

2nd Grade Social Studies – Unit 1 

Teacher Name: ___________________________






School Year:  ___________________
 Comprehensive Curriculum

Assessment Documentation and Concept Correlation
Unit 1: Aspects of a Community: Its Citizens  
Time Frame: Approximately Two (2) Weeks
	Big Picture: (Taken from Unit Description and Student Understanding)
· A local community is made of a diverse population.
· Each member of a community has a role within the community, just as students have a role within their school community.
· Students should become active, responsible citizens in both the school and the community by demonstrating the elements of fair play, good sportsmanship, and respect for the rights and opinions of others as well as by obeying rules and helping leaders solve problems. 

	Guiding Questions
	Activities
The essential activities are denoted by an asterisk.
	GLEs
	DOCUMENTATION                       
Documented GLEs

GLES 

Bloom’s Level

GLES

Date and Method of Assessment

Explain the need/purpose/
importance of having

rules in the school,
community, and society
(Analysis)

21

Explain how citizens help 

leaders in a community

solve problems

(Comprehension)    
22

Define the meaning of the term community citizen (Comprehension)
23

Identify examples of responsible citizenship in the school and community settings (Application)

24

Discuss the elements of fair play and good sportsmanship, respect for the rights and opinions of others, and respect for rules (Application)
25

Describe actions

individuals or groups may

take to improve their

community (Analysis)
26

Identify a community issue and describe how good citizenship can help solve the problem (Analysis)
28

Reflections


	Concept 1:  Rules and Their Impact on Communities

1.  Can students 

    explain what it  

    means to be a

   good citizen at 

   school and in the 

   community 

   (community 

   citizen)?

2. Can students 

    explain why we 

    need rules?


	*Activity 1: What is a Rule?

GQ 2


	21
	

	
	*Activity 2:  Why We Need Rules

GQ 2 
 
	21
	

	
	*Activity 3:  Responsible Citizens

GQ 1,2
	22,24,

25,26,

28
	

	
	*Activity 4:  Rules and Responsibilities in Fiction and Real Life

GQ 1,2


	21,22
	

	
	*Activity 5:  Addressing Community Problems

GQ 1

	26, 28
	

	
	*Activity 6: School-Based PBS Lessons


	21
	

	Concept 2:  Citizenship

1.  Can students 

    explain what it  

    means to be a

    good citizen at   

    school and  in

    the community

    (community  

    citizen) ?

2.  Can students 
     explain why we 

     need rules and 
     why the 
     elements of fair 
     play, good 
     sportsmanship, 

     and respect for
     the rights and 

     opinions of 
     others is 
     important?
	*Activity 7:  Building Character

GQ  1


	24, 25
	

	
	Activity 8:  Building Classroom Community

GQ 1


	24, 25
	

	
	Activity 9:  Being A Good Citizen in the Classroom

GQ 1,2
	24, 25
	

	
	Activity 10:  Being A Good Citizen

GQ1
	23, 24,

25
	

	
	Activity 11:  Practicing Good Citizenship

GQ 1


	23, 24, 25
	

	
	Activity 12: School-Based PBS Lessons
	24, 25
	


Unit 1: Aspects of a Community: Its Citizens

Concept 1:  Rules and Their Impact on Communities

GLEs

*Bolded GLEs are documented.

21
Explain the need/purpose/importance of having rules in the school, community, and society (Analysis)
22
Explain how citizens help leaders in a community solve problems (Comprehension)    

26
Describe actions individuals or groups may take to improve their community    

                       (Analysis)

            28        Identify a community issue and describe how good citizenship can help solve 
the problem (Analysis)


	Guiding Questions
1. Can students explain what it means to be a good citizen at school and in the community? 

2. Can students explain why we need rules?
	Assessment Ideas
· TMT

· Journal Writing can be done throughout this unit

· Graphic Organizers can be used to assess students’ knowledge of concepts (e.g., Venn diagram, Webs, charts, etc.) 

· Activity Specific Assessment - Activity 2

· Activity Specific Assessment - Activity 5

	Recommended Vocabulary
1. Community         2. Citizen         3. Rules       4. Citizenship          5. Responsibility    

	Textbook Correlation

· See Scott Foresman’s Correlation to Grade Level Expectations
	Resources

· Trade Books (see activity 3)

· Journal

· School-Based PBS Lesson Plans

· United Streaming if applicable




Louisiana Comprehensive Curriculum/Teacher Made Activities

Note:  The essential activities are denoted by an asterisk and are key to the development of student understandings of each concept.  Any activities that are substituted for essential activities must cover the same GLEs to the same Bloom’s level.

*Activity 1:  What is a Rule? (CC Unit 4) (GLE: 21)
Materials List: learning logs, chart paper, overhead projector (optional)

Help students define the term rule.  Then, begin a discussion on rules by having students reply to a SPAWN (view literacy strategy descriptions) prompt written on the board.   SPAWN is an acronym that stands for five categories of writing options (Special Powers, Problem Solving, Alternative Viewpoints, What if? and Next). These categories can create numerous thought-provoking and meaningful prompts related to any topic. The teacher begins by targeting the kind of thinking students should be exhibiting. Next, the teacher selects a category of SPAWN that best accommodates the kind of thinking about the content students should exhibit. The teacher presents the SPAWN prompt to the students by writing it on the board or projecting it from an overhead projector. Prompts may be used before or after new content is presented. The teacher should allow students to write their responses within a reasonable period of time. Students should be asked to copy the prompt in their notebooks before writing their responses. Since this is not formal writing, it should not be graded as such. Instead, give students credit for completing responses. SPAWN writing should be a tool students can use to reflect on their developing disciplinary knowledge and critical thinking. 

On the board, write the following SPAWN prompt: What if there were no rules anywhere in the world?  Have students write responses to the prompt in their learning logs. (view literacy strategy descriptions)   Give students about ten minutes to respond to the prompt, then have them share what they have written. As students give their responses, write them on the board or chart paper. Use these responses to introduce to the students the idea that rules play an important role in their lives.  Using brainstorming (view literacy strategy descriptions), have students make a list of places that have rules, (e.g., home, school, library, parks, etc.).  Discuss how rules may be different for different places. Put students into small groups of three or four. Have students make a list of rules they may have for home and school. Have groups share their lists and compare how the rules are alike and different. Discuss why different places need different rules and who should follow the rules. Using students’ responses to the prompt and the class discussion, help students identify purposes for having rules.
Students could use appropriate “Thinking Map “on rules.

*Activity 2:  Why We Need Rules (CC Unit 4) (GLE: 21)


Materials List: school handbook

The classroom community simulates the larger community where students live. Cooperation and interdependence help students to develop characteristics of responsibility and citizenship. Have students use the school handbook to introduce the privileges and responsibilities of student citizenship. Discuss the importance and purposes for having rules. Put students in small groups to create classroom rules based on the school guidelines. Bring students together to compile a list. List on the chalkboard all rules students created. Have students choose four or five rules to be used for their classroom. Rules should be based on the ones students feel are most important in building their classroom community. Display the rules in the classroom both for student behavior modification and for instruction concerning the development of laws. Have students perform skits that illustrate each of the class rules. Select books and writing experiences to help develop these concepts. 
	Activity-Specific Assessment

Have students dictate one rule and draw a picture illustrating a good citizen following that rule. 


*Activity 3: Responsible Citizens (GLEs: 22, 24. 25, 26, 28)

Materials List: Venn diagram, The Boy Who Cried Wolf, chart paper, poster paper 

Discuss ways in which the class is like a family.  Explore similarities between a family and a school.   Compare family rules to classroom rules using a Venn diagram graphic organizer (view literacy strategy descriptions).  Then read the book The Boy Who Cried Wolf to the students.  Guide students to understand that actions have consequences.  Discuss with students what the consequences of the boy’s actions were.  Have a discussion about classroom responsibility. Discuss what the students’ and teacher’s responsibilities are in the classroom. Make a chart of these responsibilities on the board.  Discuss the consequences of being irresponsible and the rewards for being responsible.  Discuss with students how together they comprise a classroom community.  Put students with a partner and have them list examples of responsible citizenship in the classroom.  Then share student responses. Create a poster showing ways students can be responsible citizens in the classroom.  Hang the poster on the wall and refer to it throughout the year to reinforce the concept of citizenship.  

Discuss with students the role of a responsible citizen in a community.  Help students make a list of things responsible citizens do to help their community.  Explain that by voting and getting involved in the community, citizens can help leaders solve problems.  Have students think of a problem that could arise in their community and how citizens could help leaders solve this problem.  Discuss ways individuals or groups may take to improve their community.  The following site may be used for information on responsibilities of citizens:  http://bensguide.gpo.gov/3-5/citizenship/responsibilities.html
*Activity 4:  Rules and Responsibilities in Fiction and Real Life (CC Unit 4) (GLEs: 21,22)

Materials List: Officer Buckle and Gloria, Island of the Skog, Yertle the Turtle, Horton Hatches the Egg, or Roxaboxen
Students should begin to make the transition from following classroom rules to observing community rules or laws. 

Read selections of fiction such as Officer Buckle and Gloria, Island of the Skog, Yertle the Turtle, Horton Hatches the Egg, and Roxaboxen. [Officer Buckle and Gloria can be viewed on United Streaming.]  Ask students to share how the characters in the readings were responsible citizens and followed rules.  Have students create a chart comparing characters in the readings to members of the local community.  Allow them to role-play good citizenship from the readings and dictate or write about their experiences as community members.  

Then invite community members to the class to speak about leadership qualities and their contributions to the community.  Have the class make a bulletin board display with pictures of community members who demonstrate good citizenship.  

Next, conduct a discussion about ways citizens can help community leaders solve problems.  Generate a list of problems facing the community. Engage students in a discussion on ways to help solve the community’s problems. Have students write letters to parish and state leaders stating how they can help to solve the problems. Ask each student to read his or her letter to the class before sending the letters to the proper authorities. (Encourage students to share any replies to their letters.)  Invite a community leader to speak to the class about problems and issues facing the community, and have him or her suggest ways that citizens can help solve those problems.

*Activity 5:  Addressing Community Problems (CC Unit 4) (GLEs: 26, 28)

Materials List: poster paper 
Engage the students in discussions about community problems. Have students create a list of problems, then vote on two problems to focus on. Use direct instruction to provide students with sufficient information about the problem to ensure that they can complete the assignment. Invite a community representative to discuss the problems and provide possible solutions. 

Assign committees of three or four students to create a poster that captures the central theme associated with one problem (e.g., pollution and its impact on area wildlife). Ask committee members to include textual information and pictures illustrating the problem. The students should describe how the actions of individuals and groups can improve the community. Ask students to explain how their poster could help solve the community problem by making people aware of the community’s needs. 

	Activity-Specific Assessment

Project Rubric:  Poster
Students:

3 points

All

2 points

Some

1 point

Little

· Contains textual information

· Text is legible

· Pictures illustrate the problems

· Pictures are neatly drawn




*Activity 6:  School-Based PBS  (GLE: 21)

Activities will be school specific according to the school PBS team.  
Sample Assessment Items

· Activity-Specific Assessment - Activity 2

· Activity-Specific Assessment - Activity 5
Unit 1: Aspects of a Community: Its Citizens

Concept 2:  Citizenship

GLEs

*Bolded GLEs are documented.

23
Define the meaning of the term community citizen (Comprehension)
24
Identify examples of responsible citizenship in the school and community settings (Application)
25
Discuss the elements of fair play and good sportsmanship, respect for the rights and opinions of others, and respect for rules (Application)
	Guiding Questions
1. Can students explain what it means to be a good citizen at school and in the community? 

2. Can students explain why we need rules and why the elements of fair play, good sportsmanship and respect for rights and opinions of others are important?


	Assessment Ideas
· Teacher Made Test

· Journal Writing can be done throughout this unit

· Graphic Organizers can be used to assess students’ knowledge of concepts (e.g., Venn diagram, Webs, charts, etc.) 

· Activity-Specific Assessment - Activity 8

	Recommended Vocabulary
1. Citizenship       2. Community       3. Sportsmanship        4. Trait      5. Respect      6. Fairness     7. Caring   

	Textbook Correlation
· See Scott Foresman’s Correlation to Grade Level Expectations
	Resources
· School-Based PBS Lesson Plans

· United Streaming if applicable


Louisiana Comprehensive Curriculum/Teacher Made Activities
Note:  The essential activities are denoted by an asterisk (*) and are key to the development of student understandings of each concept.  Any activities that are substituted for essential activities must cover the same GLEs to the same Bloom’s level.

*Activity 7:  Building Character (CC Unit 4) (GLEs: 23, 24, 25)

Materials List: Vocabulary Self-Awareness Chart BLM

Display the terms community citizen and citizenship.  Discuss with the students the meaning of these words.  Explain to students that good citizens have special character traits.  Provide students with a list of character traits.  Have them complete a self-assessment of their knowledge of the words using a vocabulary self-awareness chart (view literacy strategy descriptions) like the one below.  Do not give students definitions or examples at this stage.  Ask students to rate their understanding of each word with either a “+” (understands well), “√” (limited understanding or unsure), or a “-” (don’t know).  Throughout the unit students should be told to return often to the chart and add new information to it.  The goal is to replace all the check marks and minus signs with plus signs.  (See the Vocabulary Self-Awareness Chart BLM and the sample below.)
	Citizenship - Character Traits

	Word
	+
	√
	-
	Examples 
	Definition

	responsibility
	
	
	
	
	

	caring
	
	
	
	
	


Throughout the year, the teacher should use a variety of activities that focus on building character traits: responsibility, respect, fairness, caring, etc. 

For information on citizenship the following resources may be used: http://bensguide.gpo.gov/3-5/citizenship/index.html
http://www.midgefrazel.net/character.html    
http://www.goodcharacter.com/EStopics.html 

http://www.charactercenter.com
Activity 8:  Building Classroom Community (CC Unit 4) (GLEs: 23, 24, 25)

Materials List: Tops and Bottoms, 6” x 6” colored construction paper, class journal or log

Discuss that each student has special gifts, talents, and abilities which make him/her special.

Next, discuss the importance of showing appreciation for others, and how that contributes to making their classroom a more pleasant place. Then discuss the importance of being able to have and express opinions. Ask students what it means to cooperate? Discuss working together and working alone. Suggest reading books that show students the characters working together (e.g., Tops and Bottoms).  Brainstorm (view literacy strategy descriptions) ways that show people cooperating and getting along.  Help students gain a better understanding and sense of respect for each other. Pair students with someone they do not know well. Have them list ways in which they are alike and different. Have students share their findings. 

Ask students if they have ever seen a patchwork quilt. Tell them that many different smaller pieces add to the uniqueness of the larger quilt. Explain that they will create a paper quilt from squares, which will represent ways in which their classroom community can show good citizenship. These squares, when pieced together, will reflect the uniqueness of the class as a whole. Give each student a quilt square (a 6” x 6” piece of colored construction paper). Instruct them to write their names on the squares and draw themselves doing something that would make them responsible citizens in the classroom. Then glue the pieces together and hang them on a wall within the classroom.

Address diversity through the use of class meetings. Hold class meetings during the first half-hour of the school day. Students and teachers should sit in a circle and discuss the day ahead, special projects, etc. Meetings should also provide students with the opportunity to share ideas, concerns, stories, news about family, successes, etc. Keep a log (journal) of ideas and concerns discussed at meetings. This may be used as a foundation for building and improving the classroom community.  
	Activity-Specific Assessment

Journal:  A log of what was discussed at class meetings should be kept.  Record any concerns students may have and ways they were addressed.  The entries into the log should be student input.  Assign students the job of writing entries into the log. 


Activity 9: Being a Good Citizen in the Classroom (GLEs: 23, 25)

Materials List: chart paper, video showing fair play and good sportsmanship (optional)   
Review with students the term community citizen.  Discuss with the students the concepts of fair play, good sportsmanship, showing respect for the opinions of others, and respect for rules.  Chart student responses on the board or on chart paper using a chart similar to the one below.  

               Fair Play                     Good Sportsmanship                        Respect

	What does fair play mean?


	What does good sportsmanship mean?
	What does respect mean?

	How do you show fair play?


	How do you show good sportsmanship?
	How do you show respect for others?


Next, the teacher should introduce the concepts of fair play and good sportsmanship by watching a video or listening to a story.  After watching/listening, hold a discussion with the class about what was being depicted in the video or story.  Help guide the discussion by asking such questions as, “What were some ways that fair play and good sportsmanship were shown in the video/story?”  The teacher should record students’ responses on chart paper or on a chalkboard.  Have students draw a scene from the story they saw/heard and write (or dictate) a sentence explaining the drawing. If necessary, have students rewrite it for display. Display the students’ annotated illustrations in the classroom (e.g., on a bulletin board entitled “Cooperation”).  Have the students play a familiar outdoor game (e.g., kick ball). Before playing the game, review the concept of fair play and good sportsmanship. Write the students’ comments on chart paper listing behaviors that are appropriate or inappropriate (e.g., taking turns kicking the ball is fair play; cutting in line to kick the ball would be unfair play). After the chart is complete, have students practice and apply this knowledge to what they learned by playing the game.  
Repeat the above activity with the concepts of “respect for the rights and opinions of others” and “respect for rules.”  These concepts should be reinforced and practiced throughout the year. 

Activity 10: Being a Good Citizen (GLEs: 23, 24, 25)

Materials List: The Sneetches, chart paper, student journal, hand puppets
Write the term citizen on the board.  Begin by telling the students that a citizen is a member of a special community or group of people. Explain that a person can be a citizen of a very large community like the United States, and that a person can also be a citizen of much smaller communities like a classroom, a neighborhood, or a city. Explain to the students that to become a citizen, special requirements must be met.  For example, a classroom citizen must be enrolled in school, attend class regularly, and follow the established rules. Emphasize that being a citizen is a privilege and that responsibilities come with that privilege.  The teacher will use directed reading-thinking activity (DR-TA) (view literacy strategy descriptions) which invites students to make predictions, and then check their predictions during and after the reading. The teacher will lead a discussion that elicits information the students may already have about citizenship.  Students’ ideas and information should be recorded on the board or chart paper.  Read the book The Sneetches by Dr. Seuss.  Discuss the title of the book and have students make predictions about the story.  Write student predictions on the board or on chart paper.  Then, read the book, stopping occasionally to check students’ predictions and to revise predictions when necessary.  Once the reading is completed, use student predictions as a discussion tool to help students understand what it means to be a good citizen. 

Have students write in their journals what it means to be a good citizen. Have the class brainstorm a list of do's and don'ts for citizenship. Ask for specific examples of each behavior they identify.  Have students role-play good citizenship themselves or use hand puppets to do so. Then have the group critique each of the role-plays.

*Activity 11:  Practicing Good Citizenship (CC Unit 4) (GLEs: 23, 24, 25)

Materials List: student journal, construction paper, books focusing on good citizenship  
Using prior activities and background knowledge have students define the term community citizen in their student journals.   Discuss the meaning of the term, making sure students have a good understanding of the concept.  Discuss with students local and national heroes who are good citizens.  Together with the students, make a list of these heroes and tell why they are good citizens.  Help students understand that good citizens help solve problems in the community and take actions to improve their community.  Then assign students stories and books that focus on good citizenship. Set aside time during each day to discuss events and story lines in one or more books. Ask students to write about the characters and to identify the traits and deeds that relate to good citizenship.  Post positive character traits, such as honesty, self-discipline, and responsibility, on the bulletin board. During class discussions, ask students to identify those traits and to share with classmates ways that they can practice good citizenship.  This activity should be repeated throughout the year. 

Then have students construct a paper tree for a bulletin board or wall display. Have students label each branch with one of the traits listed in the first part of this activity. Ask them to draw pictures of characters from the stories that exemplify these traits and then tape their pictures on the appropriate tree branches. Have students add leaves to the branches as they observe a good citizen behavior, such as following rules, playing fairly, exhibiting good sportsmanship, helping others, and keeping an area clean. Each leaf should be labeled with the behavior and who exhibited it. Explain to students that sharing and supporting others make them good community citizens. Ask them to share other ways that they are good citizens. 

Suggested Stories: Being a Good Citizen by Mary Small, I am a Good Citizen by Mary Small, The 500 Hats of Bartholomew Cubbins by Dr. Seuss, The Lorax by Dr. Seuss, Alexander, Who Used to Be Rich Last Sunday by Judith Viorst, The Biggest Bear by Lynd Ward, Horton Hears a Who! by Dr. Seuss, The Boy Who Cried Wolf by Aesop, Harry in Trouble by Yossi Abolafia, and Stone Fox by John Gardiner,
*Activity 12:  School-Based PBS  (GLEs: 24, 25)
Activities will be school specific according to the school PBS team.  
Sample Assessment Items 

General Guidelines

Documentation of student understanding is recommended to be in the form of portfolio assessment. Teacher observations and records as well as student-generated products may be included in the portfolio. All items should be dated and clearly labeled to effectively show student growth over time.
General Assessments

· Teacher Observation and Judgment: Several activities in this unit involve students working cooperatively. Students’ behaviors can best be recorded and assessed by teacher observation and judgments. The following checklist may be used:

	COOPERATIVE LEARNING BEHAVIORS

	Name: 
	Marking Period 1 2 3 4
	Date: 

	Group Work Behavior
	Yes
	No
	Sometimes
	Comments

	· Act as leader
	
	
	
	

	· Listens attentively
	
	
	
	

	· Contributes to group work
	
	
	
	

	· Works cooperatively
	
	
	
	

	· Takes turns
	
	
	
	


· Learning Log (Journal): Students write down information they learned throughout the unit (e.g., Today I learned…).
· Role-play: Throughout this unit, students role-play different situations. This may be used to check understanding of concepts.
Activity-Specific Assessments – Activity 8
Name:  _____________________________   School_________________________________


Feedback Form
This form should be filled out as the unit is being taught and turned in to your teacher coach upon completion.
	Concern and/or Activity Number
	Changes needed*
	Justification for changes 

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


* If you suggest an activity substitution, please attach a copy of the activity narrative formatted like the activities in the APCC (i.e. GLEs, guiding questions, etc.).
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