2008-2009 ELA Guiding Questions

Theme 1:  Getting to Know You

1.    Can students understand that words/names are made up of letters?

2. Can students recognize environmental print?

3. Can students demonstrate an understanding of concepts of print?

4. Can students distinguish if a sentence is a question or an answer?

5. Can students initiate normal conversation?
6. Can students participate in classroom roles?
7. Can students identify and use uppercase letters at the beginning of own first name?

8. Can students use developmental/inventive spelling and/or pictures to write a list?
9. Can students identify simple character descriptions?
Theme 2:  I Am Special
1. Can students demonstrate understanding of phonemic awareness by listening to three sounds (phonemes) and recognizing that two are the same?

2. Can students distinguish and name the following letters: Mm, Ss, Rr, Tt?

3. Can students match the following consonant sound to the appropriate letter: 

Mm, Ss, Rr, Tt?

4. Can students identify and read high frequency words: a, my, the?

5. Can students follow one and two step verbal and nonverbal directions?

6. Can students use the concepts of print?

7. Can students identify rhyming words?

8. Can students draw or dictate to the teacher to express ideas?

9. Can students speak in complete sentences?

10. Can students participate in classroom roles?

11. Can students print the following uppercase and lowercase letters: Mm, Ss, Rr, Tt?

12. Can students use illustrations, express feelings, needs, and ideas in complete sentences for a specific purpose and/or audience?

13. Can students identify simple setting?

14. Can students create a drawing using prior knowledge?

15. Can students participate in classroom roles, with activities such as line leader, teacher helper, and calendar?

Theme 3:  Around the Table

1. Can students distinguish and name the following letters: Pp, Cc, and short Aa?

2. Can students match consonant and vowel sounds to the following sounds: Pp, Cc, Aa?

3. Can students identify and read high frequency words: I, like?

4. Can students clap/tap to match each individual syllable of a spoken word?

5. Can students identify rhyming words?

6. Can students describe the connections between life experiences and texts?

7. Can students describe the connections between life experiences and texts read aloud by making predictions using prior knowledge and pictures?

8. Can students demonstrate an understanding of color and action words?

9. Can students blend words with /a/-/m/, /a/-/t/?

10. Can students identify beginning, middle, and ending of the story?

11. Can students describe the role of an author and an illustrator?

12. Can students use picture details to understand a story?

13. Can students ask and answer questions to gain information from text?

14. Can students print the following uppercase and lowercase letters Pp, Cc, Aa? 

15. Can student’s responds to stories by drawing and writing?

16. Can students write using developmental/inventive spelling, supported by drawing or dictation to the teacher to express ideas?

17. Can students use a computer mouse to navigate the screen and identify that a computer has a keyboard to enter information?

Theme 4: Silly Business

1. Can students recognize when words begin with the same sound?                                        

2. Can students distinguish and name the following letters:  Nn, Dd?

3. Can students match consonant or short vowel sound to the following letters:  Nn, Dd?

4. Can students identify and read high frequency words: go, we, one

5. Can students identify that printed text is made up of sentences that begin with a capital letter and end with some type of punctuation?

6. Can students use drawings to represent a word or idea to respond to a life experience or texts read aloud? 

7. Can students print the following upper and lowercase letters:  Nn, Dd?
8. Can students recite short poems, rhymes, and songs?

9. Can students give and follow one and two step directions without interrupting?

10. Can students use rhyme and alliteration in group-shared writing activities?

11. Can students use illustrations to write for a specific purpose and/or audience?

12. Can students demonstrate that a sequence of letters and words represent the sequence of sounds heard or spoken in that word by repeating or saying the sounds in sequence heard or seen?

13. Can students locate front and back cover, title page, and inside pages of a book?

Theme 5:  Family Ties

1. Can students distinguish and name letters Gg, Ff, and short Ii?

2. Can students match consonant and vowel sounds with appropriate letters Gg, Ff, and short Ii?

3. Can students listen to three sounds and recognize that two are the same?

4. Can students identify and read high frequency words: on, to, here, are?

5. Can students identify long and short words?

6. Can students demonstrate and understand rhyme and repetition for text patterns?

7. Can students blend words with /i/-/g/, /i/-/t/?

8. Can students orally retell ideas and important facts in grade appropriate text read aloud by the teacher or read by the individual student?

9. Can students use at least three pictures to sequence events in a story?

10. Can students draw conclusions from a text and use pictures to resolve questions?

11. Can students identify problems in texts and offer possible solutions?

12. Can students create compositions by participating in shared writing activities?

13. Can students actively discuss ideas and select a focus for group stories?

14. Can students describe people, places, things (e.g., size, color, and shape), locations, and actions from a story read aloud?

15. Can students print the following letters Gg, Ff, and Ii?

16. Can students write using correct sentence structure?

17. Can students listen to and recite short poems and stories for an audience?

18. Can students write informal notes, lists, letters, personal experiences, and stories using developmental/inventive spelling and pictures?

19. Can students respond to stories, legends, songs, and other literature from diverse cultural and ethnic groups by participating in activities such as drawing?

Theme 6:  Animal Families

1. Can students distinguish and name the following letters:  Ll, Hh?

2. Can students match the consonant or vowel sound to the following letters:  Ll, Hh?

3. Can students identify and read high frequency words: you, have?

4. Can students isolate the beginning and final sounds of a spoken word?

5. Can students demonstrate an understanding of phonics by decoding simple one-syllable words?

6. Can students blend words with /i/-/p/, /i/-/t/, /i/-/g/?

7. Can students relate an experience or creative story in a logical sequence?

8. Can students use prior knowledge to understand a story selection?

9. Can students make inferences for a story?

10. Can students identify the main idea and details of a story?

11. Can students identify beginning, middle, and ending of a story?

12. Can students print the following uppercase and lowercase letters:  Ll, Hh?

13. Can students write using correct sentence structure?

14. Can students use classroom resources to support a writing process?

15. Can students use illustrations, developmental/inventive spelling, and appropriate vocabulary to write for a specific purpose and/or audience based on life experience or text read aloud?

16. Can students use technology to produce class work? 

Theme 7:  Bug Surprises

1. Can students distinguish and name the following letters:  Bb, Kk, and short Oo?

2. Can students match consonant or vowel sounds to the following letters:  Bb, Kk, and short Oo?

3. Can students identify and read high frequency words: do, what

4. Can students identify different emotions and feelings of authors by participating in activities such as role-playing, illustrating, and answering questions?

5. Can students identify and use uppercase letters at the beginning of own first and last names?

6. Can students orally retell ideas and important facts in grade-appropriate texts read aloud by the teacher or read by the individual student?

7. Can students sequence the events of a story using at least five pictures?

8. Can students initiate and sustain normal conversation with teacher?

9. Can students respond to video-film versions of a story read-aloud through activities such as role-playing, illustrating, and discussing without interruption?

10. Can students identify main idea of a story?

11. Can students summarize, sequence, and make inferences of a story?

12. Can students print the following letters: Bb, Kk, short Oo?

13. Can students write using developmental/inventive spelling, supported by drawing or dictation to the teacher to express ideas?

14. Can students create simple text using prior knowledge by drawing, dictating to the teacher, and/or writing using developmental/inventive spelling?

15. Can students write using correct sentence structure?

Theme 8:  Animal Adventures

1. Can students distinguish and name the following letters: Ww, Xx, and short Uu?

2. Can students match consonant and vowel sounds to the following letters: Ww, Xx, and short Uu?

3. Can students identify and read high frequency words: no, see

4. Can students create rhyming words?

5. Can students identify whether the type of text read aloud is a true or fictional story, song, or poem?

6. Can students demonstrate an understanding of sound words?

7. Can students demonstrate an understanding of content words?(focus: directional words)
8. Can students demonstrate an understanding of folktale genre/traditions?

9. Can student blend words with /o/-/t/, 

/o/-/p/, /o/-/x/, /u/-/t/, /u/-/b/, /u/-/g/

10.  Can students identify problems in text and offer possible solutions?

11. Can students read books with predictable, repetitive text and simple illustrations?

12. Can students retell by answering questions about the important characters, setting, and events of a story?

13. Can students make an inference from a story read?

14. Can students use picture details to understand a story?

15. Can students identify beginning, middle, and ending of a story?

16. Can students print the following letters Ww, Xx, and short Uu?

17. Can students write for a specific purpose and/or audience using pictures, developmental/inventive spelling, and appropriate vocabulary?

18. Can students write using correct sentence structure?
19. Can students print letters and words with proper figure grounding on a line with appropriate spaces between words?

Theme 9:  Around the Town
1. Can students distinguish and name the following letters:  Vv, Jj, Short Ee?

2. Can students match consonant and vowel sound to the following letters:  Vv, Jj, Short Ee?
3. Can students identify and read high frequency words: look, come
4. Can students isolate the beginning and final sounds (phonemes) of a spoken word?
5. Can students add and delete beginning and final sounds to words?
6. Can students orally segment individual sounds in words with 2-5 sounds?
7. Can students identify periods, question marks and exclamation marks and that they are used at the end of a sentence?
8. Can students create rhyming words?
9. Can students demonstrate an understanding of dialogue?
10. Can students demonstrate an understanding of content words? (shapes)
11. Can student blend words with /e/-/t/, /e/-/n/?
12. Can students identify problem and solution of a story?
13. Can students identify beginning, middle, and ending of a story?
14. Can students visualize text read aloud to create a picture?
15. Can students demonstrate an understanding of cause and effect?
16. Can students identify setting and main idea of a story?

17. Can students sequence and summarize a story?

18. Can students print the following letters: Vv, Jj, Ee?

19. Can students write using developmental/inventive spelling, supported by drawing or dictation to the teacher to express ideas?

20. Can students create simple text using prior knowledge by drawing, dictating to the teacher, and/or writing using developmental/inventive spelling?

21. Can students use developmental/inventive spelling, supported by pictures to represent a word or idea to respond to a life experience or texts read aloud?
22. Can students write using correct sentence structure?
Theme 10:  Neighborhood Helpers
1. Can students distinguish and name the following letters:  Yy, Zz, Qq?

2. Can students match consonant or vowel sounds to the following letters:  Yy, Zz, Qq?

3. Can students identify and read high frequency words: for, me, little

4. Can students delete or add a middle sound?

5. Can students decode simple one syllable words?

6. Can students generate question?

7. Can student blend words with /e/-/d/, 

8. /q/-/u/, /e/-/t/, /e/-/n/?

9. Can students identify basic story elements, including simple plot sequences, setting, and simple character descriptions, in a favorite story using pictures and/or oral responses?

10. Can students summarize, sequence, and retell story?

11. Can students identify beginning, middle, and ending of story?

12. Can students print the following letters: Yy, Zz, Qq?

13. Can students write using developmental/inventive spelling, supported by drawing or dictation to the teacher to express ideas?

14. Can students create simple text using prior knowledge by drawing, dictating to the teacher, and/or writing using developmental/inventive spelling?

16. Can students write letters and words from left to right, top to bottom, using proper spacing on lines?

17. Can students write using correct sentence structure?

