Free Enterprise – Unit 4


Ascension Parish Comprehensive Curriculum

Concept Correlation
         Unit 4:  Production
Time Frame:  Regular 2 weeks; Block 1 week 
	Big Picture: (Taken from Unit Description and Student Understanding)
· Production in an economy is affected by factors of production and by labor and management conditions and practices. 

· There is a relationship between standard of living and productivity.


	Guiding Questions
	Activities
The essential activities are denoted by an asterisk.
	GLEs
	DOCUMENTATION                       
Documented GLEs

GLES 

Bloom’s Level

GLES

Date and Method of Assessment

Define productivity and characterize the relationship between productivity and standard of living  (E-1A-H2) (Analysis)
7

Explain the role of marketing and channels of distribution in economic decisions (E-1A-H) (Synthesis)
8
Identify actions or conditions that increase productivity or output of the economy  (E-1A-H2) (Evaluation)

9

Analyze the importance of labor-management relations and the effects of given labor and management practices on productivity or business profitability  (E-1A-H6) (Evaluation)
19

Identify factors affecting production/allocation of goods/services and characterize their effects (E-1B-H2) (Comprehension)
30
Define productivity and characterize the relationship between productivity and standard of living (E-1C-H1) (Comprehension)

48

Reflections

	Concept 2:  Production

12. Can students explain the relationship between productivity and standard of living?
13. Can students identify factors that increase productivity

14. Can students rationalize the relationship between higher productivity and higher standard of living

15. Can students explain the importance of labor-management relations and how labor relations affect the productivity and profits of business?
	*Activity 31:  Production GQ 12, 13

	7, 8, 19
	

	
	*Activity 32: Centuries of Economic Growth: From Feathers to Robotics GQ 12, 13, 14

	7, 9, 48
	

	
	**Activity 33: Dynamics in Marketplace GQ 14, 15
	7, 9
	

	
	*Activity 34:  The Job Jungle GQ 15
	7, 9, 30, 48
	

	
	**Activity 35: Does America need a National Right-to-Work Law? GQ 15
	19
	

	
	*Activity 36: Relating Productivity and Labor-Management Relations GQ 12, 14
	19
	

	
	*Activity 37: Relating Productivity to Incomes GQ 13, 14, 15
	30
	

	
	*Activity 38: Simulating Labor and Management Relations GQ 15
	9, 19
	

	
	*Activity 39: “New Invention Project” GQ 12, 13, 14
	48
	


Unit 3 - Production 

Unit 3 Grade Level Expectations (GLEs)

	GLE #
	GLE Text and Benchmarks

	Economics:  Fundamental Economic Concepts


	7.
	Define productivity and characterize the relationship between productivity and standard of living  (E-1A-H2)

	8. 
	Explain the role of marketing and channels of distribution in economic decisions (E-1A-H2)

	9.
	Identify actions or conditions that increase productivity or output of the economy  (E-1A-H2)

	19.
	Analyze the importance of labor-management relations and the effects of given labor and management practices on productivity or business profitability  (E-1A-H6)

	Individuals, Households, Businesses, and Governments

	30.
	Identify factors affecting production/allocation of goods/services and characterize their effects  (E-1B-H2)

	The Economy as a Whole

	48.
	Define productivity and characterize the relationship between productivity and standard of living (E-1C-H1)


	Purpose/Guiding Questions:

· Explain the relationship between productivity and the standard of living.

· Explain the importance of labor-management relations and how labor relations affect the productivity and profits of business.
	Vocabulary:

· Productivity

· Standard of living

· Labor-Management Relations 

· Output

· Assembly Line



	Assessment Ideas:

· Handouts (Act 31)
· Invention project (Act 39)

*Many of the handouts in this unit/concept may be used as an activity, an assessment or both.
	Resources:

· Handouts

· Case Study 

· Graphic Organizer - Brainstorming

· “Standard of Living” game simulation cards 

· Internet lesson plans


Instructional Activities

Note:  Essential activities are key to the development of student understandings of each concept.  Substituted activities must cover the same GLEs to the same Bloom’s level.

**Essential Activities: 31, 32, 34, 36-39
**Optional Activities: 33, 35
*Activity 31: Production (GLEs 7, 8, 19)

Materials List:  True-False Quiz on Production BLM 

Present students with the True False Quiz on Production BLM which is an opinionnaire or anticipation guide (view literacy strategy descriptions) that encourages students to take a position and defend it.  Have students work in pairs to read and discuss each statement.  Then, have students write their reasons for their opinions.  An answer sheet is provided for the teacher with a defense for each answer. (See BLM.)
*Activity 32:  Centuries of Economic Growth: From Feathers to Robotics (GLEs 7. 9, 48)   

Materials List:  computer, Internet access, Centuries of Economic Growth: From Feathers to Robotics lesson plan from NCEE, copies of  activities 1 and 2 from the NCEE lesson plan, transparencies of visuals 1 and 2 from the NCEE lesson plan, overhead projector 

Centuries of Economic Growth: From Feathers to Robotics is a downloadable lesson plan provided by the National Council for Economic Education at the following website:

http://www.ncee.net/ei/lessons/lesson6/.  In this lesson students will read scenarios about the production of Bibles over five historical time periods. In small groups, students will create skits and gather information to determine the impact of economic growth.  Provide students with copies of activities 1 and 2 from the NCEE lesson plan, and use transparencies of visuals 1 and 2 from the lesson plan.  All activity sheets and visuals are available for download directly from the website.  This activity will take two class periods to complete. 
**Optional Activity 33:  Dynamics in Marketplace (GLEs: 7, 9) 

Using a specific historical case study, Eli Whitney’s cotton gin, have students work in small groups or pairs to complete a brainstorming chart after reading or listening to a summary of this piece of American history. This chart should attempt to explain the impact of Eli Whitney’s cotton gin on each of the following topics: 
· the price of cotton goods and the price of woolen goods
· production of cotton goods and production of woolen goods 
· production of cotton 
· cost of labor (slavery) 
· price of land to grow cotton
· quality of family clothing 
After students work in groups to complete the charts, use these charts to facilitate a whole-class discussion during which students may add to their own charts and make adjustments in notes for understanding. Next, have students follow the same process of chart completion as they did with the cotton gin, but this time toward a more recent time period and invention—the computer chip. Ask students to evaluate the impact of the personal computer on the following:

· electric typewriters

· correspondence

· technicians 

· print media

· record-keeping in homes and businesses 

· home/family environment

*Activity 34:  The Job Jungle (GLEs: 7, 9, 30, 48)

Materials List:  Job Jungle lesson plan from FTE, blue and green index cards, colored pens, copies of Output and Marginal Product Schedule, prizes for winning worker and employer

The Job Jungle:  http://www.fte.org/teachers/programs/efl/lessons/thurs/eflthurs1.htm is a class simulation created by teachers for the Foundation for Teaching Economics, which grants permission for classroom use. Students act as employers, educators and workers to discover the importance of productivity and investing in one’s human capital.  Have students complete the Output and Marginal Product Schedule from the Job Jungle lesson plan.

**Optional Activity 35:  Does America Need a National Right-to-Work Law?  (GLE:  19) 

Materials List:  overhead projector (optional), Does America Need a National Right-to-Work Law? BLM

Before asking students to write a summary of positions taken on the national right-to-work law, teach them the writing process for a summary. Using GISTing (view literacy strategy descriptions) place these fundamental characteristics of GISTing on the board or overhead projector:

· Shorter than original text

· A paraphrase of the author’s words and descriptions

· Focused on the main points or events in the original text

Read the first paragraph of the Does America Need a National Right-to-Work Law? BLM aloud with students and summarize it in twelve words. (See this BLM.) The students are to decide what is important to keep and what should not be kept from the original text.  Always begin the first sentence of the gist with what is in the reading selection.  Identify the main idea of the selection.  Repeat this process with the second paragraph. 

*Activity 36:  Relating Productivity and Labor-Management (GLE:  19) 

Ask students to analyze and present their findings on how productivity is impacted when robotic arms (machines) are employed to weld body parts on automobiles. Have students address all of the following questions:

· What happens to welders no longer needed on the assembly line (unemployed)?

· What happens to workers building robotic arms?

· What happens to the price of automobiles?

· Would consumers buy more automobiles?

· Has the output of the economy increased or decreased?

· What happens to the standard of living of welders (labor no longer employed)?

· What happens to the productivity and incomes of other workers in the automobile plant? 

*Activity 37:  Relating Productivity to Incomes (GLE:  30) 

Suggested as a discussion or Bell Ringer: Ask students to write a log in their journal explaining how there is a correlation between the price of goods and incomes and to the productivity of the factors of production used in producing those goods and incomes.  Students should hypothesize in their log as to why some incomes (professional athletes’, for example) are so high, while others are relatively low.   Ask for student volunteers to share their journal entries as part of a class discussion.  Have students exchange their paper with a partner and have the partner respond to a specific question about the journal entry they are reading.
*Activity 38: Simulating Labor and Management Relations (GLEs: 9, 19)

As a class, define labor-management relations.

Materials List:  overhead projector (optional)
Ask students:  Do producers (companies) benefit from good labor-management relations? Why or why not? Record their answers on the board/overhead projector/chart.

In small groups, pairs, or individually, have students consider all of the following questions and take notes on their ideas/discussion: 

· What if management expects too much of laborers (e.g., sets productivity levels too high)? 

· How might laborers respond (e.g., work slowdowns)? 

· What is likely to be the result of a situation where workers are unhappy (labor unrest) with working conditions? 

· If labor unrest occurs, what will be the impact on productivity and total output? 

· If management has alternatives (introducing new machines to replace laborers), how might labor unrest influence employment of workers?

Divide students into two groups—workers and managers. (It may be appropriate to make the workers the larger of the two groups.)  Simulate an environment where workers are unhappy with their working conditions and wages. Assign students to roles as workers and managers confronting this problem. Ask students to come to a consensus or compromise to resolve conflict by a specific time deadline, or explain why a conflict resolution is not possible by the deadline, and give a specific plan for continuing attempts at resolution.  At the completion of this activity have the students enter a journal entry detailing their experience in settling this labor-management dispute. 

*Activity 39: “New Invention Project” (Teacher-Made Activity)

(GLE:48)

In whole class discussion create a definition for standard of living (refers to a person’s economic well-being, usually based on a person’s average consumption in a given period of time).

Students will be divided into small groups.  Students will create a new invention that would increase the productivity of people (workers, students, etc.)

· Students will draw a picture of the invention

· Students will in paragraph form explain the invention and how it affects productivity.  Students should also explain three ways the invention will affect the standard of living (those using the invention, producing the invention, etc.)

Name/School_________________________________
Unit No.:______________

Grade            ________________________________
Unit Name:________________

Feedback Form

This form should be filled out as the unit is being taught and turned in to your teacher coach upon completion.
	Concern and/or Activity Number
	Changes needed*
	Justification for changes 

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


* If you suggest an activity substitution, please attach a copy of the activity narrative formatted like the activities in the APCC (i.e. GLEs, guiding questions, etc.).
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