacher-Made Supplemental Resources
Activity 2: Telling Time 
(GLE: 1) LCC ACT 1



Materials List: world map with longitudinal lines and continent outlines, time zone map
Provide students will black world map with longitudinal lines.  Give students several examples of standard time zones (parameters of longitude) with a given time in the continental United States (e.g., Eastern time at 7:00 PM, Central time at 6:00 PM, Mountain time at 5:00 PM, and Pacific time at 4:00 p.m.). Have students determine if a pattern exists (standard time changes every 15 degrees longitude, regression of hours from east to west). Once the pattern is acknowledged, have students fill in the remaining time zones on the map with attention given to 0 degrees longitude and 180 degrees longitude and its effects on time. 
Have students place selected cities (e.g., New Orleans, LA; San Francisco, CA; New York City, NY; Denver, CO; Paris, France; Rome, Italy; Bombay, India; Tokyo, Japan; Sidney, Australia; Bagdad, Iraq; Cairo, Egypt; Lima, Peru) on the map in their approximate locations. Provide a scenario for students that involves making telephone calls from their hometown to several destinations (selected cities) and denote the time in Louisiana and in the selected cities (AM or PM). 

Teacher Note: This activity may provide teachers with an opportunity to assess basic map skills such as identification of continents, oceans, location of absolute points (latitude/longitude), and/or use of the compass rose.
Map Resources

Time Zone Maps
World Time Zone Map with current time (12 hour format) and major cities

http://www.worldtimezone.com/
World Map of Time Zones – outline of countries and continents

http://aa.usno.navy.mil/faq/docs/world_tzones.html
http://aa.usno.navy.mil/graphics/TimeZoneMap2004.pdf 

Additional Resources:  Source: Louisiana Region 8 Teaching and Learning Center  

This site has posted the Eighth Grade Comprehensive Curriculum with some additional blackline masters and websites.

http://mcschools.net/~tltc/cc_project/index.html
*Activity 3: Constructing a Map from a Narrative (Teacher Made Activity)
(GLEs: 3, 4)


Assessment

Students choose a possible scenario to create a narrative of directions and a map: home to school, home to family member, home to favorite store, etc. Using scenario, students will write a narrative of the directions to the destination of their choice.  Students will construct a map using the directions in their narrative.  
If Possible, have students use a physical map and/or www.mapquest.com to check their directions/map.  
Activity 4:  Identifying Louisiana’s Geographic Features 
(GLEs: 2, 3) LCC ACT 2
Materials List: map of southern half of the United States, Louisiana waterway map, Louisiana road map, atlas, Louisiana hurricane evacuation routes map

Throughout the year students should construct maps with topics such as parishes and parish seats, regions of Louisiana, major cities of Louisiana, major battle sites, major landforms, etc.

Provide students with a map of the southern half of the United States, and have them draw a compass rose and locate the following:

· Louisiana

· Gulf of Mexico

· Sabine River, Pearl River, Mississippi River (and designated boundaries)

· 33 degrees north latitude, 31 degrees north latitude, 94 degrees west longitude

· Texas, Arkansas, Mississippi

A map of the southern half of the United States can be obtained from http://www.ngdc.wvu.edu/projects/maps/la_ms_al_statsgo_sand_probable.pdf 

Provide the students with various maps of Louisiana for inclusion in a portfolio and have them identify the following:

· Waterways: Mississippi River, Red River, Atchafalaya River, Sabine River, Pearl River, Calcasieu River, Ouachita River, Vermilion River, Lake Pontchartrain, Toledo Bend, Lake Maurepas, Lake Calcasieu, Bayou Teche, Bayou Lafourche, Intracoastal Waterway.  

*A Louisiana Waterways Map can be found at http://www.louisiana101.com/map_rivers.html and http://geology.com/state-map/louisiana.shtml
· Land regions: Using a legend (e.g., color code), students should represent the major land regions of Louisiana (i.e., Mississippi Floodplain, Terraces, Marshes, Red River Valley, Hills region,)
*A Louisiana land regions map can be found at the following site: 
http://www.louisianafolklife.org/LT/Maps/creole_maps_subregions.html
· Unique features and regions: Using a legend, identify locations such as Mt. Driskill, Dolet Hills, Nacogdoches Wold / Kisatchie Wold, Kisatchie National Forest, Chalk Hills, Salts Domes (Five Islands), cheniers, delta, barrier islands, spillways and basins, oxbow lakes (e.g., Cane River, False River) and other pertinent features such as state parks, Florida Parishes, Acadiana, and CENLA (e.g., Louisiana Department of Tourism, Cultural Regions).

http://www.milebymile.com/maps/Louisiana_road_map.pdf and http://www.sitesatlas.com/Flash/USCan/static/LAFH.htm
Possible Assessment: Make a list of problems encountered in the mass evacuations from Southern Louisiana during Hurricanes Katrina and Rita. Provide students with a hurricane evacuation scenario. Have them write a narrative for a safe evacuation route from their home to a safer city during a hurricane evacuation. Students will use city maps and a Louisiana map with evacuation routes to plan their evacuation route. The route will be drawn on a map. Students will write a narrative explaining the route and why it was chosen using highway numbers and cardinal directions. These websites have Louisiana hurricane evacuation maps:  

http://www.dotd.state.la.us/maps/ http://www.ohsep.louisiana.gov/evacinfo/stateevacrtes.htm
Additional Map Resources:

A Louisiana outline map is available at: http://www.enchantedlearning.com/usa/states/louisiana/outline/map.GIF
A fully zoomable Louisiana road map is available at: http://www.dotd.state.la.us/maps/2004_Official_Louisiana_Highway_Map.PDF
Louisiana Waterways

http://www.enlou.com/places/water.htm
The official State of Louisiana website will contain a large amount of the information required to identify the above items.

The Louisiana Map web site will allow students to locate most of the information required. Though it will require the viewing of several different maps.

http://www.louisiana.gov/wps/portal/
Louisiana Map: The official geospatial portal for Louisiana

http://wwwlamap.doa.louisiana.gov/
**Teacher Note:  For map activities, students can construct a map portfolio and turn in for one final grade or to use as supplements on test or graded activities.  

*Activity 5: Louisiana Rivers, Cities and Roads 
(GLEs: 2, 6, 9) LCC ACT 6
1. Provide students with a map outline of Louisiana with the following rivers and bayous (Mississippi, Red, Lafourche, Pearl, Teche, Sabine and Calcasieu). Have the students label the rivers/bayous as well as locate the cities of Natchitoches, Shreveport, Monroe, Alexandria, Baton Rouge, New Orleans, Houma/Thibodaux, St. Martinville/New Iberia, Lake Charles. Have students write an explanation of the relationship of these cities to the rivers/bayous (i.e., transportation). Emphasis is placed on the fact that early settlements were located on major waterways. 

2. Using the same or a similar map, assist students in identifying the following major historic roadways such as El Camino Real (LA 6, Hwy 90 / Natchitoches to San Antonio to Mexico City), Old Spanish Trail (U.S. 90, Hwy 182 / New Orleans to New Iberia to Toomey / Sabine River), and Nolan’s Trace (U.S. 84 / Natchez to Texas). Using an atlas have students denote one to two major cities on these routes not already listed as a river city (e.g., Crowley, Lafayette). Have students draw conclusions as to why these cities flourished after the routes were established.

3. Using a modern Louisiana road map and historic roadway map, students will compare and contrast (highlighting, venn diagram, etc.)  Also, students will label one major city on each modern highway.  
Teacher Note: Denote to students that interstate highways are numbered with even numbers from east to west routes and odd numbers from north to south routes.  In class discussion, teacher should emphasize settlement patterns along waterways.  

Additional Resources: 

Source: Louisiana Region 8 Teaching and Learning Center:                          http://mcschools.net/~tltc/cc_project/index.html
A fully zoomable Louisiana road map is available at: http://www.dotd.state.la.us/maps/2004_Official_Louisiana_Highway_Map.PDF
 

Louisiana state map sites:

http://www.netstate.com/states/maps/la_maps.htm
 

2000 Census information:

http://quickfacts.census.gov/qfd/states/22000.html
Unit 1 Concept 2:  Louisiana’s Physical Environment
GLEs

*Bolded GLEs are assessed in this unit.

	4
	Construct a chart or diagram to display geographical information in an organized way (G-1A-M2) (Synthesis)

	7
	Explain how or why specific regions are changing as a result of physical phenomena (e.g., changes in the coastal wetlands) (G-1B-M3) (Synthesis)

	8
	Identify and describe factors that cause a Louisiana region to change (e.g., natural occurrences, disasters, migration)  (G-1B-M3) (Synthesis)

	9
	Explain ways in which goals, cultures, interests, inventions, and technological advances have affected people’s perceptions and uses of places or regions in Louisiana (G-1B-M4) (Synthesis)

	14
	Analyze, evaluate, and predict consequences of environmental modifications on Louisiana landforms, natural resources, and plant or animal life (G-1D-M1) (Evaluation)

	16
	Analyze the distribution and uses of Louisiana’s natural resources (G-1D-M3) (Analysis)

	17
	Identify a contemporary Louisiana geographic issue, and research possible solutions (G-1D-M4) (Synthesis)

	42 
	Analyze situations involving scarcity (limited resources) at the individual, group, and societal levels to determine the need for choices or what is gained/lost by a decision (E-1A-M1) (Evaluation)

	78

	Describe and analyze the impact of Louisiana’s geographical features on historic events, settlement patterns, economic development, etc. (H-1D-M4) (Synthesis)

	79
	Explain how Louisiana’s natural resources have shaped its history (e.g. petroleum) (Synthesis)

	80
	Trace the state’s economic development and growth toward economic diversity (e.g. fur trade, tourism, technology) (H-1D-M5) (Synthesis)


	Guiding Questions:

· Can students explain how or why specific regions are changing as a result of physical phenomena?

· Can students identify and describe factors that cause a Louisiana region to change?

· Can students explain ways in which goals, cultures, interests, inventions, and technological advances have affected people’s perceptions and uses of places or regions in Louisiana? 

· Can students describe and   analyze the distinguishing physical, and/or human  characteristics of Louisiana regions?

· Can students analyze the distribution and uses of Louisiana’s natural resources?
· Can students explain how Louisiana’s natural resources have shaped its history?

	Vocabulary:

· Natural Resources (Biological & Mineral, Renewable & Nonrenewable, Above/Below Ground) 
· Habitat

· Migration

· Pollution

· Natural Disasters

· Erosion

· Deforestation

· Industrialization



	Key Concepts:

· Identify these environmental terms/concepts
· Explain the following terms as they relate to the interaction between society and the environment 
· Analyze or evaluate actual consequences of environmental modifications on landforms, natural resources, or plant and animal life
· Predict the effects of potential environmental modifications and overpopulation on natural resources or plant and animal life
· Explain human activities that pollute the environment and identify obstacles to controlling pollution of all kinds (for example, air, water, land, or noise)
· Describe the difference between renewable and nonrenewable natural resources, and identify ways to sustain limited resources for future use

· Identify or describe the benefits or challenges inherent in a particular environment
· Analyze ways in which a physical environment affects its inhabitants’ way of life 


	Assessment Ideas:

· Natural Resources
· Louisiana’s Vanishing Habitat


	Resources:

· See Teacher-Made Supplemental Resources


Reading Strategies/Activities
Summarizing, outlining, graphic organizers with note-taking 
Writing Strategies/Activities

Activity 7, 8, 10
Instructional Activities

Note:  The essential activities are denoted by an asterisk and are key to the development of student understandings of each concept.  Any activities that are substituted for essential activities must cover the same GLEs to the same Bloom’s level.

*Activity 6:  Introduction to Natural Resources (Teacher-Made) 

Students will be introduced to terms related to natural resources such as: biological and mineral resources, renewable and nonrenewable resources, above/below ground resources, and capital/human resources through a teacher-made PowerPoint presentation (**See Teacher-Made Supplemental Resources).  During presentation, students will complete Natural Resources Graphic Organizer (**See Teacher-Made Supplemental Resources).  

*Activity 7:  Natural Resources 

(GLEs: 16, 79)  

As a review of natural resources, have students list five to ten natural resources they are familiar with and classify each as above/below ground; renewable/nonrenewable; biological/mineral. Then, have students identify resources found in Louisiana showing location on a map. 

Assessment

(**See Teacher-Made Supplemental Resources) In small groups, students will choose one of the following activities to complete (using their Natural Resource graphic organizer) that pertain to Louisiana’s natural resources: 

• Create a collage of Louisiana products  

• Create a poster of Louisiana industries  

• Write a “Letter to the Editor” promoting tourism in Louisiana

• Create a poem or rap song illustrating Louisiana’s natural resources

Students will be graded according to rubric.  

*Activity 8: Charting Louisiana’s Natural Resources 

(GLEs: 4, 42, 78, 80) 
Provide students with a graphic organizer (chart format, see example). Using a variety of sources (**See Teacher-Made Supplemental Resources) students will collect data regarding the revenue totals derived from those Louisiana resources.  Students will record the statistics in the Louisiana’s Natural Resources Collections chart (**See Teacher-Made Supplemental Resources).  A higher order thinking activity would require the students to denote statistical totals from selected past years (e.g., 1970, 1980, 1990, 2000). The students would be asked to determine if any trends exist (increases, decreases in amounts of availability or sales) and offer an explanation as to the cause of the trend.  Additionally, students should predict the economic consequences (e.g., supply and demand, scarcity) and alternatives if a problem should exist. Using the latest statistics, students will create a pie chart or bar graph indicating the percent of total collection and/or total sales represented by each of the selected resources. 

(Sample) Louisiana’s Natural Resources Collections

	Natural Resource
	1960
	1980
	2000
	Trend (+ / -)

	Oil
	
	
	
	

	Gas
	
	
	
	

	Minerals
	
	
	
	

	Timber
	
	
	
	


Activity 9:  Louisiana’s Physical Environment


(GLEs:  7, 8)  LCC ACT 7
Use the SQPL (student questions for purposeful learning) (view literacy strategy descriptions) strategy. Generate a statement from the topic of the day. This statement should be thought-provoking to encourage students to wonder and challenge. Present the statement to students. Students will then pair up to generate two or three questions they would like answered. The class then shares questions which are recorded on the board. Questions that were in more than one group are highlighted. Add questions to be sure all gaps are filled. Students are now ready to find the answers to their questions.  As content is covered stop periodically so groups can convene to determine if their questions have been answered. Students should write the questions and answers in their social studies learning log.
Prior to teaching the content on coastal erosion, do a SQPL using the following statement: Coastal erosion will never affect my life. 
Divide students into pairs or teams to develop questions and answers addressing physical processes/natural disasters and their impact on coastal erosion. Content could include wetlands, Mississippi River, Atchafalaya River, flooding, hurricanes, and the Gulf of Mexico. In a class discussion, have students come to a consensus about how and why specific regions change as a result of physical phenomena.

Then, have students work in pairs or teams to identify and describe three-to-five factors that cause a Louisiana region to change. They should articulate these factors in an informal narrative, again presented in class discussion, as an opportunity to increase and modify understanding.

Additional Resources: 
Source: Louisiana Region 8 Teaching and Learning Center:                          http://mcschools.net/~tltc/cc_project/index.html
A fully zoomable Louisiana road map is available at: http://www.dotd.state.la.us/maps/2004_Official_Louisiana_Highway_Map.PDF
Students should type their directions and landmarks into MS Word documents.

 

Below is a link to state map sites:
http://www.netstate.com/states/maps/la_maps.htm
 

Below are some links to Louisiana coastal wetland sites, Louisiana coastal area, Louisiana ecosystem restoration, facts and information about the Louisiana coastal area:
http://www.lca.gov/index.aspx
Louisiana Coast – Hurricane Information Center, includes maps and a kid’s corner

http://www.lacoast.gov/
America’s Wetland Foundation – News, events, and educational information. Counts down how many square yards of Louisiana wetlands have been lost since January 1, 2007:
http://www.americaswetland.com/
*Activity 10:  Louisiana’s Vanishing Habitat


(GLEs: 7, 8, 9, 14, 17)  LCC ACT 8
Review key terms (habitat and migration).  Teacher will introduce students to concept of “vanishing habitats” (Optional: Students will create an origami frog using green construction paper (*See Teacher-Made Supplemental Resources).  The teacher will have placed lily pads throughout classroom (make sure they are not enough lily pads for each student).  Students will line up in front of the room and then find a lily pad for their frog (as a “habitat”).  Those students without a lily pad sit down.  Teacher removes several lily pads.  The process repeats until all lily pads are gone.)  (See also LCC for additional scenarios)

To further student understanding of Louisiana’s physical environment and the concept of Vanishing Habitats, students will view the following video clip, “The Rise and Disappearance of Louisiana”
www.nola.com/speced/lastchance/multimedia/

Assessment

Students will create circle maps illustrating threats to a habitat (outer circle) and possible solutions (square).  Students will use circle maps to create narrative describing the threats and solutions.  Students will present narratives.  
In a culminating class activity, have students create a cause/effect chart that explains ways in which goals, cultures, interests, inventions, and technological advances have affected perceptions and uses of places or regions in Louisiana (Examples: building of levees and dams, over hunting/fishing, deforestation, suburban expansion in wildlife habitat).  (See Changing Louisiana Regions BLM.)
Websites:

http://www.americaswetland.com/
http://www.coast2050.gov/
http://www.lacoast.gov/
http://www.epa.gov/
http://www.lca.gov/
http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/
http://www.mvn.usace.army.mil/
Unit 1 Concept 3:  Louisiana’s Population Distribution & Settlement Patterns  

GLEs

*Bolded GLEs are assessed in this unit.

	2
	Locate major landforms and geographic features, places, and bodies of water/waterways on a map of Louisiana (G-1A-M2) (Evaluation)

	4
	Construct a chart or diagram to display geographical information in an organized way (G-1A-M2) (Synthesis)

	5
	Describe and analyze the distinguishing physical and/or human characteristics of Louisiana regions (G-1B-M1) (Synthesis)

	6
	Describe ways in which location and physical features have influenced historical events in LA and the development of the state (e.g., Mississippi River/swamp in the Battle of New Orleans) (G-1B-M2) (Evaluation)

	10
	Analyze the population characteristics and other demographic information about the United States and Louisiana, including rates of increase/decrease for demographic variables (G-1C-M2) (Synthesis)

	11 
	Explain why humans settled and formed societies in specific regions or why immigrant groups (e.g., Acadians) settled in specific areas of Louisiana (G-1C-M3) (Application)

	15
	Analyze the benefits and challenges of the Louisiana physical environments on its inhabitants (e.g., flooding, soil, climate conducive to growing certain plants) (G-1D-M2) certain plants) (G-1D-M2) (Evaluation)


	Guiding Questions:

· Can students describe ways in which location and physical features have influenced historical events in Louisiana and the development of the state? 

· Can students describe and analyze the distinguishing physical, and/or human      characteristics of Louisiana      regions?


	Vocabulary:

· Population
· Census

· Urban, suburban, rural



	Key Concepts:

· Construct a chart or draw a graph based on given demographic data or information 
· Explain patterns of rural/urban migration, or the positive and negative consequences of urban development (for example, cultural diversity, overcrowding)
· Explain why humans settled and formed societies in specific regions

· Explain the effects of changing population distribution during a given period of time

· Explain the role of geographical factors in migration (for example, how the Mississippi River affected westward movement). 



	Assessment Ideas:

· Louisiana’s Population Distribution

	Resources: 

· See Teacher-Made Supplemental Resources 


Reading Strategies/Activities
Writing Strategies/Activities
Activity 11 & 12

Instructional Activities

Note:  The essential activities are denoted by an asterisk and are key to the development of student understandings of each concept.  Any activities that are substituted for essential activities must cover the same GLEs to the same Bloom’s level.

*Activity 11:  Louisiana’s Population Distribution 
(GLEs:  2, 4, 5, 6, 10, 11, 15)

Have class members examine a physical map of Louisiana and discuss its physical features (review). Have students identify where the largest percentage of people might live and offer ideas about why they think people settled there. Have students analyze the accuracy of their predictions.

Students will be divided into groups and given the Louisiana Census information (*See Teacher-Made Supplemental Resources).  Students will analyze information and create a chart representing the population of 5 Louisiana parishes with the largest populations in the years 1850, 1900, 1950, 2000.  Students will label and shade those parishes on a blank LA outline map.  


Activity 12: Location, Location, Location: Pros and Cons 
(GLE: 15)
Materials List: Louisiana map, map of New Orleans, Opinionnaire on the Location of Louisiana BLM, Pro/Con List for the Location of New Orleans BLM

Begin this activity with an opinionnaire (view literacy strategy descriptions). This provides students with an opportunity to reflect on what they already know and their attitudes about the topic to be discussed (See Opinionnaire on the Location of New Orleans BLM and sample below.).

Opinionnaire on the Location of New Orleans

After each statement circle either A (agree) or D (disagree)

	1. Bienville, one of the early founders of French Louisiana, made the decision to locate the settlement of New Orleans between the Mississippi River and Lake Pontchartrain. This was an economically sound decision.
	A
	D


After a class discussion on the responses from the opinionnaire, have students refer to a Louisiana map and a map of New Orleans to complete the Pro/Con List for the Location of New Orleans BLM. (See sample of the BLM below.)  After the completion of the Pro/Con list, have students revisit their opinionnaire to see if their opinions have changed and why.

Pro/Con List for the Location of New Orleans

	List benefits of the New Orleans’ location
	List consequences of the New Orleans’ location

	
	

	
	


Students can get additional information on the location of the city in their textbooks, World Book online, encyclopedias, and online searches. Have the students write a summary from the information gathered in the list above. 

Have students expand on this activity by assigning parishes from the different regions in Louisiana. Have students include additional aspects of Louisiana’s physical environment as they research their assigned parish. Students should include how climate and temperature have affected plant and animal life in this parish. They should include the major crops that are grown in this area and indicate why they grow well and why other crops do not grow well.

Resources:

A map of New Orleans is available at
http://www.mapquest.com/maps/map.adp?city=New+Orleans&state=LA.

Louisiana outline map resources are available at 

http://www.netstate.com/states/maps/la_maps.htm.

Unit 1 Assessment Options

General Assessment Guidelines

· Use a variety of performance assessments to determine student understanding of content. 
· Select assessments that are consistent with the types of products that result from the student activities, and collaboratively develop a scoring rubric with other teachers or students. 
· Students should be monitored throughout the work on all activities via teacher observation, group discussion, and journal entries.
General Assessments

· Have students label maps with Louisiana geographic features covered in this unit. Other concepts to include: map key, map symbols, distance scale, compass rose, cardinal directions, and intermediate directions.

· Properly identify and utilize different types of maps (i.e., physical, political, polar view, distribution, economic, historical).

· Have students label a world map with concepts such as: hemisphere, equator, latitude, longitude, North Pole, South Pole, Prime Meridian, Tropics, International Date Line, U.S. time zones.

· Have students do journal writing on selected topics such as traveling through time zones, traveling through the regions of Louisiana, effects of coastal erosion, contributions of the various ethnic groups in Louisiana

· Have students create a pictograph, pie graph, bar graph, and line graph with concepts from this unit.

Activity-Specific Assessments

· Concept 1  Activity 1 Review of Geographic Map Skills

· Concept 1 Activity 3  Constructing a Map from a Narrative
· Concept 2 Activity 7 Natural Resources

· Concept 2 Activity 10 Louisiana’s Vanishing Habitat

· Concept 3 Activity  11 Louisiana’s Population Distribution
Name/School_________________________________
Unit No.:______________
Grade            ________________________________
Unit Name:________________

Feedback Form
This form should be filled out as the unit is being taught and turned in to your teacher coach upon completion.
	Concern and/or Activity Number
	Changes needed*
	Justification for changes 

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


* If you suggest an activity substitution, please attach a copy of the activity narrative formatted like the activities in the APCC (i.e. GLEs, guiding questions, etc.).









Assessment 


Provide the students with a scenario dating back to either the late 1700’s or early 1800’s that deals with the settlement of Louisiana (*See Teacher-Made Supplemental Resources).  Using their map, students will create a narrative that contains the following: 


Select a location for their settlement


Describe the geographic features of this area


Explain why area is a good location


Explain possible problems and obstacles


Student can present narratives.  Narratives will be collected and evaluated on understanding of settlement patterns.  A culminating class discussion will follow comparing and contrasting settlement patterns of the past with the present.  * 
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