3rd Grade Social Studies: Unit 1: Louisiana’s Geography


 Comprehensive Curriculum Assessment Documentation and Concept Correlation
Unit 1: Louisiana’s Geography

Time Frame: Approximately 3 weeks
	Big Picture: (Taken from Unit Description and Student Understanding)
· Urban, suburban and rural communities differ and contribute to the make up of Louisiana. 
· Louisiana can be divided into different regions-- each with their own characteristics and geographic features.
· Geographic tools can be used to find locations on various types of maps. 

	Guiding Questions
	Activities
The essential activities are denoted by an asterisk.
	GLEs
	DOCUMENTATION                       
Documented GLEs

GLES 

Bloom’s Level

GLES

Date and Method of Assessment

Describe characteristics and uses of various maps (e.g., physical, political, topographical, population) (Comprehension)
1

Differentiate between a bar, pictograph and circle graph. (Application
2

Use compass rose and cardinal directions to locate and interpret a map of the community and Louisiana (Application)
4

Locate major geographic features of Louisiana on a map. (Comprehension)
5

Construct a chart, line graph, or diagram to display geographical information  (Synthesis)
6

Sketch a simple map of Louisiana from memory (mental map) 
(Knowledge)
7

Show the location of a specified place by entering it on a labeled grid (e.g., the library is located at [grid point] (Comprehension)
8

Describe and compare the physical characteristics of various regions of Louisiana. (Application)
9

Locate, describe, and compare urban, suburban, and rural communities in Louisiana. (Application)
14

Locate the town, parish, state, and country in which the student lives on a political map.  (Knowledge)

18



	Concept 1:  Map Skills

1.  Can students understand and 

     describe the characteristics   

     and uses of various maps?

2.  Can students use geographic 

     tools to locate major    

      geographic features on a     

      map and compare 

     various areas of Louisiana?
	*Activity 1:  Where in Louisiana?

GQ  2


	4
	

	
	*Activity 2:  Using Map Skills

GQ  1, 2 


	1, 4, 5, 7, 9, 18
	

	
	*Activity 3:   Map and Graph Match

GQ  1, 2


	1,2, 
	

	
	*Activity 4:   Using Map Grids
GQ  1


	4, 8
	

	Concept 2:  Louisiana Regions and Communities

2.  Can students use geographic 

     tools to locate major  

     geographic features on a map    

     and compare various areas of     

     Louisiana?

3.  Can students describe and 

     compare the physical 

     characteristics of various     

     regions of Louisiana?
	*Activity 5:  Using Map Skills

GQ  2, 3
	5, 6
	

	
	Activity 6:  Classifying Communities 

GQ  2, 3
	14
	

	
	*Activity 7: Physical Characteristics of Communities  

GQ  2, 3
	6, 9, 14
	

	
	*Activity 8: Louisiana’s Physical Characteristics

GQ  2, 3
	6, 9 
	

	
	Activity 9: Louisiana Regional Quilt

GQ  2, 3
	6, 9
	


Unit 1: Louisiana’s Geography

Concept 1:  Maps Skills

GLEs

*Bolded GLEs are documented.

1 Describe characteristics and uses of various maps (e.g., physical, political, topographical, population) (Comprehension)
2 Differentiate between a bar, pictograph and circle graph. (Application)
4
Use compass rose and cardinal directions to locate and interpret a map of the community and Louisiana (Application)
7
Sketch a simple map of Louisiana from memory (mental map) (Knowledge)
8
Show the location of a specified place by entering it on a labeled grid (e.g., the library is located at [grid point] (Comprehension)
18 Locate the town, parish, state, and country in which the student lives on a political map  (Knowledge)

	Guiding Questions
1. Can students understand and describe the characteristics and uses of various maps?

2. Can students use geographic tools to locate major geographic features on a map and compare various areas in Louisiana?

	Assessment Ideas

· Have students complete map grids with various coordinates.
· Have students write a description of key geographic features in the chosen region.

· Activity- Specific Assessment-Activity 4

	Key Concepts

· Use a compass rose and cardinal directions (north, south, east, west) to locate places on a map of the community and of Louisiana.
· Use a map to locate major geographic features.
· Describe physical characteristics of various regions of Louisiana using a map.

· Describe characteristics and various uses of maps (physical, political, topographical, population, product).

· Interpret a graph, chart, map, or diagram.

	Recommended Vocabulary

1.  locate                             2. parish              3.  physical map                   4.  political map               

5.  topographical Map        6. vegetation       7.  geographical features      8.  longitude                                    9.  latitude                         10. globe             11.  community                    12. compass rose          

13. cardinal Directions     14. map                15. intermediate direction    16. state

17. population                  18. density



	Textbook Correlation
· Louisiana Textbook p. R2,R3, R4, R5
· Social Studies Textbook Chapter 4 p. 80-83


Teacher Note:  The website 

http://www.louisiana.gov/wps/portal/.cmd/cs/.ce/155/.s/1118/_s.155/1117/_me/1117 is a good source of information on Louisiana.

Instructional Activities 

Note:  The essential activities are denoted by an asterisk and are key to the development of student understandings of each concept.  Any activities that are substituted for essential activities must cover the same GLEs to the same Bloom’s level.

*Activity 1:  Where in Louisiana?   (CC Unit 2) (GLE 4)
Materials List: blank physical map of Louisiana parishes, 3 x 5 index cards, local community or parish maps, Inspiration© software (optional)
Before this activity the teacher will need to prepare the following: 

· A blank physical map of Louisiana divided into parishes

· Cardinal direction cards.  Use note cards to write down various directions such as these:  

· Name a river located to the east of Baton Rouge.

· What direction would you travel to visit the Gulf of Mexico? 

· Is Monroe located north or east of Alexandria? 
Review compass rose and cardinal directions with the students. Have students locate a compass rose and map key on various maps. Provide students with a blank physical map of Louisiana divided into parishes. Have students take turns reading cardinal direction cards aloud to the class and providing answers. Repeat this activity using a community or parish map for the area in which students reside.   
Map websites:

Louisiana parish map

 http://geology.com/county-map/louisiana.shtml
Louisiana-shaped blank map http://www.eduplace.com/ss/socsci/books/content/statemaps/pdfs/la_map.pdf
*Activity 2:  Using Map Skills (CC Unit 1) (GLEs 1, 4, 5, 7, 9, 18) 

Materials List: U. S. map; Louisiana parish, physical, political, topographical, and population maps; crayons/colored markers; blank paper; Word Grid for Types of Maps BLM, poster paper (optional)    

Look at a map of the United States. Talk about the differences between states and countries. Have students identify and locate their state. Look at a map of Louisiana or use the U.S. map. Ask students to locate their parish and town using the compass rose and cardinal directions. Next, provide students with a list of geographical features such as: Lake Pontchartrain, Mississippi River, Gulf of Mexico, Red River, Kisatchie Hills, and Port of New Orleans. Let students work in groups to locate each on a map. The teacher should work as a facilitator leading students to the correct source of information. Provide students with a Louisiana outline map such as the one from http://www.louisiana101.com/laparishes2.gif. Have them color in their parish and label their town.

Provide students with a blank sheet of paper. Ask them to sketch a map of Louisiana from memory. Do this at the beginning of the unit and save the maps. Look at a map of the United States. Talk about the different shapes and sizes of states. Draw some conclusions about where the largest and smallest states, in area, are located. Talk about the borders of states and find those with natural boundaries, such as rivers. Ask students to identify Louisiana ports. Talk with students about how transportation networks coincide with the natural boundaries. Look at a map of Louisiana. After this part of the activity, have students sketch another map of Louisiana by using a U.S. map as a reference. Have them share their maps with the class, if they choose. Save the maps. At the end of the study of Louisiana geography, ask students to sketch a map again from memory and include any information that they have learned. Have students compare the three maps. 

Show students different types of maps of Louisiana or the United States. Maps should include physical, political, and/or topographical information. Ask students to compare and contrast the maps by using a word grid. 

Have students complete a word grid (view literacy strategy descriptions) by placing an “x” in the corresponding space next to the map type that answers each question. (See the Word Grid for Types of Maps BLM and the sample below.) Each question may have more than one answer. After the grid is complete, students may add their own questions to the grid. The teacher should have a copy of the word grid to work with students before letting students work independently. Word grids allow students to make a connection with terminology and their characteristics or definitions. 
	Questions
	Physical Map
	Political Map
	Road Map
	Topographical Map

	Which map would be best to use for driving around Louisiana?
	
	
	
	


Additional Map Websites

Louisiana population map http://content.answers.com/main/content/wp/en/e/ed/Louisiana_population_map.png
Louisiana population map  

http://www.doa.louisiana.gov/census/theme/90pop.gif
Louisiana parish map  

http://geology.com/state-map/maps/louisiana-county-map.gif
Louisiana state map  

http://geology.com/state-map/maps/louisiana-state-map.gif
Louisiana road map 

http://www.louisiana-map.org/louisiana-road-map.gif
*Activity 3:  Map and Graph Match (CC Unit 1) (GLEs 1, 2)
Materials List: examples of bar graphs, pictographs, and circle graphs; Louisiana political, physical, topographical, and population maps; 3 x 5 index cards

Display examples of bar graphs, pictographs, and circle graphs. Have students explain the differences in each graph by giving examples of the types of information that each graph is best used for.

Explain to students the differences among physical, political, topographical, and population maps. Explain that political maps show locations and borders of places, such as states and countries. Tell students that borders are man-made. A physical map shows what the land and water of Earth look like. Physical maps can be used to find out where mountains, lakes, and oceans are located. A topographical map shows the Earth’s elevations. A topographical map can be used to find the height of mountains and the elevations of valleys and plains. A population map shows the population of different areas found on a map and can be used to compare populations over different time periods. 

To develop student understanding of physical and political maps, have students create vocabulary cards (view literacy strategy descriptions) for terms related to both. Provide students with 3 x 5 index cards and ask them to follow directions in creating a sample card. Draw the diagram below on the chalkboard and place a term in the middle of the drawn card. (See example) Ask students to provide a definition of it in their own words. Write the definition on the board in the appropriate space. Next, ask students to list the characteristics or description of the term and write that information in the correct space. Then ask for examples of the term. Finally create a simple illustration in the last area of the card. 


[image: image1]
Now have students make their own word cards. Allow students time to review, and then find a partner to quiz and check for accurate information on the cards. 

Provide students in cooperative groups with two packets. The first packet should contain various copies of maps (e.g., physical, political, topographical, population) of the United States, Louisiana, and the parish where students reside. The second packet should contain examples of bar graphs, pictographs and circle graphs depicting information relating to the maps in Packet 1. Each packet should also contain a 3x5 inch index card with the correct name and type of each graph or map. Students will work together to match the correct map or graph to the correct name. When students have completed this task, have them justify their choices in a classroom discussion.
Additional map websites:

Population map:

http://content.answers.com/main/content/wp/en/e/ed/Louisiana_population_map.png 
Population map

http://www.doa.louisiana.gov/census/theme/90pop.gif
Louisiana parish map  

http://geology.com/state-map/maps/louisiana-county-map.gif
Louisiana state map  

http://geology.com/state-map/maps/louisiana-state-map.gif
Louisiana road map  
http://www.louisiana-map.org/louisiana-road-map.gif  
Activity-Specific Assessment

Have students identify a region of Louisiana and write the name of the region in the triangle. Ask them to write three statements about the region, one each in the three connected ovals. Have them use those statements to explain how regions of Louisiana are similar and different.
*Activity 4:  Using Map Grids (CC Unit 1) (GLE 4, 8) 

Materials List: 1-inch grid paper, colored dots, crayons or markers, school map, Louisiana map with compass rose, community map with compass rose

Distribute an 8 ½ x 11 inch sheet of paper with 1-inch squares drawn on it. Discuss with students how they can use a map grid to find locations. Have students label the bottoms of their grids with the numbers 1-7 and the left hand side with the letters A-H. Have students place a colored dot on various coordinates such as A-3, B-2, H-7, etc. 
Enlarge a map of the school and school grounds, and draw a grid on the map to use as a demonstration of this activity. Provide students with a similar map of the school drawn on a sheet of graph paper. Teachers can create an easy school map on graph paper. Demonstrate how to use the small squares to find locations within the school by identifying the location of the classroom on a grid drawn on the enlarged map. Find a location by asking, for example, what is located at A-2?  Ask students to provide a grid number for other areas within the school, such as the cafeteria, art room, band room, and so on. Students can do this as a class or in pairs. Check their work to determine if they understand the geographical use of grids. 

Next, have students look at a map of Louisiana and/or their community with a compass rose. Have students explain the use of a compass rose. Ask students to use intermediate directions to locate various locations. 

To extend this lesson, ask students to make a grid of their houses or bedrooms to share with the class. 

Discuss longitude and latitude, explaining that coordinates or meridians are used to locate places on maps and on a globe.

Unit 1: Louisiana’s Geography

Concept 2:  LA Regions and Communities

GLEs

*Bolded GLEs are documented.

5    Locate major geographic features of Louisiana on a map (Comprehension)
6
Construct a chart, line graph, or diagram to display geographical information  (Synthesis)
      9
Describe and compare the physical characteristics of various regions of Louisiana 
(Application)
14 Locate, describe, and compare urban, suburban, and rural communities in Louisiana (Application)

	Guiding Questions
1. Can students understand and describe the characteristics and uses of various maps?

2. Can students explain patterns of    

      settlement in Louisiana, past and    

      present?
	Assessment Ideas
· TMT
· Have students complete student quilt blocks.
· Activity Specific Assessment- Activity 8

	Key Concepts

· Use a map to locate major geographic features.

· Comparison of urban, suburban, and rural communities in Louisiana.

	Recommended Vocabulary

1.  Landforms                      2. Culture                       3.  Urban                       4.  Suburban                            5. Rural                               6.  Region        

        

	Textbook Correlation



Teacher Note:  The website http://www.louisiana.gov/wps/portal/.cmd/cs/.ce/155/.s/1118/_s.155/1117/_me/1117 is a good source of information on Louisiana.

Instructional Activities

Note:  The essential activities are denoted by an asterisk and are key to the development of student understandings of each concept.  Any activities that are substituted for essential activities must cover the same GLEs to the same Bloom’s level.

*Activity 5:  Using Map Skills (CC Unit 1) (GLEs 5, 6)
Have students identify and color the geographic regions of Louisiana on a Louisiana map. (See http://landmarks.lsu.edu/map.html for a regional map of Louisiana.) Maps are available at the Louisiana Voices website, http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/1/1f/Louisiana_regions_map.svg/666px-Louisiana_regions_map.svg.png, under Online Maps. Divide students into groups and have them work collaboratively to research the physical characteristics of two regions. Students should prepare a report, PowerPoint® presentation, or poster that compares the two regions and present it to the class. Ask them to include information about climate and key physical geographic features, including landforms, bodies of water, climate, precipitation, elevation, bayous, swamps, marshes, and types of vegetation. 

Additional Map Websites

Louisiana population map http://content.answers.com/main/content/wp/en/e/ed/Louisiana_population_map.png
Louisiana population map  

http://www.doa.louisiana.gov/census/theme/90pop.gif
Louisiana parish map  

http://geology.com/state-map/maps/louisiana-county-map.gif
Louisiana state map  

http://geology.com/state-map/maps/louisiana-state-map.gif
Louisiana road map 

http://www.louisiana-map.org/louisiana-road-map.gif
Activity 6:  Classifying Communities (Teacher-Made) (GLE 14)

Discuss characteristics of urban, rural and suburban areas. Find pictures (books, internet, etc.) to show the class and have them identify the area as urban, rural or suburban.  Have them justify their responses.  Working in small groups, students will look through magazine and newspapers to locate examples of each area.  Students will create a chart to display their pictures.

*Activity 7:  Physical Characteristics of Communities (CC Unit 1) (GLE 6, 9, 14)

Materials List: pictures of urban, rural, and suburban communities; poster board; Community Posters BLM 

Show students various pictures of different communities. Ask students to identify each as rural, urban, or suburban. Have students discuss the similarities and differences in each type of community. Lead the classroom in a discussion about their community and how it differs from the other two communities. Have students cut a piece of poster board into four pieces. Students will label one Rural Community, one Urban Community, and one Suburban Community in Louisiana. (See Community Posters BLM and the sample below.) The fourth piece of poster board should be saved for another project at a later time. Students will then create a chart or diagram to display at least five characteristics of each on the poster board. Display the posters in the classroom to use with other activities during the school year.
	Rural Community
	
	Urban Community
	
	Suburban Community

	1.
	
	1.
	
	1.

	2.
	
	2.
	
	2.

	3.
	
	3.
	
	3.

	4.
	
	4.
	
	4.

	5.
	
	5.
	
	5.


*Activity 8:  Louisiana’s Physical Characteristics (CC Unit 1) (GLE: 6, 9)

Note: This activity will take more than one class period. 
Materials List: regional map of Louisiana, poster board, card stock, index cards, crayons, and markers

Use the website http://landmarks.lsu.edu/map.html to provide students with a copy of the regional map. Discuss with students how Louisiana is divided into various regions. Have students identify the Sportsman’s Paradise, Plantation Country, Greater New Orleans, Crossroads, Cajun Country regions on the map. Have them work collaboratively to research the physical characteristics of each region using books and media sources and prepare a diagram or chart to display the geographical information. The classroom presentation may be a poster, trading cards, or flash cards, each with an illustration on the front and data on the back. Ask them to include information about key geographic features, including landforms, bodies of water, climate, precipitation, elevation, bayous, swamps, marshes, and types of vegetation. 

Have students look at their regions from the activity titled Physical Characteristics of Regions and answer the following questions:

· Which is the largest city in your region?

· Where are other large cities in your region?

· Where are the small cities in your region?

· Are small cities clustered together?

· Why have urban and rural communities developed where they are located?

Have each student share their findings with the class and teacher records on a class chart.  Have students pick two regions to compare and contrast on a Venn diagram.

	Regions
	Climate
	Rivers and Lakes
	Types of Vegetation
	Resources
	Landforms
	Cultural Characteristics

	Sportsman’s Paradise
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Plantation Country
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Greater New Orleans
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Crossroads
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Cajun Country
	
	
	
	
	
	


Louisiana Map Website

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/1/1f/Louisiana_regions_map.svg/666px-Louisiana_regions_map.svg.png
	Activity Specific Assessment 

Create a rubric to assess the students’ collaborative work on this project.  Use specific requirements from above and the GLE in the rubric.


Activity 9:  Louisiana Regional Quilt (CC Unit 1) (GLE 6, 9)

Materials List: 12-inch squares of tag board or poster board, crayons and markers, Quilt Block Square 1 BLM, Quilt Block Square 2 BLM, KidPix( software (optional)

Students will create a diagram or chart such as a quilt block to make a Louisiana Regional Quilt. Give students a 12-inch square of tag board or poster board. Have students draw two diagonal lines across the square to divide the square into four squares. Next have students draw a square or circle in the middle of the square. See Quilt Block Square 1 BLM, Quilt Block Square 2 BLM, and examples below. 
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Have students decorate the squares to represent one of the regions of Louisiana. Students should choose from Central, Northern, South Central, Southeast, or Southwest. They may also use KidPix® software to create their quilt square. Students should choose information from geographic features such as landforms, types of vegetation, and bodies of water on their quilt squares. When each student has completed his/her quilt square, combine all squares and create a classroom quilt. Display the quilt in the classroom, school hallway, school library, or parish library. A great way to create a classroom keepsake is to make the quilt squares out of fabric and have students paint their squares. Invite community leaders, grandparents, and parents to help the class form their fabric squares into a quilt that can be used as a wall hanging. 

Sample Assessment Items  (Sample questions are from the iLEAP Assessment Guide, LADOE)

Multiple Choice Sample Questions
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1. What does this map show?

A. the parishes of Louisiana

B. the population of Louisiana

C. the major cities of Louisiana

D. the natural resources of Louisiana



2.  Mr. Foster will drive from Lafayette to New Orleans.  In what direction will he travel?

A. north

B. south

C. east

D. west

Sample Constructed Response Item

1.  Using a Venn diagram, select two types of maps (physical, political, topographical, and population) and compare and contrast their differences and similarities.  Write a paragraph explaining how they are alike and different.  (4 points)


Name/School_________________________________
Unit No.:______________
Grade            ________________________________
Unit Name:________________

Feedback Form
This form should be filled out as the unit is being taught and turned in to your teacher coach upon completion.
	Concern and/or Activity Number
	Changes needed*
	Justification for changes 

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


* If you suggest an activity substitution, please attach a copy of the activity narrative formatted like the activities in the APCC (i.e. GLEs, guiding questions, etc.).
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