Kindergarten Science – Unit 1


Teacher Name:  ________________________________                                             School Year: __________________

Ascension Parish Comprehensive Curriculum

Assessment Documentation and Concept Correlation

Unit 1:  Variations Among Living Things

Time Frame:  See Pacing Chart

	Big Picture: (Taken from Unit Description and Student Understanding)
· Living things vary in many different ways, such as color, size, shape of body, shape of head, behaviors, movement, etc. 

	Concepts & Guiding Questions
	Activities

Essential activities are denoted with an asterisk
	GLEs
	DOCUMENTATION

Documented GLEs

GLEs Bloom’s Level

GLEs

Date and Method of Assessment

Identify easily observable variations within types of plants, animals (e.g. breeds of pets) (focus on animals) (Application)

25

Reflection

	1. Can students recognize variations within the same type of animals?

2. Can students describe similarities and differences between two given objects in nature?
	*Activity 1: Pet Concept Map

GQ  1
	7
	

	
	*Activity 2: Pet Sorting

GQ  1, 2


	4, 13, 25
	

	
	Activity 3: Stuffed Animal Sorting

GQ 1, 2


	4, 13, 25
	

	
	Activity 4: Wild vs. Tame

GQ  2


	25
	


 Unit 1: Variations Among Living Things

GLEs

*Bolded GLEs are documented.

Highlighted area is focus of GLE within this concept.

4 
Use the five senses to describe observations. (Knowledge)
7    
Express data in a variety of ways by constructing illustrations, graphs, charts, tables, concept maps, and oral and written explanations as appropriate. (Application)
13
Sort objects based on their properties (e.g. size, weight, texture) (Application)
25   
Identify easily observable variations within types of plants, animals (e.g. breeds of pets). (Application) (focus on animals)
	Guiding Questions
1. Can students recognize variations within the same type of animal?

2. Can students describe similarities and differences between two given objects in nature?
	Assessment Ideas
· Anecdotal notes 

· A checklist or rubric

· Student-generated work such as drawings,   data collection charts, and experiment results

· Activity-Specific Assessment:  *Activity 2



	Recommended Vocabulary

1.  pet                2.  tame              3.  wild               4.  variation            5.  defense            6.  needs



	Resources
· Pet Show, by Ezra Jack Keats 


Louisiana Comprehensive Curriculum/Teacher-Made Activities

Note: The essential activities are marked with an asterisk (*) are key to the development of student understandings of each concept.  Any activities that are substituted for essential activities must cover the same GLEs to the same Bloom’s level.

*Activity 1: Pet Concept Map (Teacher-Made) (GLE 7)

Read Pet Show, by Ezra Jack Keats or any other pet related book. Have the students brainstorm a list of pets. Use this concept map to generate further discussion during the week on each pet listed (e.g. how are they alike and different, how do you take care of each group, what are their basic needs, how do they protect themselves, etc.).

*Activity 2: Pet Sorting (Teacher-Made) (GLEs  4, 13, 25)

Have students bring in pictures of their pets. If they do not have a pet, bring in a picture of one they wish they could have. First have students sort the pictures by type (e.g., birds, dogs, cats). Have students note that they are all models of animals, but they are different types of animals. Then divide students into groups to work with a given animal type. Have each group further sort by another attribute such as color, size, etc. Have students note that even though they have the same types of animals, the animals can have different characteristics. Have students resort their animals by another attribute that they choose. Have students share why they grouped the animals as they did. Through discussion and questioning, the students should begin to understand what is meant by variations.

	Activity-Specific Assessment

 Upon completing the pet sorting activity, the teacher will set up an assessment using small plastic pet animals (or photos of pet animals). Using two plastic bowls or trays, the student will sort a variety of pets by one attribute (e.g. color, type, and size). The teacher will ask the student to explain his or her reasoning then have him sort by two different attributes. The teacher observes and notes accuracy of sorting and ability to explain his/her reasoning.




Activity 3: Stuffed Animal Sorting (CC Unit 4, Activity 5)  (GLEs 4, 13, 25)

Materials List:  chart paper, writing media, optional- pictures of animals from the Baby and Adult Cards BLM, stuffed animals

Have the students observe a stuffed animal or a picture of an animal from the Baby and Adult Cards BLM.  Students should be guided to recall the techniques used in the earlier units where they were forced to describe the likenesses and differences among items using their senses.  Show the students a stuffed animal or picture of an animal that will be easy to describe using age appropriate vocabulary.  While looking at the animal, have students identify words they can use to describe it.  Using chart paper, make a list of the words identified.  Guide students to formulate sentences that illustrate their understanding through a modified GISTing (view literacy strategy descriptions) activity.  GISTing will help students summarize essential information while using a limited number of words in a gist sentence.  Model GISTing by writing a sentence on the board to describe that picture in less than 15 words, but more than 3 words.  For example, the students should develop a more interesting sentence than “It is pretty.”  The sentence might read, The huge grey elephant is eating a pile of hay by the fence.”  By limiting the total number of words students can use, this approach to summarizing forces them to think about only the most important information, which is the essence of comprehension.  

Note:   At this age, the students might have only limited ability to formulate sentences.  In this case, instead of trying to decrease the number of words they will use, you want to increase the number of words they will use in each sentence.  Have students refer to the chart of descriptive words developed earlier to formulate better and more descriptive sentences.  

Together the students and teacher will co construct GISTS on chart paper using different animals or pictures to develop sentences that are very descriptive.  Each GIST can be illustrated and presented orally allowing the class to count the words as each sentence is developed. 

The above activity will lead into the following stuffed animal exploration because it will force students to pay attention to tiny descriptive details of each animal.  Have students bring in stuffed animals from home to explore observable variations among animals.   Give ample time for students to observe obvious similarities and differences among the stuffed animal collection.  Have students sort the collection of animals by type (e.g., bears, dogs, cats). Have students note that they are all models of animals, but they are different types of animals. Next, have the students explore the differences or variations among the groups sorted.  Then divide students into groups to work with a given animal type. Have each group further sort using another attribute such as color, size, etc.  Have students note that even though they have the same type of animals, the animals will have different characteristics.  Have students resort their animals using other attributes that they choose. Have students discuss and share why they grouped the animals as they did. Through discussions and questioning, the students should begin to understand what is meant by variations within types of animals.

Activity 4: Wild vs. Tame (Teacher-Made) (GLE 25)

Using literature, pictures, or class discussion to identify wild animals vs. tame animals.  Ask questions to assist students in determining if an animal would make a good pet or not (Which ones would make good pets? Why?). Create a T-chart labeled “Tame / Wild” to record decisions of the class.  Have students glue or draw pictures of the animals discussed.

Sample Assessment Items

· Activity-Specific Assessments:  *Activity 2

Name/School_________________________________
Unit No.:______________

Grade            ________________________________
Unit Name:________________

Feedback Form

This form should be filled out as the unit is being taught and turned in to your teacher coach upon completion.
	Concern and/or Activity Number
	Changes needed*
	Justification for changes 

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


* If you suggest an activity substitution, please attach a copy of the activity narrative formatted like the activities in the APCC (i.e. GLEs, guiding questions, etc.).
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