2nd grade Social Studies – Unit 4

Name ______________________________







School Year _____________

 Comprehensive Curriculum

  Assessment Documentation and Concept Correlation
Unit 4: Aspects of a Community; Its Government
Time Frame:  Approximately Three (3) Weeks
	Big Picture: (Taken from Unit Description and Student Understanding)
· Government meets the basic needs of the community.

· Government is made of elected, key officials that have specific governmental roles.

· Laws are important to the community and must be enforced through government.



	Guiding Questions
	Activities
The essential activities are denoted by an asterisk.
	GLEs
	DOCUMENTATION                       
Documented GLEs

GLES 

Bloom’s Level

GLES

Date and Method of Assessment

Identify local community and parish laws, and the persons responsible for making and enforcing them (Comprehension)
16
Identify the necessity of local government and how it helps meet the basic needs of society (Comprehension)
17
Describe major responsibilities of local government (Comprehension)
18
Identify key government positions at the local level, their powers, and limits on their powers (Comprehension)
19
Explain how government officials at the local level are elected (Synthesis)
20
Identify goods and services provided by the local government (Application)
43
Reflections



	Concept 1:  Government and Me

11.  Can students
  explain why we   

  need local  

  government?

12.  Can students 
  explain the roles 
  of elected 
  officials in our   

  community?

13.  Can students 
   explain how our 

   community is 
   governed?
	*Activity 35:  What is Government?

GQ 11, 12, 13


	16, 17, 18, 19
	

	
	Activity 36:  Making Laws

GQ 11, 13


	16
	

	
	*Activity 37:  How Does Government Affect Me?

GQ 11 


	43
	

	Concept 2: How the Government Works

11.  Can students 
   explain why we 

   need local 
   government?

12.  Can students 
   explain the roles
   of elected 
   officials in our    

   community?

13. Can students
    explain how our 

    community is

    governed?

	*Activity 38: You Be the Judge

GQ  12


	18, 19
	

	
	*Activity 39:  Local Government

GQ 11, 12, 13


	17, 18, 19
	

	
	Activity 40:  Create a Classroom Government

GQ 11, 12, 13 
	16, 17, 18, 19, 43
	

	Concept 3:  Electing Officials

14.  Can students

    explain how 

    government 

    officials are 

    elected?
	*Activity 41: What Does it Mean to Vote? 

GQ 14


	20
	

	
	*Activity 42:  Electing Local Officials

GQ 


	20
	

	
	Activity 43:  Local Executive’s Chair

GQ 14


	18, 19 20
	

	
	*Activity 44: Candy Bar Election

GQ 14


	20
	

	
	*Activity 45:   Minority Governors of Louisiana 
	Laying foundation for 3rd grade
	


Unit 4: Aspects of a Community: Its Government

Concept 1:  Government and Me

GLEs

Bolded GLEs are documented.

16
Identify local community and parish laws, and the persons responsible for making and enforcing them (Comprehension)
17
Identify the necessity of local government and how it helps meet the basic needs of 
society (Comprehension)
18
Describe major responsibilities of local government (Comprehension)
19
Identify key government positions at the local level, their powers, and limits on their powers (Comprehension)

43
Identify goods and services provided by the local government (Application)

	Guiding Questions
11. Can students explain why we need a local government?

12. Can students explain the roles of elected officials in our community?
13. Can students explain how our community is governed?
	Assessment Ideas
· TMT

· Journal Writing 

· Graphic Organizers can be used to assess students’ knowledge of concepts (e.g., Venn diagram, Webs, charts, etc.) 

· Activity-Specific Activity - Activity 37 

	Recommended Vocabulary
1. Government         2. Officials          3. Goods           4. Services          5. Mayor       6. Citizen      7. Policeman            8. Taxes 

	Textbook Correlation

· Scott Foresman’s Correlation to Grade Level Expectations
	Resources

· Concept map
· United Streaming if applicable 




Louisiana Comprehensive Curriculum/Teacher Made Activities
Note:  The essential activities are denoted by an asterisk and are key to the development of student understandings of each concept.  Any activities that are substituted for essential activities must cover the same GLEs to the same Bloom’s level.

*Activity 35:  What is Government: (CC Unit 3) (GLEs: 16, 17, 18, 19)

Have students imagine what it would be like if no one were in charge at school. Imagine if there were no rules or laws anywhere. After a short discussion introduce the term government. Use a concept map to explore the concept of government. This can be done whole group or in small groups. Have students brainstorm words that they can associate with government. Share and discuss students’ ideas. Help students understand that groups of people who make laws and lead our country are our government. Discuss and identify key government positions at the local/state level. For background information about government you can go to Ben’s Guide to U.S. Government at (http://bensguide.gpo.gov/).

Activity 36:  Making Laws (GLE 16)

Materials List: Making a Law, large piece of chart paper

Show students the book Making a Law by Sarah deCapua.  Before reading the book, have students generate questions they have about the topic based on an SQPL prompt. (view literacy strategy descriptions)  State the following:  “Laws are made to protect people”.  Write it on the chalkboard or on a piece of chart paper when saying it.  Next, ask students to turn to a partner and think of one good question they have about the book based on the statement, “Laws are made to protect people”.  As students respond, write their questions on chart paper or the board.  Questions that are asked more than once should be marked with a smiley face to signify that they are important questions.  When students finish asking questions, the teacher should contribute additional questions to the list. Tell students to listen carefully for the answers to their questions as the book is read aloud.  After reading the book, discuss with students how local, state and federal laws are made and what citizens can do to participate in the lawmaking process.  Help students identify persons responsible for making and enforcing laws.  Pause periodically to have students check which of their SQPL questions have been answered and to briefly discuss the answers.  When the reading aloud concludes, ask students to return to the list of SPQL questions and check which ones may still need to be answered.  Use the book or personal knowledge to supply answers.

* Activity 37: How does Government Affect Me? (GLEs: 17, 43)

Materials List: pictures of government buildings, shoeboxes  
Explore how government affects people’s lives.  Help students understand the necessity of government and how it protects its citizens. Discuss services provided by government. Show students pictures of government buildings in the community (library, police department, hospital, school, courthouse, etc.). Help students make connections between government and the services they provide people throughout the community. Have students create shoebox models of different government buildings and share their experiences with these places. Discuss how government provides people with goods and services that help them meet their basic needs.  Have students write narrative paragraphs naming some of the goods and services provided by local government.  Go to The PBS Kids Democracy Project to explore services provided by government at: http://www.pbs.org/democracy/kids/mygovt/index.html. 
	Activity-Specific Assessment

The students can write a paragraph explaining how government affects their lives.  Create a writing rubric to assess paragraph.


Sample Assessment Items

· Activity-Specific Assessment – Activity 37
Unit 4: Aspects of a Community: Its Government

Concept 2:  How the Government Works

GLEs

*Bolded GLEs are documented.

16

Identify local community and parish laws, and the persons responsible for 
making    

                  and enforcing them (Comprehension)
17

Identify the necessity of local government and how it helps meet the basic 

      

                  needs of society (Comprehension)
18

Describe major responsibilities of local government (Comprehension)
19

Identify key government positions at the local level, their powers, and limits 
on their powers (Comprehension)
43

Identify goods and services provided by the local government (Application)
	Guiding Questions

11.  Can students explain why we need a 

        local government?

12.  Can students explain the roles of

       elected officials in our community?

13.  Can students explain how our  

       community is governed?


	Assessment Ideas
· Teacher Made Test

· Journal Writing can be done throughout this unit

· Graphic Organizers can be used to assess students’ knowledge of concepts (e.g., Venn diagram, Webs, charts, etc.) 

· Activity-Specific Assessment - Activity 40


	Recommended Vocabulary

1. President         2. Lawmakers        3. Congress        4. Government       5. Judges        6. Jury      7. Defender         8. Prosecutor         9. Committees   10. Executive         12. Environment     

14. Public          15. Relations     



	Textbook Correlation

· Scott Foresman’s Correlation to Grade Level Expectations
	Resources

· Photographs of community leaders

· Trade book Goldilocks

· Chart tablets 

· United Streaming if applicable 




Louisiana Comprehensive Curriculum/Teacher Made Activities
Note:  The essential activities are denoted by an asterisk and are key to the development of student understandings of each concept.  Any activities that are substituted for essential activities must cover the same GLEs to the same Bloom’s level.

*Activity 38:  You Be the Judge (CC Unit 3) (GLEs: 18, 19)

Use photographs of community leaders to introduce the people responsible for making and enforcing laws and determining if the laws have been violated. Have students discuss where they have seen these people. Discuss their roles in the community. Have students recall the story of  The Three Bears. Have students list things Goldilocks did in the story. Have students put Goldilocks on trial. Briefly explain the jobs of the judge, jury, defender, and prosecutor before students begin. Put students into small groups to role-play community leaders and how they would deal with Goldilocks. Have them decide whether they think Goldilocks broke any laws. Students may share their decisions and what if any consequences should follow if she is convicted of breaking laws. 

*Activity 39: Local Government (GLEs: 17, 18, 19)

Materials List: Word Grid BLM

Discuss with students that government officials are the leaders of the local community, state, and nation.  Have students imagine what it would be like if no one were in charge at school. Imagine if there were no rules or laws anywhere.  Have students reflect in their journals what it would be like to live in a world without government leaders.  Then discuss with students the necessity of local government and how it helps meet the basic needs of society.

Use a word grid (view literacy strategy descriptions) similar to the sample one below, to help students identify government officials.  Have students place an (x) in the box under each column where each key government official may be found.  (See the Word Grid BLM.)  

	Key Government Officials
	Local (City/Parish)
	State
	Country

	president
	
	
	

	governor
	
	
	

	mayor
	
	
	


After completing the word grid, have students use it to identify local government officials.  Discuss with students the major responsibilities of local government, their powers, and limits on their powers.  Ask students “What kinds of things do local government officials do?”  Invite local government officials (e.g., mayor) to the class to discuss their responsibilities in the community.  Have students prepare questions that they would like to ask ahead of time.  Help students understand the responsibilities of locally-elected people by focusing on issues that are meaningful to students (e.g., local park playground equipment, paving roads, planting trees).  

Activity 40: Create a Classroom Government (GLEs: 16, 17, 18, 19, 43)

Materials List: chart paper, construction paper 

Discuss with students how government helps meet the basic needs of our society.  Discuss with students the responsibilities of community leaders.  After the discussion, tell students to pretend they are local lawmakers.  Then introduce and discuss the following representative committees on which they will serve: 

· Lawmaking Committee: makes classroom rules and posts them for everyone to follow

· Executive Committee: oversees classroom rules and encourages good citizenship

· Law and Order Committee: mediates conflicts and keeps a discipline journal

· Postal Service Committee: delivers daily attendance record to the principal’s office 

· Environment Committee: cleans the learning centers and cares for classroom plants and pets

· Public Relations Committee: produces a class newsletter and writes thank-you notes to parent volunteers

· History Committee: records class activities and compiles them for a presentation.
Discuss as a group how the members of each committee will function. Lead the students to the following suggestions:

· the responsibilities of membership on the committee 

· how to choose a chairperson

· how to give and follow directions

· what the committee will do each week. 
The whole class will first serve on the Lawmaking Committee to create and post classroom rules. Introduce a new committee every two or three days or as time permits, and assign the entire class to perform the responsibilities of that committee. As each committee is studied, a chart explaining the committee and its function should be posted in the classroom. 

Suggested charts to be displayed in the classroom might include the following:

Lawmaking Committee

Makes classroom rules 

Posts rules for everyone to follow

Executive Committee

Oversees classroom rules, ensuring that they are followed

Encourages good citizenship

Law and Order Committee

Mediates conflicts among students

Keeps a journal of rules broken

Postal Service Committee

Delivers daily attendance record to the principal’s office
Environment Committee

Cleans learning centers

Cares for class plants and pets

Public Relations Committee

Produces a class newsletter

Writes thank-you notes

History Committee

Compiles class activity records

Keeps a classroom timeline

After students have gained an understanding of the function of each committee, have them compare what these committees do to what city/parish committees do. Create a comparative chart placing classroom committees next to local government agencies that have similar functions and the limits on their powers. (See chart below.)  Have students identify goods and services provided by the local government and explain how the government helps to meet the basic needs of society (e.g., jobs, food, basic services). 

Comparison of Classroom Committees with Local Government Agencies

	Classroom
	City/Parish

	Lawmaking Committee
	Council or Board 

	Executive Committee 
	Mayor/Parish President and Staff

	Law and Order Committee 
	Police/Court/Attorneys

	Postal Service Committee 
	(Not a parish service)

	Environment Committee 
	Recreation/forestry/recycling

	Public Relations Committee 
	Public Relations Staff

	History Committee 
	Recorders in City/Parish Center


After each committee has been studied, actual classroom committees can be formed, begin operating, and continue to perform their responsibilities throughout the year. Each classroom committee should have four to five members, and students should rotate onto different committees several times throughout the year. Committee hats or badges (made using construction paper) can be worn to identify membership. 

	Activity-Specific Assessment

The students can be assessed by groups on creating their successful committee.  Create a rubric to assess the committees.


Sample Assessment Items

General Guidelines

Documentation of student understanding is recommended to be in the form of portfolio assessment. Teacher observations and records as well as student-generated products may be included in the portfolio. All items should be dated and clearly labeled to effectively show student growth over time.

General Assessments

· Teacher Observation and Judgment: Several activities in this unit involve students serving on committees governing the classroom. Most of these student behaviors can be recorded and assessed through teacher observations and judgments of students’ performance in these areas. 

	COOPERATIVE LEARNING BEHAVIORS

	NAME


MARKING PERIOD 1 2 3 4 
      DATE

	Behavior
	Yes
	No
	Sometimes
	Comments

	Group Work
	
	
	
	

	• acts as leader
	
	
	
	

	• follows others
	
	
	
	

	• works cooperatively
	
	
	
	

	• contributes to group work
	
	
	
	

	Role Play
	
	
	
	

	• follows directions
	
	
	
	

	• performs role well
	
	
	
	

	• actively engages in role
	
	
	
	

	• provides accurate information
	
	
	
	

	Committee Assignments
	
	
	
	

	• follows written directions
	
	
	
	

	• performs tasks routinely
	
	
	
	

	• remembers assignments
	
	
	
	

	Citizenship Role
	
	
	
	

	• knows rights and duties
	
	
	
	

	• acts out rights and duties
	
	
	
	


· Journal writing on teacher selected topics. Example: Have students explain what government means and name one government leader and the role he or she has in the community. 
· Activity-Specific Assessment – Activity 40
· Final Product Assessment:  The students with create murals or posters that can be evaluated using the following rubric. 

Student Name ________________________________ Score _______________________

	
	Standard 1: Decoration
	Standard 2: 

Government
	Standard 3: 

Clarity

	3 Points
	Poster is fully decorated with accurate information.
	Poster has three or more illustrations 
	Poster is clear and easily understood.

	2 Points
	Poster is partially decorated with accurate information.
	Poster has two illustrations. 
	Poster is fairly

understandable.

	1 Point
	Poster is not well decorated with accurate information.
	Poster has one illustration 
	Poster is confusing and hard to understand.

	0 Points
	Poster lacks any decoration.
	Poster lacks illustrations 
	Poster is incomprehensible.


Unit 4: Aspects of a Community: Its Government

Concept 3:  Electing Officials

GLEs

Bolded GLEs are documented.

20
Explain how government officials at the local level are elected (Application)

	Guiding Questions

14. Can students explain how government officials are elected?


	Assessment Ideas

· Teacher Made Test

· Journal Writing

· Graphic Organizers can be used to assess students’ knowledge of concepts (e.g., Venn diagram, Webs, charts, etc.) 

· Activity-Specific Activity - Activity 44


	Recommended Vocabulary
1. Government        2. Vote       3. Freedom      4. Elect        5. Election     6. Campaign    7. Ballot  

 

	Textbook Correlation
· Scott Foresman’s Correlation to Grade Level Expectations
	Resources
· Trade books 

· Small candy bars

· Voting ballots

· Poster boards 

· United Streaming if applicable 


Louisiana Comprehensive Curriculum/Teacher Made Activities

Note:  The essential activities are denoted by an asterisk and are key to the development of student understandings of each concept.  Any activities that are substituted for essential activities must cover the same GLEs to the same Bloom’s level.

*Activity 41: What Does It Mean to Vote? (GLE: 20)

Materials List: picture of a voting machine, sample ballots

Discuss how voting is one way to choose leaders. Show students a picture of a voting machine and explain how it works. Information about voting can be found at “Step Inside a Voting Booth” at:  http://pbskids.org/democracy/vote/index.html.  Examine sample ballots obtained from the voter registrar’s office. Walk students through the electoral process. 
For information about elections and voting, visit “Congress for Kids – Elections” at the following site: http://www.congressforkids.net/Elections_index.htm.
*Activity 42: Electing Local Officials (GLE: 20)
Materials List:  The First Book of Elections, Vote!, Voting and Elections or similar books; Internet (optional)
On the board, write “Citizens vote for leaders who run for office.”  Discuss ways in which citizens choose a leader.  One way is by students asking themselves: 

· Who will do the best job?  
· Can I trust the person?  
· Will this person work hard to make our town a better place to live and work?  
Using brainstorming (view literacy strategy descriptions), have students make a list of ways citizens can learn more about a person who wants to be a leader (e.g., talking to neighbors/friends, or finding information in newspapers, on television and radio, or on the Internet), and qualities voters should look for in a leader (intelligence, honesty, responsibility, decision maker, etc.).  Have students organize information into a chart similar to the following:

	Ways to Learn About Leaders
	Qualities of a Leader

	Talk to neighbors.

Talk to friends.

Read newspapers.

Listen to television and radio.

Use the Internet.
	Honest
Responsible

Intelligent

Decision-Maker




After students complete the brainstorming activity, the teacher will have students share their ideas as she writes them on the board.  Then discuss with students what way would be the most reliable when trying to find information about government leaders. 
Next, have students work in small groups to research and explain how local officials are elected. Tell them to read books (e.g., The First Book of Elections by Edmund Lindop, Vote! by Eileen Christelow, Voting and Elections by Dennis B. Fradin, etc.) as well as talking to their parents, grandparents, and other people who may have information about the election process in their locality. Use Internet resources to help students understand the concept of elections, including the following websites: 

http://bensguide.gpo.gov/3-5/election/president.html
http://www.ahsd25.k12.il.us/Election2004/election.html
http://webtech.kennesaw.edu/jcheek3/elections.htm
Activity 43: The Local Executive’s Chair (GLEs: 18, 19, 20)

Materials List: poster paper, newspaper clippings about the city mayor or parish leader  

The teacher should talk briefly with the students about what they think are the major responsibilities of a city mayor or parish president.  If possible, have newspaper clippings showing the local leader in action.  Then discuss with students how the mayor or parish president got his or her job.  Help students understand that to be a local executive leader a person has to be elected.  

Have students pretend they are running for mayor of their town.  Share with students various information that might be included in campaigns.  Ask students to construct a candidacy poster that illustrates three things they promise to do for their community if they are elected.  Set up a chair in front of the room and have students share their campaign promises with the class.  

Have a class election to elect a mayor for the class.  Together with students, make a list of responsibilities that the classroom mayor will have to perform.  Go through the electoral process with students to choose their mayor.  A new mayor of the class may be elected once a month.  Review the electoral process each time a new class mayor is elected.

*Activity 44:  Candy Bar Election (TM) (GLE: 20)

Review the election process.  Divide students into small collaborative groups.  Assign each group a different candy bar.  Give each student a small candy bar and allow the students to eat the candy bar, while describing it on a piece of paper.  Encourage the students to use all senses. After the students have eaten and described the candy bar, engage the students in a candy bar election.  Each group will use their newly learned skills of campaigning to create a logo and candidacy poster for their assigned candy bar.  Students will present candidacy poster to another class and have them vote for their favorite candy bar.  Teacher may create a rubric to assess groups of students on creating their campaigns. 

(Optional: Award the voting class with the winning candy bar)

Alternative:  best TV shows, favorite book, best pet, most popular sport/team, etc.
	Activity-Specific Assessment

The students can be assessed by groups on creating their campaigns.  Create a rubric to assess their campaigns.


*Activity 45:  Minority Governors of Louisiana

Expose students to the fact that there has been one female governor, Kathleen Blanco.  She is a Democrat who was elected in the year 2003.  There was also one African American governor, Pinchney Bejnton Stewart Pinchback (also known as P.B.S. Pinchback) who was Louisiana’s first African American governor.  In the late l800s, he became governor for only 35 days.  He was the first African American governor of the United States. He was a Republican.  The teacher should add these dates to an ongoing time line.

Sample Assessment Items

· Activity-Specific Assessment – Activity 44
Name:  _________________________________ School_________________________________

Feedback Form
This form should be filled out as the unit is being taught and turned in to your teacher coach upon completion.
	Concern and/or Activity Number
	Changes needed*
	Justification for changes 

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


* If you suggest an activity substitution, please attach a copy of the activity narrative formatted like the activities in the APCC (i.e. GLEs, guiding questions, etc.).
2nd Social Studies – Unit 4 – Aspects of a Community:  It’s Government

