Pre-Kindergarten – Theme 1:  Welcome to School

Teacher: _______________________

       School Year: ______________

Theme 1: Welcome to School
9 Weeks:  1st   9 weeks
	Big Picture:

· Rules keep the school and classroom safe places in which to play and learn.

· There are appropriate procedures to use within the important places in the school and classroom.

	Guiding Questions:

1. Can students understand what a rule is?

2. Can students identify rules that help keep the classroom safe?

3. Can students identify rules that help keep the school safe?

4. Can students locate various places in the classroom?

5. Can students locate various places in the school?

	Vocabulary: school, rule, inside voice, walking feet, learning center, learning center names (e.g. Science, Blocks), cafeteria, office, library, playground, teacher, paraprofessional


	Documented GLEs

	GLE #
	Stated GLE
	Bloom’s Level
	Date and Method

of Assessment

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Theme 1: Welcome to School

GLEs

(The bolded GLEs are documented.)

English Language Arts

16. 
  Orally generate words, ideas, and lists for group writing activities (Knowledge)
18.   Participate in group-shared writing activities that include rhyming and descriptive words 

        (Knowledge)
23.   Repeat an instruction given orally (Knowledge)

24.   Follow one- and two-step verbal and nonverbal directions (Knowledge)
27.
   Actively participate in role‑playing, creative dramatics, finger plays, nursery rhymes

        and choral speaking . (Knowledge)
29.   Recognize and follow agreed-upon rules for discussing, such as raising one’s hand, waiting 

         one’s turn, and speaking one at a time. (Knowledge)

Math

13.  Recognize and copy repeated patterns (e.g., concrete objects, songs, rhymes, and body movements 

Science
9.  Sort objects using one characteristic (Knowledge)
Social Studies

2   Demonstrate an awareness of the world around them (e.g., provide simple information 

     about a trip the student has taken or where the student lives) (knowledge)  

3   Identify community workers and their jobs (knowledge)  

Louisiana Comprehensive Curriculum

Note:  The essential activities are denoted by an asterisk and are key to the development of student understandings of each concept.  Any activities that are substituted for essential activities must cover the same GLEs to the same Bloom’s level


Morning Circle Activities
Activity 1.1: Morning Circle: This is the Way (LCC GLEs: ELA 27; M 13)
Materials List: none

Students will stand and move around the circle according to the words of the song.

(tune: Mulberry Bush)

This is the way we walk to school, walk to school, walk to school.

This is the way we walk to school, so early in the morning.

This is the way we hop to school …

This is the way we march to school …

This is the way we jump to school…

This is the way we tippy-toe to school…

This is the way we giant step to school…

Accommodations: None needed

Activity 1.2: Morning Circle: Susie Goes To School (LCC GLEs: ELA 23, 24, 27, 29; M 13)
Materials List:  none

Start the game by choosing a student to stand in front of the group.  Lead the class in singing the song, repeating the song until each student has had his or her turn to be in the front of the group.

(tune: “Farmer in the Dell”)

_Susie ____ goes to school,

__________goes to school,

High, ho, the Derry oh,

__________ goes to school.    Susie picks another child, who stands up front and then sing---

__Harry___ goes to school.

__________ goes to school.

High, ho, the Derry oh,

__________ goes to school.  Repeat until all students have a turn. Then close with—

We all go to school.

We all go to school.

High, ho, the Derry, oh,

We all go to school.

Accommodations:  None needed

Whole Group Activities
* Activity 1.3: Whole Group:  On a School Tour (SS, LCC) (GLEs 1, 2)

Materials List: camera, photographs of key areas of the school, dry erase board and markers, paper, and binding

Prior to this lesson, the teacher will take pictures of various areas of the school with a camera.  The teacher will have the photographs ready to show the students as they name a place that they visited after the tour.  

Take students on a tour of the school site to develop an awareness of their immediate world. The school tour could include the school office, the library, the cafeteria, and the nurse’s office.  Following the school tour, students will help make a story chain (view literacy strategy descriptions) to document their school trip. In this lesson you will use a story chain which is a sequencing activity. Begin the story chain by asking student to recall each place visited on the school tour. Using guiding questions have students name each school locations visited and record student responses on the board. Display the photographs showing each location.  Invite individual students to select the photograph depicting each location in the order it was visited.  As each student comes forward with a photograph, have him/her state the location and the order in which it was visited. (e.g. “We went to the school office first.” or “We went to the cafeteria second.”) These photographs could also be used to make a class book of the school tour. The book could be entitled, “Our School, ___________.” The book should then be shared with the children by placing it in the book center.

Accommodations: Assist students who are unable to recall the correct order or name of the school site. 
Examples: --The Kissing Hand

                  --The Gingerbread Man

                  --Brown Bear

                  --Clifford Goes to School

Activity 1.4: Whole Group: School Hunt (LCC GLEs: ELA 23, 24, 27)   

Materials List: none

Going on a School Hunt is a take on Going on a Bear Hunt. Have the students sit in a circle and show them how to slap their knees and clap their hands to the beat. This is an echo call game. The teacher will say the first recurring line.  The students will then repeat the line that the teacher says.

Going on a school hunt,

Going on a school hunt,  

Are you ready? -Okay

Let’s go.

I see ______________________ (school name)   

I see ______________________ (school name)

Can’ go over it, can’t go under it,

Must go in it, Okay, Let’s go.           (Pantomime opening school door.)

I see a hallway,

I see a hallway,

Can’t go over it, can’t go under it,

Must walk in it, Okay, Let’s go?      (Pantomime walking down hallway.) – Hands slapping on legs.

I see our classroom,

I see our classroom. 

Can’t go over it, can’t go under it,

Let’s go and sign in. Okay, let’s go.             (Pantomime how your students sign in daily.)

I see a cubby,

I see a cubby,

Can’t go over it, can’t go under it,

Let’s put our book bag in it.

Okay, let’s go.                                   (Pantomime putting book bag in cubby.)

I see our circle area.

I see our circle area.

Can’t go over it, can’t go under it.

Let’s sit down. Okay, let’s go.

Accommodations:  None needed
Teacher Made Activities
Activity 1.5: Chester Visits the School (ELA 24   SS 2, 3, 4)

Teacher will give each staff member we are going to visit a note to read and a heart sticker to put on the palm of their hand.  See attachment for the not to attach to the back cover of the Kissing Hand book. Then off to the first stop.

Activity 1.6: Matching Hands (M 5, 8, 9 S 9)

Teacher will prepare hands of different colors along with the various shapes. They will all be turned face down on the carpet.  The students will come up one at a time to turn 2 hands over to see if they match.

Activity 1.7: Chester the Raccoon (ELA 6, 21, 22, 26, 27 M 10)

Students will color Chester and assemble.  Chester will be used to express feeling, answer questions and role play.

Activity 1.8: How Did I Get To School (ELA 3a, 21, 22, 26)

Students will dictate to teacher the way he/she came to school on the first day and how they felt. Teacher will add in information to be sent home on the first day.

Activity 1.9: Kisses (M 1, 2, 4, 5)

A game of matching, Use raccoon number cards and kisses for students to create the correct set.

Activity 1.10: Heart Matching (M 1, 2, 4, 5)

Use the above number cards (resource page 13 & 14) to match the heart cards.

Activity 1.11: Hand Prints (ELA 21, 22, 24, 25, 26)

Teacher will prepare a paper with the attached poem.  Students will place handprints in center of paper. 

Activity 1.12: (ELA 21, 22, 24, 25, 26)

Poem will be printed on paper. A hand print will be placed in center of paper with a heart sticker placed in the center of the hand print.

Activity 1.13: Raccoon Puppet (ELA 21, 22, 24, 25, 26, 27 M 10)

Raccoon puppet to be run off on brown paper and placed on a paper bag.  The raccoon can be used to do various things.

Activity 1.14: The Kissing Hand Game (M 1, 2, 4, 5)

Teacher will color and cut cards.  Children will match number of hearts the number on paw print.

Activity 1.15:   Chester’s Certificate (ELA 3a)

Teacher will complete certificate and place on floor for students to identify first name.  Certificates will be placed in folders to take home.

Resources
Children’s Books 

Ahlberg, Janet and Allan. Starting School, ISBN: 88-50053

Berger, Samantha. School, ISBN: 0-439-04553-3

Bourgeouis, Paulette and Clark, Brenda. Frankin’s New Friend. ISBN: 0-590-02592-9

Bourgeouis, Paulette and Clark, Brenda. Franklin Goes to School. ISBN: 0-590-25467-7

Bridwell, Norman. Clifford’s First School Day, ISBN: 0-439-08284-6

Bridwell, Norman. Clifford’s First School Day, ISBN: 0-439-08284-6

Bridwell, Norman. Clifford’s Pals. ISBN: 0-590-44295-3

Bunnett, Rochelle. Friends at School. ISBN: 0-590-97313-4

Canizares, Susan and Chessen, Betsey. How Many Can Play? ISBN: 0-439-04600-9

Civardi, Anne and Stephen Cartwright. Going To School, ISBN: 0-7460-1269-1

Cutting, Jillian. A Day at School, ISBN: 0-7802-3907-5

Cutting, Jillian. Going to School, ISBN: 0-7802-3906-7

dePaola, Tomie. The Three Friends Go to School. ISBN: 0-439-20742-8

Fisher Price. Back to School, ISBN: 0-7944-0677-7

Ford, Bernette. Hurry Up, ISBN: 0-439-56849-8

Fraser, Mary Ann. I.Q. Goes to School. ISBN: 0-439-57650-4

Hains, Harriet.  My New School. ISBN: 1-56458-116-0

Hale, Sarah Josepha. Mary Had a Little Lamb, ISBN: 0-8234-0509-2

Hallinan, P.K. A Rainbow of Friends. ISBN: 0-8249-5394-0

Hallinan, P.K. My First Day of School. ISBN 10: 0824953053

Hawthorne, Phillip and Nancy Tyler. There’s a Dragon at My School, ISBN: 9-780794-506940

Hennessy, B.G. School Days, ISBN: 0-590-47224-0

Hill, Eric. Spot Goes to School, ISBN: 0-399-21073-3

Hoffman, Phyllis.  We Play, ISBN: 0-590-44384-4

Jackson, Kim.  First Day of School, ISBN: 0-8167-0439-2

Korman, Justine. The Grumpy Bunny Goes to School. ISBN: 0-439-64433-X

Kuklin, Susan. Going to My Nursery School, ISBN: 0-02-751237-1

Kvasnosky, Laura. See You Later, Alligator. ISBN: 0-15-200301-0

Lawrence, Anne. Our School, ISBN: 0-395-74297-8

London, Jonathan. Froggy Goes to School. ISBN: 0-590-06693-5

Mackall, Dandi. First Day, ISBN: 0152165770

Numeroff, Laura. If You Take a Mouse to School. ISBN: 0-06-028328-9

Pinnell, Gay Su. School, ISBN: 0-439-13185-5

Reyes, Margret and H.A. Curious George Goes to School. ISBN: 0-395-51939-X

Reyes, Margret and H.A. Curious George: First Day of School, ISBN: 978-0-618-60565-1

Senisi, Ellen B. Kindergarten Kids. ISBN: 0-590-47614-9

Slater, Teddy. Stay in Line. ISBN: 0-590-22713-0

Troll Associates.  Let’s Go to School.

Williams, Rozanne. Five Little Monsters Went to School, ISBN: 1-57471-127-8

Winget, Susan. Tucker’s Best School Day. ISBN-13: 978-0-439-90084-3

Zoehfeld, Kathleen. Pooh’s First Day of School. ISBN: 0-590-28160-7

Children’s Music CDs and Recordings

Dr. Jean Feldman. All Day Long

Dr. Jean Feldman. Keep On Singing and Dancing with Dr. Jean

Dr. Jean Feldman. Is Everybody Happy?

Dr. Jean Feldman. Silly Songs

Greg and Steve. We All Live Together, Volume 5

Jack Hartman and Becky Bailey. It Starts in the Heart

Imagination Movers. Calling All Movers

Raffi. Rise and Shine
Technology Related Activities

	Area
	Resources

	All
	www.kindergartentreehouse.com

	All
	www.first-school.com

	All
	www.mailboxcompanion.com

	All
	www.mrspohlmeyerskinderpage.com

	All
	www.beehappyteaching.com


Name/School_________________________________
Unit No.:______________

Grade            ________________________________
Unit Name:________________

Feedback Form

This form should be filled out as the unit is being taught and turned in to your teacher coach upon completion.
	Concern and/or Activity Number
	Changes needed*
	Justification for changes 

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


If you suggest an activity substitution, please attach a copy of the activity narrative formatted like the activities in the APCC (i.e. GLEs, guiding questions, etc.).




READING AND LANGUAGE ARTS ESSENTIALS LEVEL 1 


Suggested Time Frame:   August – September 26 


Welcome to School, School Environment, All About Me,


 Family, Homes, Friends, My 5 Senses 





FOCUS PHONEME


None


ORAL LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITIES


Goal:  Answers questions posed by an adult





STORYBOOK READING ACTIVITIES  


Goal:  Attend to storybooks read aloud 





PHONOLOGICAL AWARENESS INSTRUCTION 


Goal:  Attend to storybooks read aloud 





WORK WITH LETTERS   


Goal:  Attend to storybooks read aloud 








Black Line Master


(BLMs are in alphabetical order on APSB.ORG)


BLM Graph:  How Did You Come To School Today?
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