2nd Grade Social Studies – Unit 2 

Name _______________________________







School Year ______________

 Comprehensive Curriculum
Assessment Documentation and Concept Correlation
Unit 2: Aspects of a Community: Its History 
Time Frame: Approximately Three (3) Weeks
	Big Picture: (Taken from Unit Description and Student Understanding)
· A student’s place in the community is affected by the daily lives of other people within the community from past and present.

· The history of a community can be explained by using historical references, interviewing family members, and describing various landmarks and symbols.

· People living in our environment make changes in their environment and those changes affect the people living in the surrounding communities.



	Guiding Questions
	Activities
The essential activities are denoted by an asterisk.
	GLEs
	DOCUMENTATION                       
Documented GLEs

GLES 

Bloom’s Level

GLES

Date and Method of Assessment

Describe changes in the physical and human characteristics in the local community and why people modify the physical environment over time (Application) 
10

Develop a personal timeline (Comprehension)
45

Identify similarities and differences in communities over time (Application)
46

Identify sources where historical information can be found and how that  information can  be used (Analysis)

47

Compare and contrast the student’s daily life to that of parents, grandparents, and/or guardians (Application)
49

 Identify and describe the significance of various community landmarks and symbols (Application)
50

Reflections


	Concept 1:  Changes of Local Community

3.  Can students  

     discuss who    

    lives in the 

     community 

     now and who 

    lived in the        

    past?

4.  Can students 

     describe how 

     the people and 

    the community 

    have changed 

    over time?

    (include

    Personal  

    timeline)
	Activity 13:  Timeline

GQ 4


	45
	

	
	Activity 14:  Historical Resources

GQ 4
	47
	

	
	Activity 15:  Look How I’ve Changed

GQ 3,4


	10, 46, 49
	

	
	*Activity 16:  Our Changing Community

GQ 4
	10, 46
	

	Concept 2:  Local History

3.  Can students 

 discuss who lives

 in the community

 now and who lived here in the past?

4. Can students 

    describe how the 

    people and the 

    community have            

    changed over   

    time?
	Activity 17:  Local Community

GQ 3, 4


	10, 46, 47
	

	
	Activity 18:  The First Louisianans

GQ 3, 4


	46, 47
	

	
	*Activity 19:  Communities Over Time

GQ 3, 4
	46
	

	Concept 3:  Local Landmarks
3.  Can students 

     discuss who  

     lives in the

     community 

     now and who 

    lived n the past?

4.  Can students

    describe how 

    the people and 

    the community 

    have changed 

    over time?
	Activity 20: Local and Historical Landmarks

GQ 4


	 50
	


Unit 2: Aspects of a Community

Concept 1:  Changes of Local Community
GLEs

Bolded GLEs are documented.

10
Describe changes in the physical and human characteristics in the local community and why people modify the physical environment over time (Application)
45

Develop a personal timeline (Comprehension)

46

Identify similarities and differences in communities over time (Application)

47 
Identify sources where historical information can be found and how that information can be used (Analysis)

49
Compare and contrast the student’s daily life to that of parents, grandparents, and/or guardians (Application)
	Guiding Questions

      3.   Can students discuss who lives in  

            the community now and who  

            lived here in the past?

4. Can students describe how the people and the community have changed over time?

(include personal timeline)
	Assessment Ideas
· TMT

· Journal writing can be done throughout this unit.

· Writing Assessments: Paragraph writing, diary entries, and newspaper articles (e.g., Students can describe how our lives are different from grandparents, describe how the land has changed over time, compare the Native Americans and the settlers, describe historical landmarks, or describe local community landmarks.)

· Graphic organizers can be used to assess students’ knowledge of concepts (e.g., Venn diagrams, Webs, charts, etc.).

· Activity-Specific Assessment: Activity 13

	Recommended Vocabulary

1. neighborhood         2. community          3. timeline                     4. similarities                   

5. differences              6. compare              7. contrast                     8. physical characteristics

9. human characteristics

	Textbook Correlation

· See Scott Foresman’s Correlation to Grade Level Expectations
	Resources
· Computer                         
· Pictures of the community (now and long ago)

· Parent/Grandparent Interview Form

· Tee Joe Gonzales Museum

· United Streaming if applicable


Louisiana Comprehensive Curriculum/Teacher Made Activities

Note:  The essential activities are denoted by an asterisk and are key to the development of student understandings of each concept.  Any activities that are substituted for essential activities must cover the same GLEs to the same Bloom’s level.
*Activity 13:  Timeline (CC Unit 1) (GLE: 45)
Materials List:  large piece of chart paper, markers

Grasping the concept of time is difficult for young children. They can learn more about the past by constructing a personal timeline after making a timeline as a group.  Make a group timeline and place it on the classroom wall. The timeline might consist of activities that take place during the school day, important dates the class will celebrate throughout the year, or students’ birthdays. When students have an understanding of how a timeline is constructed, have them create their own timeline. Have students gather information about their families’ birthdays or pictures from when they were young. Ask students to compile this information on a timeline to share with their classmates. 

Internet Resources:

Internet 4 Classrooms – A variety of different timelines created to use as examples http://www.internet4classrooms.com/timelines.htm
Read/Write/Think Interactive Timeline maker 

http://www.readwritethink.org/materials/timeline/index.html
Activity-Specific Assessment

Create a personal timeline. Have the students gather information about their family or themselves. Have students compile this information on a timeline. Assess timeline using a rubric

*Activity 14:  Historical Resources (CC Unit 1) (GLE: 47)

Materials List:  chart paper

Have students use brainstorming  (view literacy strategy descriptions) to activate prior knowledge of what they already know about the topic.  Write the word history on the board.  Have students make a list of words they think of that deal with history.  Provide students with time to discuss and share all words they listed.  

Put students in small groups and have them brainstorm where information can be found about history.   Have students make a list of their ideas. The teacher should compile the list as students share them. The compiled list should include things like personal interviews, library, magazines, Internet resources, historians, parents, grandparents, or other older citizens in the community.  Discuss with students how reliable these sources are. Discuss which ones would be the most reliable when looking for information about a famous person like George Washington or Abraham Lincoln, and which ones would be most reliable when looking for information about their local community.  
Next, talk with students about the relationship between history and personal experience. Ask, for example, how many students could tell the history of what happened in class two weeks ago. How many could tell what happened in the classroom ten years ago?  Help students recognize that knowledge of the past is limited by personal experiences, but that knowledge can be expanded by drawing on the personal experience of others. Explain that this is how historians work, by gathering evidence that can help them find out what happened in the past and what people who lived back then thought about it. 

· Have students brainstorm ways a historian could find out what happened in the classroom ten years ago. For example: Interview former students and their parents; gather papers, notebooks, and pictures they have saved; look up school records from that era. Use this exercise to help students understand the kinds of evidence historians collect to reconstruct the past. 

Invite a local historian or archivist into the classroom to discuss local history.

Plan field trips to visit local museums to learn about local history.  A visit to Louisiana history museums and historic sites will provide information on how early Louisianians lived.  

Internet Resources:
· Historical Museum Guide for Louisiana - A directory of Historical Museums in Louisiana, categorized by parish -  http://www.censusfinder.com/louisiana-historical-museums.htm
· Library Of Congress Teacher Resource – www.loc.gov
· America’s Library for Kids – America’s Story – (Meet Famous People, Jump Back In Time, Explore the States, and Join America at Play) http://www.americaslibrary.gov/cgi-bin/page.cgi
*Activity 15:  Look How I’ve Changed (CC Unit 1) (GLEs: 10, 46, 49)

Materials List:  The Little House, pictures of the local community from the past, large piece of chart paper
Read to the students the book The Little House by Virginia Lee Burton.  Discuss with the students the changes that have occurred during the house’s lifetime, and the reasons why these changes happened.  Help students understand that things change over time.  

Tell students they will be shown pictures of the local community long ago.  Have students think about what the local community was like long ago.  Before showing the pictures, have students generate questions they have about the topic based on the following SQPL (Student Questions for Purposeful Learning) (view literacy strategy descriptions) statement: Our community has changed over time.
SQPL is a strategy in which a statement is generated related to the materials that would cause students to wonder, challenge, and question.  The statement should provoke interest and curiosity in the topic.  

Write the SQPL statement on the board or a piece of chart paper as it is said.  Next, ask students to turn to a partner and think of one good question they have about the pictures based on the statement “Our community has changed over time”.  As students respond, write their questions on the chart paper or board.  A question that is asked more than once should be marked with a smiley face to signify that it is an important question.  When students finish asking questions, the teacher should contribute his/her own questions to the list.

Next show students pictures of the local community over time. Tell students to listen carefully for the answers to their questions as the class discusses the similarities and differences in the pictures.  Have students compare the pictures and list changes that have occurred. Discuss with students reasons why they think things have changed. Help students recognize that if a community is to grow and thrive, it must be able to provide for the needs of its people. Go back to the list of questions to check which ones may still need to be answered.  Use the pictures and teacher knowledge to supply answers.  

Have students compare and contrast their daily life to that of their parents and grandparents. Ask students what they think it would have been like to grow up when their parents did. What do they think their parents did for fun both at school and at home?  What about their grandparents and other relatives—what was life like when they were growing up? Write their ideas on the board.  

Have students interview their parents or grandparents to gain their perspectives on how the community has changed over time and how it is different growing up today compared to when they grew up. 

Help students develop questions to ask their parents, grandparents, or other adult relatives about what it was like when they grew up. Some sample questions might include the following: 

· Where and when did you grow up? 

· What did the place where you grew up look like? 

· How has that place changed since you grew up there? 

· What were your favorite activities when you were growing up? 

· What were the best and worst things about the place where you grew up? 

Have students bring their interviews to share with the class.  Discuss with the students things that have changed and reasons why they think these things have changed. Discuss with students how these things have changed over time. Focus on both the physical and human characteristics. Have students compare things like transportation, roads, buildings, etc. Have students draw pictures comparing what it was like when their grandparents were young to what it is like today.

Internet Resources:

National Geographic Interviewing Guide K-2
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/xpeditions/lessons/09/gk2/interviewingguidestudent.pdf
Library of Congress Teacher Resource: www.loc.gov   
*Activity 16:  Our Changing Community (GLEs: 10, 46)
Materials List:  shoeboxes and/or milk cartons, green construction paper, art supplies

This activity involves creating a town that will undergo many changes.  This activity can be developed throughout the unit.  If the community the students live in has undergone many changes throughout history, this activity might be introduced by talking about the changes.  Perhaps the old Main Street is no longer the center of the community, as it once was.  Perhaps the community has spread out and has developed into multiple neighborhoods, each of which is almost a community in itself.  

For this activity, set aside an area that won't be disturbed for two or three weeks. A special table covered with green construction paper could be set up. Discuss with students what will need to be added to the table to create a setting for a town. Students might suggest roads, bodies of water, and other features.  After the physical features are completed, have students build homes using shoeboxes or milk cartons. Then place them throughout the community.  Discuss with students why homes were placed in specific locations around their community.  Tell students that long ago many people had to grow their own food so houses were far apart which allowed for farming of the land.

Discuss with the students how the community changes as it grows.  Discuss the need for increase in housing as the community grows and how the changes impact the community.  How has the original setup of the town changed?  Have students had to build new roads?  Do residents have less land surrounding their homes? Have students keep a journal of the changes that have occurred since the start of the community.  Take pictures as the town goes through various transformations to document the changes.

As more homes are built, discuss the impact on the people who live in those homes.  Soon the community will grow so much it will need a variety of services.  Discuss with students things they might need to add to their community (e.g., stores, a church, a library, a post office, a restaurant, etc.)  Where will those businesses/services be located? How will adding those businesses impact the community?  Have students create some businesses, and discuss where those businesses will be placed.  Will trees need to be ripped up? Is the park going to have to go?  Does another street need to be constructed? 

As the community grows and changes, discuss how those changes have impacted the original community. How might the community continue to change in the years ahead?

Finally, bring the discussion back to the students' own community. Which of the changes to the model community are reflected in their own community?  How has the community responded to the changes made to it? Discuss with students how their own community has changed in the past and how it might need to change in the future.  Discuss how this will affect their lives and the lives of the people in the community.  Discuss why and how residents had to modify the physical environment over time.
You may utilize or add to  this community model in Unit 3 – Activity 32 .  
Unit 2:  Aspects of a Community: Its History

Concept 2:  Local Community History
GLEs

*Bolded GLES are documented. 

10
Describe changes in the physical and human characteristics in the local community and why people modify the physical environment over time (Application) 
46
Identify similarities and differences in communities over time (Application)
47 
Identify sources where historical information can be found and how that information can be used (Analysis)




	Guiding Questions

3.  Can students discuss who lives in the  

     community now and who lived here
     in the past? 

4. Can students describe how the people
    and the community have changed over
    time?
	Assessment Ideas
· TMT

· Journal writing can be done throughout this unit.

· Writing Assessments: Paragraph writing, diary entries, and newspaper articles (e.g., Students can describe how our lives are different from grandparents, describe how the land has changed over time, compare the Native Americans and the settlers, describe historical landmarks, or describe local community landmarks.)

· Graphic organizers can be used to assess students’ knowledge of concepts (e.g., Venn diagrams, Webs, charts, etc.).



	Recommended Vocabulary

1.  historical information                2.  local community                     3.  historical resources  

4.  nomadic Native American        5.  settled Native American          6.  settlers 

	Textbook Correlation

· See Scott Foresman’s Correlation to Grade Level Expectations
	Resources
· Chart paper or newsprint     

· Historical information about the local community

· Information about community life in early LA.

· Outline map of LA.               

· Computers

· United Streaming if applicable


Louisiana Comprehensive Curriculum/Teacher Made Activities

Note:  The essential activities are denoted by an asterisk and are key to the development of student understandings of each concept.  Any activities that are substituted for essential activities must cover the same GLEs to the same Bloom’s level.

Activity 17:  Local Community (CC Unit 1) (GLEs: 10, 46, 47)

Materials List: newsprint or chart paper, library books, biographies, autobiographies  

Discuss with students where historical information about the local community can be found.  Tell the students that they will be examining what the local community was like long ago.  Lead the class through an examination of their local community over time using historical resources.  Help students to understand there are many ways to explore the history of the  local community.
· Start with the library - Look for local history books and stories. 

· Contact a historical society - Ask about community history.

· Find local Historians – Find people who are authorities on local history, who study it, and write about it.

· Look for memorials and historical markers - Find dates, names, and events on them.

· Talk with older citizens - Invite older members of the community to the class to talk about what their life and the town were like when they were seven. Have them discuss with students the following topics – food, clothing, shelter, music, games, and transportation.  

· Check for simple biographies and autobiographies on or by members of the local community in the past or present.

As a group, create a series of charts from information read aloud to the class, material read silently by the students, visuals shown to the class, and information learned from classroom visits made by the historian and older citizens. 

Have students create a series of charts from newsprint, using one of the following topic headings for each chart: 

· Food, Clothing, and Shelter

· Music and Games 

· Transportation 

Focus class discussions on one topic at a time (e.g., as students answer questions about shelter, the teacher writes their responses on the chart). (Other communities could be studied; e.g., American Indians, French, Spanish, Cajun).

Activity 18:  The First Louisianans (CC Unit 1) (GLEs: 46, 47)

Materials List: Native Americans in Louisiana BLM, Word Grid: Comparing Native American Tribes of Louisiana BLM, Comparing and Contrasting Settlers and Native American Tribes of Louisiana BLM, library books, Internet access

Review with students where historical information can be found and how it can be used.  Read and discuss with students information about community life in early Louisiana. 

Discuss with the students how the Native Americans used the land and what community life was like.  Give students the Native Americans in Louisiana BLM outline map of Louisiana and have them locate different Native American tribes on it. Have students compare the lives of the Native Americans across Louisiana.  Have them use the Internet or the school media center to locate information about the cultures and traditions of Native Americans.  Have students find information like location, clothing worn, shelter, transportation, and food.  Invite members of local Native American tribes in the area to visit the class and discuss the lives of their ancestors.  Lead students in a discussion about how life was different among each tribal group. 

Internet Resources:

Information on the genealogy, history, and culture of Native Americans in Louisiana http://www.thecajuns.com/tribes.htm
Information on Louisiana’s Native American traditions and culture - 

http://www.nsula.edu/folklife/database/cultures/NativeAmer/NativeAmericans.html
Information on Louisiana Native American tribes, their location, population and history - http://www.accessgenealogy.com/native/louisiana/
Help students organize learned information by creating a class word grid. (view literacy strategy descriptions)  It will be used to compare and contrast the community life of Native Americans living in Louisiana.  On a chart or board place a word grid in which the names of different Native American tribes are listed on the horizontal axis, and characteristics like location, clothing, shelter, transportation, and food are listed on the vertical axis, similar to the one below.  Together with the students, discuss different Native American groups and have students place an (x) in each box that tells about the group.  (Native American tribes and characteristics may vary).  (See the Word Grid: Comparing Native American Tribes of Louisiana BLM.)
	Sample Word Grid: Comparing Native American Tribes of Louisiana

	First Louisianians
	Tunica-Biloxi
	Chitimacha
	Choctaw
	Houma

	Location 
	
	
	
	

	south-central
	x
	
	x
	

	south
	
	x
	
	x


After completing the word grid, have students use it to compare and contrast two Native American groups by writing a paragraph explaining how they are alike and different.  Have students describe what the community was like long ago.

Then lead students in a study about how life among Native Americans in Louisiana was similar to or different from the lives of later settlers in Louisiana (e.g., shelter, food, clothing, and transportation). Have them use the Internet or the school media center to locate information about the cultures and traditions of the settlers who lived in Louisiana long ago.  Have the students write learned information on a chart similar to the sample one shown below and discuss the findings in the chart noting similarities and differences.  (See the Comparing and Contrasting Settlers and Native American Tribes of Louisiana BLM.)

	Sample Chart Comparing and Contrasting Settlers and Native American Tribes

	COMPARATIVE FEATURE
	SETTLERS


	NATIVE AMERICAN TRIBES*

	
	
	(CHITIMACHA)
	(HOUMA)

	Food
	
	corn, fish, sweet potato
	corn, fish, squash

	Clothing (women)
	
	deer hide dress
	wraparound skirt

	Clothing (men)
	
	breechcloths
	breechcloths

	Shelter
	
	plaster house
	plaster house

	Transportation
	
	canoe
	canoe


*Other local Native American tribes can be substituted here.

Discuss with the students the similarities and differences found.  Then have students write paragraphs comparing and contrasting the lives of Native Americans with later settlers in Louisiana.  (Creating a Venn diagram may help students organize their ideas before writing.)   

Activity 19: Communities Over Time: (GLE: 46)
Materials List: poster paper, completed charts from Activity 6

Lead the students in a discussion of how the local community has changed over time beginning with the life of the Native Americans.  Have students create posters showing what each community was like.  (See the three sample posters below.)  The information found in Activity 18 will help students create their posters.

	Sample Poster # 1
	
	Sample Poster # 2
	
	Sample Poster # 3

	Native American Community
	
	Settlers’ Community
	
	Our Community Today

	Food:
	
	Food:
	
	Food:

	Clothing:
	
	Clothing:
	
	Clothing:

	Shelter:
	
	Shelter:
	
	Shelter:

	Transportation:
	
	Transportation:
	
	Transportation:


Place students in small groups to do the activity above or assign students to draw one of the above communities.  Share students’ drawings and discuss the similarities and differences between each community.  Discuss with students why the community has changed over time.

Sample Assessment Items

General Guidelines

Documentation of student understanding is recommended to be in the form of portfolio assessment. Teacher observations and records as well as student-generated products may be included in the portfolio. All items should be dated and clearly labeled to effectively show student growth over time. 
General Assessments

· Journal writing can be done throughout this unit.

· Writing Assessments: Paragraph writing, diary entries, and newspaper articles can be used to assess students’ knowledge of concepts. (e.g., Students can describe how our lives are different from grandparents, describe how the land has changed over time, compare the Native Americans and the settlers, describe historical landmarks, or describe local community landmarks.)

· Graphic organizers can be used to assess students’ knowledge of concepts (e.g., Venn diagrams, Webs, charts, etc.).

Unit 2: Aspects of a Community: Its History

Concept 3:  Local Community Landmarks
GLEs

Bolded GLEs are documented.  

50
Identify and describe the significance of various community landmarks and 


symbols (Application)

	Guiding Questions
3.  Can students discuss who lives in 
     the community now and who lived
     here in the past? 

4.  Can students describe how the 
      people and the community have  

      changed over time?


	Assessment Ideas
· TMT

· Journal writing can be done throughout this unit.

· Writing Assessments: Paragraph writing, diary entries, and newspaper articles (e.g., Students can describe how our lives are different from grandparents, describe how the land has changed over time, compare the Native Americans and the settlers, describe historical landmarks, or describe local community landmarks.)

· Graphic organizers can be used to assess students’ knowledge of concepts (e.g., Venn diagrams, Webs, charts, etc.).

· Activity-Specific Assessment: Activity 20

	Recommended Vocabulary
 1. brainstorm               2. map               3. globe                     4. landmark                   5.historical 



	Textbook Correlation
· See Scott Foresman’s Correlation to Grade Level Expectations
	Resources
· Personal Interviews             

· Magazines                           

· Historians (historical resources)

· Map of LA-Markers    

· Library

· Computer

· Poster 

· Glue

· United Streaming if applicable




Louisiana Comprehensive Curriculum/Teacher Made Activities

Note:  The essential activities are denoted by an asterisk and are key to the development of student understandings of each concept.  Any activities that are substituted for essential activities must cover the same GLEs to the same Bloom’s level.

*Activity 20:  Local and Historical Landmarks (CC Unit 1) (GLE: 50)
Materials List: map of Louisiana, pictures of local and historical landmarks, Internet access, drawing paper, poster or collage paper

Discuss with the students the term landmarks. Discuss local landmarks around the community.  Make a list of these on the board. The list should include buildings (hospitals, libraries, museums, etc.), monuments, parks, waterways, etc. Have students discuss where these landmarks are located and what they know about each one. Have students draw a picture of one of the landmarks that they have visited. Have them share their experiences.  Check with local chambers of commerce, government offices, and tourist bureaus for information on and pictures of local and historical landmarks. 

Discuss with the students the term historical. Help students understand that certain places have become part of a local community’s history. Use Internet resources to help students find information about some historical landmarks in Louisiana. Help students locate these landmarks on a map of Louisiana. Discuss with students their significance and why they are an important part of a community’s history. 

Have students use Internet resources to gather pictures of local and historical landmarks. Have students create a poster or a collage with pictures they find. 

Internet Resources:

Descriptions of Landmarks in Ascension Parish
http://www.ascensiontourism.com/todo.html

Descriptions of Louisiana’s Historical Landmarks 

http://www.hometownlocator.com/Landmarks.cfm?StateFIPS=22&StartRow=1
South Central Louisiana Historical Markers by Parish 

http://www.forttours.com/pages/hmscla.asp
Louisiana Department of State Museum Program – (Descriptions and pictures of museums found in Louisiana) - http://www.sos.louisiana.gov/museums/museums/museums-index.htm
Activity-Specific Assessment

Have students create a poster or a collage with pictures of local and historical landmarks. The BLM poster rubric may be used or adapted to assess poster or collage.

Sample Assessment Items

· Activity-Specific Assessment: Activity 20
Name:  ___________________________           School______________________________
Feedback Form
This form should be filled out as the unit is being taught and turned in to your teacher coach upon completion.
	Concern and/or Activity Number
	Changes needed*
	Justification for changes 

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


* If you suggest an activity substitution, please attach a copy of the activity narrative formatted like the activities in the APCC (i.e. GLEs, guiding questions, etc.).
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