Civics Unit 3:  Executive and Judicial Branches, State/Local Government, and Taxation


Ascension Parish Comprehensive Curriculum

Concept Correlation
Unit 3:  Executive and Judicial Branches, State/ Local Government, and Taxation 
Time Frame:  Regular 9 weeks; Block 4.5 weeks
	Big Picture: (Taken from Unit Description and Student Understanding)
· The executive branch of government has roles and responsibilities.
· The judicial branch of government has roles and responsibilities.
· State and local government have structure and functions.
· The process of taxation finances government.



	Guiding Questions
	Activities
The essential activities are denoted by an asterisk.
	GLEs
	DOCUMENTATION                       
Documented GLEs

GLES 

Bloom’s Level

GLES

Date and Method of Assessment

Evaluate current and past political choices that individuals, groups, and nations have made, taking into account historical context (C-1D-H3) (Evaluation)
55

Describe the importance of political leadership to American society, and identify ways in which citizens can exercise leadership (C-1D-H4) (Evaluation)
56

Compare and evaluate characteristics, style, and effectiveness of state and national leaders, past and present (C-1D-H4) (Evaluation)
59

Evaluate a specific law or court ruling on given criteria (C-1A-H5) (Evaluation)
16

Explain the structure and functions of state, parish, and local governments  (C-1A-H4) (Synthesis)
12

Discuss the advantages or disadvantages of various types of local government (C-1A-H4) (Evaluation)
13

Explain how government is financed (e.g., taxation, fines, user fees, borrowing)  (C-1A-H7) (Analysis)
21

Identify the major sources of tax revenue at the federal, state, and local level (C-1A-H7) (Analysis)
22

Analyze or evaluate various uses of tax dollars (e.g., the public’s need for services versus the public’s resistance to taxation)  (C-1A-H7) (Analysis)
23

Use the rules of taxation (ability, equity, ease of payment, convenient times to pay) to analyze or evaluate a given tax practice  (C-1A-H7) (Analysis)
24

Examine constitutional provisions concerning the relationship between federal and state governments (C-1A-H4) (Evaluation)
14
Assess the importance of the US Constitution as the supreme law of the land and ways in which US constitutional government has helped shape American society. (Evaluation)
29
Evaluate a court ruling on given criteria (C-1A-H5) (Evaluation)
16
Assess the significance of campaigns, campaign finance, elections, the Electoral College, and the U.S. census in the U.S. political system (C-1B-H5) (Evaluation)
36
Reflections

	Concept 1:  Executive Branch

26.  Can students define and give examples of political leadership?

28.  Can students identify the executive branch of government and its purposes?

29.  Can students explain the roles and responsibilities of the executive branch of government?

30.  Can students identify the powers associated with the executive branch of government?


	*Activity 39:  Elected Official and History
GQ 26 

	55, 56, 59
	

	Concept 2:  Judicial Branch 

26.  Can students define and give examples of political leadership?

28.  Can students identify the judicial branch of government and its purposes?

29.  Can students explain the roles and responsibilities of the judicial branch of government?

30.  Can students identify the powers associated with the judicial branch of government?
32.  Can students analyze key decision of landmark Supreme Court cases?

	*Activity 40:  Analysis of a Supreme Court ruling
GQ 32

*Activity 41:  Principal of Judicial Review and Supreme Law

GQ 30
	16
16, 29
	

	Concept 3:  Powers of State and Local Government

32.  Can students analyze key decisions of landmark Supreme Court cases?
33.  Can students explain the differences between the structure and functions of state and local governments?
	Activity 42:  State Government Trackstar

GQ 33
	

	
	Activity 43:  Population Loss Alters Louisiana Politics Article

GQ 33
	12, 13
	

	
	Activity 44:  Civics State Government Portfolio Project

GQ 33
	12, 14
	

	
	*Activity 45:  Analyzing Local Government

GQ 33 
	12, 13, 14
	

	
	Activity 46:  Local Officials and Local Issues

GQ 33
	12
	

	
	
	
	

	Concept 4:  Taxes

34.  Can students distinguish different types of taxes?

35.  Can students state the purposes and uses of particular types of taxes?

36.  Can students explain the fairness issue related to different types of taxes?


	*Activity 47:  Rights and Responsibilities of Citizenship-Focus on Taxes

GQ 34, 35, 36 
	21, 22, 23
	

	
	*Activity 48:  Government Borrowing and Deficits

GQ 35
	21, 22, 23
	

	
	*Activity 49:  Evaluating Taxes

GQ 34, 36

Activity 50:  Pie Chart of State and Local Government Expenditures

GQ 34, 35
	24

23
	


Unit 3 - Concept 1:  Executive Branch of Government
GLEs

*Bolded GLEs are assessed in this unit

	16
	Evaluate a court ruling on given criteria (C-1A-H5) (Evaluation)

	36
	Assess the significance of campaigns, campaign finance, elections, the Electoral College, and the U.S. census in the U.S. political system (C-1B-H5) (Evaluation)

	55
	Evaluate current and past political choices that individuals, groups, and nations have made, taking into account historical context (C-1D-H3) (Evaluation)

	56
	Describe the importance of political leadership to American society, and identify ways in which citizens can exercise leadership (C-1D-H4) (Evaluation)

	59
	Compare and evaluate characteristics, style, and effectiveness of state and national leaders, past and present (C-1D-H4) (Evaluation)


	Purpose/Guiding Questions:

· Can students define and give examples of political leadership?

· Can students identify the executive branch of government and its purposes?

· Can students explain the roles and responsibilities of the executive branch of government?

· Can students identify the powers associated with the executive branch of government?


	Vocabulary:

Executive Branch

· State of the Union 

· Cabinet

· Independent Agencies (Regulatory Commissions, Government Corporations, and Executive Agencies)

· Qualifications and Terms of Office for President and Vice President

· Roles of the President

· Presidential Succession

· Election of the President (Electoral College)

· Bureaucracy

· Executive Order and Executive Agreement

· Ambassador and Treaty

· Pardon, Reprieve, Amnesty

· Red Tape

· Spoils System, Merit System/Civil Service System

· Structure of the Federal Bureaucracy



	Assessment Ideas:
· Analysis of Responses 

	Resources:

· Question Handout


Instructional Activities

Note:  Essential activities are key to the development of student understandings of each concept.  Substituted activities must cover the same GLEs to the same Bloom’s level.

Essential Activities: 39
Optional Activities: 

Activity 39: Elected Officials and History (CC Unit 3, Activities 12 & 15)

(GLEs: 55, 56, 59)

Ask students to brainstorm historical events and identify the political leaders at the time. List these on the board.

· Given the historical events listed on the board, have students evaluate each leader’s effectiveness (or lack thereof). 

· Have the students decide whether or not the presidents were weak or strong based on character, style and effectiveness.  Explain their answer.

· Is there a single style of political leadership that is most effective in moving governmental policy? 

· How can citizens better exercise leadership in government?
Students may want to consider the following political leaders:
· George Washington and Dwight D. Eisenhower

· William J. Clinton and George W. Bush

· Huey Long and Mary Landrieu
Unit 3 - Concept 2:  Judicial Branch of Government
GLEs

*Bolded GLEs are assessed in this unit

	16
	Evaluate a court ruling on given criteria (C-1A-H5) (Evaluation)

	29
	Assess the importance of the US Constitution as the supreme law of the land and ways in which US constitutional government has helped shape American society. (Evaluation)


	Purpose/Guiding Questions:

· Can students define and give examples of political leadership?

· Can students identify the judicial branch of government and its purposes?

· Can students explain the roles and responsibilities of the judicial branch of government?

· Can students identify the powers associated with the judicial branch of government?
· Can students analyze key decision of landmark Supreme Court cases?

	Vocabulary:

· District court, Original jurisdiction

· Appellate jurisdiction

· Remand

· Power of the Supreme Court

· Supreme Court Justices

· Writ of certiorari

· Types of Cases Heard by Supreme Court

· How Cases Reach the Supreme Court

· Marbury v. Madison

· Plessy v. Ferguson

· Brown v. Board of Education



	Assessment Ideas:
· Rubric for Supreme Court Case Project (Activity 5) – see appendix

· Handout
	Resources:

· Computer

· Textbook

· Appendix


Instructional Activities

Note:  Essential activities are key to the development of student understandings of each concept.  Substituted activities must cover the same GLEs to the same Bloom’s level.

Essential Activities: 40, 41
Optional Activities: 

Activity 40: Analysis of a Supreme Court Ruling (CC Unit 2, Activity 8) 
(GLE: 16)
Have students look at the word precedent and determine the root word, precede. What do they think the word precedent means when referring to court cases (a judicial decision that may be used as a standard in subsequent similar cases: a landmark decision that set a legal precedent)?

Have students choose a specific law or court case they are interested in researching, and have them evaluate the law/case, considering the time period it was presented, and discussing how it reflected the morals, values, or state of the union when it occurred.

Marbury v Madison (1803). http://www.socialstudieshelp.com/USRA_Judiciary.htm 

This case dealt with the issue of whether or not the U.S. Supreme Court had the power, under Article III, Section 2 of the Constitution, to interpret the constitutionality of a law passed by Congress. On the eve of John Adams’ last day as president, he filled many positions with Federalists. Marbury was one of these individuals who was appointed as a federal justice of the peace. When Jefferson took office he advised James Madison not to deliver the appointment. Marbury sued Madison for the appointment he felt was due him. The Judiciary Act of 1789 permitted the Supreme Court to issue a writ of mandamus which Marbury requested.

McCulloch v Maryland (1819). The state of Maryland brought an action suit against James William McCulloch, a bank cashier, for not paying a tax the state had imposed on the United States Bank.

Gibbons v Ogden (1824). The issue of whether the New York statute that prohibited vessels licensed by the United States from navigating the waters of New York was unconstitutional.

Plessy v Ferguson.(1896) The issue of whether or not separate but equal facilities were unconstitutional.

Brown v the Board of Education of Topeka (1954). The issue of the case was whether segregation of children in public schools denied blacks their Fourteenth Amendment right of equal protection under the law.

Mapp v Ohio (1961). The issue was whether Miss Mapp’s Fourth Amendment right to be secure from search and seizure was violated during the search of her residence.

Gideon v Wainwright (1963). Clarence Earl Gideon was denied the request for a lawyer after being charged with a felony. The issue was whether the state of Florida violated Gideon’s Sixth Amendment right to counsel.

Miranda v Arizona (1966). While being questioned after being arrested, Miranda was not informed that he did not have to answer questions or that he had the right to a lawyer. The case involved whether the state of Arizona violated Miranda’s constitutional rights under the Fifth, Sixth, and Fourteenth Amendments.


Tinker v Des Moines School District (1969). Marybeth and John Tinker wore black armbands to school protesting the Vietnam War. School officials had adopted regulation banning the armbands when they were made aware of the students’ intentions. The case involved the issue of whether the Tinkers’ First Amendment right to free speech included wearing black armbands as a symbol of protest in a public forum.



Furman v Georgia (1972). In an attempt to burglarize a home, William Henry Furman killed the homeowner when he dropped his gun. He was sentenced to death. The issue was whether his death sentence was a violation of the Eighth and Fourteenth amendments.

Abood v Detroit Board of Education (1977).  The Supreme Court invalidated a state statute forcing public school teachers to contribute money to a union that displayed public views.

Board of Education, Island Trees School District v Pico (1982). After the removal of nine books from district public school libraries, four students sued the school district citing it was a violation of the First Amendment guarantee of freedom of speech.

New Jersey v T.L.O. (1985). After two students were discovered smoking in school, their purses were searched and marijuana and other items were found implicating one of the students in drug dealing. The issue was whether the principal violated the student’s Fourth Amendment right of protection from “unreasonable search,” her Fifth Amendment right of protection from self-incrimination, and her right to due process guaranteed in the Fifth and Fourteenth Amendments.

Hazelwood School District v Kuhlmeier (1988). Two students writing for the school paper wrote an article about pregnancy and an article on divorce. The principal objected to the articles and two pages were deleted from the newspaper. The issue was whether the school district violated the First Amendment right to expression by regulating the content of the paper.

Harmelin v Michigan (1991). Harmelin was convicted of possessing cocaine and was sentenced to life in prison. The issue was whether Michigan’s mandatory life sentence was a violation of the Eighth Amendment.

Vernonia v Acton (1995). A drug policy was enacted at Vernonia school district that authorized urinalysis drug testing of student athletes. James Acton refused to be tested and was not allowed to take part in the football program. The issue was whether drug testing of student athletes violated their Fourth Amendment right against unreasonable search and seizure.
POSSIBLE SUBSTITUTION: (see Activities Appendix)
Supreme Court Case Project

Activity 41: Principle of Judicial Review and Supreme Law (CC Unit 2, Activity 13)

(GLEs: 16, 29)
Review the supreme law of the land clause in the Constitution. Ask students to explain how Supreme Court decisions have used judicial review to protect the rights of minorities. Provide case briefings for students to read, analyze and describe how the following cases protected minority rights:

· Miranda v Arizona

· Brown v Board of Education, Topeka, Kansas
All federal laws (including laws, treaties, court decisions) are the supreme law of the land unless expressly denied by the Constitution or if it is not a power reserved to the states. Ask students to explain this duality. 
Have the students analyze the political cartoon, “Judicial Review in Action” (see Activities Appendix).

Unit 3 - Concept 3:  Powers of State and Local Government
GLEs

*Bolded GLEs are assessed in this unit

	12
	Explain the structure and functions of state, parish, and local governments  (C-1A-H4) (Synthesis)

	13
	Discuss the advantages or disadvantages of various types of local government (C-1A-H4) (Evaluation)

	14
	Examine constitutional provisions concerning the relationship between federal and state governments (C-1A-H4) (Evaluation)


	Purpose/Guiding Questions:

· Can students explain the differences between the structure and functions of state and local government?

· Can students analyze key decisions of landmark Supreme Court cases?


	Vocabulary:

· State Officials

· Federalism

· Reserved Powers

· Extradition

· Full Faith and Credit Clause

· 10th Amendment

· Commute

· Parole

· Unicameral

· Apportionment

· Line-Item Veto

· Misdemeanor

· Felony

· Plea Bargain

· Election of State Officials

· Local Officials

· Types of Local Government 

· Charter

· Ordinance

· County/Parish

· Special District

· Town Meeting

· Incorporate

· Metropolitan Area

· Ward

· Municipality

· Home Rule

· Types of City/Municipal Governments



	Assessment Ideas:
· Internet Assignment (Activity 1)

· Analysis of Article (Activity 2)

· Portfolio Rubric (Activity 3) -- for assistance with developing a rubric, visit http://rubistar.4teachers.org/index.php
· Graphic Organizer (Activity 4)

· Writing Rubric (Activity 5) -- for assistance with developing a rubric, visit http://rubistar.4teachers.org/index.php
· Many of the handouts in this unit/concept may be used as an activity, an assessment or both.


	Resources:

· Computer

· Textbook

· Appendix


Instructional Activities

Note:  Essential activities are key to the development of student understandings of each concept.  Substituted activities must cover the same GLEs to the same Bloom’s level.

Essential Activities: 45
Optional Activities: 42, 43, 44, 46
Activity 42: State Government Trackstar (Teacher-Made Activity): (see Activities Appendix)
(GLEs: 12, 14)

Students should follow the directions on the State Government Trackstar worksheet. (If the website is not online, then have the students directly type the websites into the computer).  After the students complete the activity, discuss the answers as a class.

Activity 43: Population Loss Alters Louisiana Politics Article (Teacher-Made Activity): (see Activities Appendix)

(GLEs: 12, 13)

Students should read the article and answer the questions at the end of the article.  Then, discuss the answers to the article as a class, noting any changes in the issue after the publication date of the article.

Activity 44: Civics State Government Portfolio Project (Teacher-Made Activity): (see Activities Appendix)

(GLEs 12, 14)

Students should complete the project and present their findings to the class.

Activity 45: Analyzing Local Government (CC Unit 2, Activity 5)

(GLEs: 12, 13, 14)
Local governments, parish and city, are chartered and empowered by the Louisiana Constitution and laws passed by the Louisiana legislature. The U.S. Constitution specifically describes relationships between the state and federal government, but it does not provide guidance on local government. 

Have the students complete the chart, Analyzing the Three Branches and Levels of Government (see Activities Appendix)

Building on the chart of federal, state and local governments (structures and functions), ask students to explain why local governments vary significantly in how laws are administered, and passed and how courts are organized. Introduce concepts of charter and home rule guaranteed by Louisiana for localities. Have students compare three possible ways to organize city government: (1) mayor/council, (2) city manager, and (3) commission plan. Ask students to describe and explain by whom and how executive actions are conducted, by whom and how legislative actions are conducted, and by whom and how judicial actions are conducted in each local governing system.

Have them emphasize the advantages and disadvantages of various types of local government.
Activity 46: Local Officials and Local Issues (Teacher-Made Activity)

(GLE: 12)

Call, email or write to the local parish president, mayor, parish council officials, etc. about a current local issue.  Students must develop questions to ask these officials and then write a paragraph reflecting on the response of the officials and whether or not they agree with the officials’ positions.  

 Unit 3 - Concept 4:  Taxes

GLEs

*Bolded GLEs are assessed in this unit

	21
	Explain how government is financed (e.g., taxation, fines, user fees, borrowing)  (C-1A-H7) (Analysis)

	22
	Identify the major sources of tax revenue at the federal, state, and local level (C-1A-H7) (Analysis)

	23
	Analyze or evaluate various uses of tax dollars (e.g., the public’s need for services versus the public’s resistance to taxation)  (C-1A-H7) (Analysis)

	24
	Use the rules of taxation (ability, equity, ease of payment, convenient times to pay) to analyze or evaluate a given tax practice  (C-1A-H7) (Analysis)


	Purpose/Guiding Questions:

· Can students distinguish different types of taxes? 

· Can students state the purposes and uses of particular types of taxes? 

· Can students explain the fairness issue related to different types of taxes?


	Vocabulary:

· Revenue

· Progressive Tax, Regressive Tax

· Limits on Taxation

· Principles of Taxation

· Tax Return

· Income Tax

· Exemption

· Deduction

· Taxable Income

· Property Tax

· Sales Tax

· Excise Tax

· Tariff

· Withholdings

· Budget

· Expenditures

· Deficit

· National Debt

· Balanced Budget

· Grant-In-Aid

· Block Grant

	Assessment Ideas:
· Taxes Journal/Bellringer Assignment (Activity 1)

· Internet Assignment (Activity 2)

· Taxes Comparison/Evaluation Assignment (Activity 3)

· Pie Chart (Activity 4)

* Many of the handouts in this unit/concept may be used as an activity, an assessment or both.
	Resources:

· Computer 

· Textbook

· Appendix




Instructional Activities

Note:  Essential activities are key to the development of student understandings of each concept.  Substituted activities must cover the same GLEs to the same Bloom’s level.

Essential Activities: 47, 48, 49
Optional Activities: 

Activity 47: Rights and Responsibilities of Citizenship–Focus on Taxes (CC Unit 4, Activity 1)

(GLEs: 21, 22, 23)
Bellringer: Have students answer the following questions: (see Activities Appendix)
· What are some kinds of taxes you and your family pay?
· Why are taxes the best source of revenue? 
· Why are fines, licenses, and fees an unpredictable source of revenue? 
· How could high fines, licenses, and fees discourage rather than encourage participation in government and the economy? 
· At which level of government would fines, licenses, and fees provide the greatest source of income (e.g., car and truck licenses, speeding fines, library fees). 
· What would happen if government collected no taxes at all? (hint: think about the Articles of Confederation)
As a class, discuss the following with students:

· Why do we say that the income tax is a progressive tax? What is a head tax? Why was it necessary to ratify the Sixteenth Amendment? Why do we say that the sales tax is a regressive tax? Is it fair to tax everyone equally?

· Why is the gasoline tax (consumption tax) a proportional tax? What does the gasoline tax provide for in government services?

· What are property taxes most often used for in the budget? 

· What are the primary sources of tax revenues for parish/city, Louisiana, and federal governments?

Activity 48: Government Borrowing and Deficits (CC Unit 4, Activity 2)

(GLEs: 21, 22, 23)
Borrowing as a revenue source is simply mortgaging the future for government spending in the present. Whenever a government spends more money on services than it collects in revenues it must borrow or run a deficit. 
Ask students to research the national debt and the number of times in the last 30 years that the federal government has operated with a deficit. 

· Why is debt a burden on the treasury? 

· What is the interest cost of the national debt? 

Have students visit the website http://www.federalbudget.com and in pairs respond to the following questions:

· Define the national debt. 

· Describe debt held by the government. 

· Describe debt held by the public. 

· Did the United States have a federal deficit or surplus in 1998? Approximately how much? 

· When does the fiscal year for the U.S. Government begin and end? 

· When, before 1998, did the U.S. Government have a surplus? 

· Approximately how much does the national debt increase every day? 

· Has the interest on the national debt been increasing or decreasing in the past two years? 

· What is the difference between the national debt and the federal deficit? 

· What else did you learn from this lesson? 
The concept of limited government indicates that citizens should be taxed the least possible. 

· Do taxpayers resist paying taxes? 

· Do taxpayers demand governmental services? 

· What is the balance between resisting taxes and receiving services? 

Ask students to recommend tax revenues that should be collected to pay for government services (e.g., a military for common defense, interstate highways, libraries, police protection, social security). Ask students:  Should citizens who do not want a governmental service be allowed to avoid taxes?

Activity 49: Evaluating Taxes (CC Unit 4, Activity 3) 

(GLE: 24)
Every tax can be evaluated on selected criteria:

· ability of citizens to pay

· equity among payers

· ease of payment

· convenient times to pay

Ask students to apply these criteria to the federal income tax and explain why it is the preferred form of taxation for the government. Then ask students to apply the same criteria to the property tax in Louisiana. Information on Louisiana tax structure can be found at
http://www.statetaxcentral.com/Louisiana/.
How do the two taxes compare? Why are property taxes often used to fund schools in local communities?

Activity 50: Pie Chart of State and Local Government Expenditures (Teacher-Made Activity)

(GLE: 23)

(See Activities Appendix) Students should use the information give to create a pie chart of state and local government expenditures.  Then, the students should answer the questions and then discuss their answers as a class.

 Assessments

General Guidelines

· Students should be monitored throughout the work on all activities via teacher observation, log/data collection entries, report writing, group discussion, and journal entries.
· All student-developed products and student investigations should be evaluated as the unit progresses. When possible, students should assist in developing any rubrics that will be used. 
· Use a variety of performance assessments to determine student comprehension. 
· Select assessments consistent with the type of products that result from the student activities.
Sample Assessments Items for Unit 3:

1. Read this section from Article II of the U.S. Constitution about the qualification for President:

No person except a natural born citizen, or a citizen of the United States, at the time of the adoption of this Constitution, shall be eligible to the office of President; neither shall any person be eligible to that office who shall not have attained the age of thirty-five years,…

       Based on this section, which of the following persons could NOT become President?

a. a natural born citizen 44 years old

b. a 37 year-old natural born citizen who has lived his/her whole life in the U.S.

c. a 50 year-old natural born citizen who has spent the last 7 years living in England

d. a 49 year-old person born in Hungary who became a citizen 15 years ago

2. Which of the following types of taxes is a progressive tax? 

a. State sales tax 

b. Federal income tax 

c. Property tax 

d. Federal tariffs 

3. Which of the following is not a source of revenue for state governments? 

a. Corporate income taxes 

b. Individual income taxes 

c. License fees 

d. Charitable contributions 

4. The use of federal funds to assist state and local governments is known as 

a. Federalism 

b. Regressive taxation 

c. Property assessment 

d. Revenue sharing 

5. The main source of parish revenue is 

a. Auto and business license fees 

b. State taxes 

c. Property taxes 

d. Fines for traffic violations 

6. A tariff is a tax on 

a. Personal income 

b. Corporation profits 

c. Property 

d. Imports  

7. Taxes collected by the government may be spent on all of the following except 

a. Schools

b. Police 

c. Military forces 

d. Churches 

8. A local government borrows money by 

a. Raising taxes 

b. Issuing bonds 

c. Levying duties 

d. Collecting revenue 

9. Which of the following is an incorrect description of the function of a parish official?

a. The district attorney prosecutes the accused on behalf of the people.

b. The sheriff indicts criminals.

c. The clerk of court keeps records of all public documents.

d. The coroner determines cause of death for death certificates.

10. Which of the following would be part of the EXECUTIVE branch of the Louisiana state government?

a. Louisiana Senate

b. Louisiana Supreme Court

c. Louisiana State Police

d. Louisiana House of Representatives

11.  The passage below is a true story reported by National Public Radio.  Read the passage and answer the questions that follow. 

A little town in an Eastern state is faced with a dilemma.  The members of the town council, the members of the school board, the town mayor, and the judge have refused to run for re-election.  No other candidates have come forward for the offices that will be vacated at the end their terms.  Those still holding these offices say they are unappreciated.  All they ever hear is complaints.  They have it, and they are going to take any more!

A. Which of the following statements best explains the dilemma faced by the town? 

a. Citizens in a democracy are obliged to support their leaders 

b. Public officials have a responsibility to run for re-election. 

c. Terms of office for public service jobs are too short 

d. A democratic system depends on citizen participation 

B. Which of the following consequences could occur if no one will hold office in the town’s government? 

a. The nearby interstate highway would not be maintained 

b. U.S. Post Offices in the town would have to shut down 

c. Roads and street lighting in town would fall into disrepair 

The Coast Guard would no longer serve the town’s harbor. 
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* If you suggest an activity substitution, please attach a copy of the activity narrative formatted like the activities in the APCC (i.e. GLEs, guiding questions, etc.).
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