3rd Grade Social Studies: Unit 5: Government: Louisiana and the United States


 Comprehensive Curriculum Assessment Documentation and Concept Correlation

Unit 5:  Government: Louisiana and the United States 

Time Frame:  Approximately 3 Weeks
	Big Picture: (Taken from Unit Description and Student Understanding)
· The state government’s responsibility is to provide services for its people.

· Citizens have a responsibility to improve their state as well as know what is meant to be a citizen of the United States.

	Guiding Questions
	Activities
The essential activities are denoted by an asterisk.
	GLEs
	DOCUMENTATION                       
Documented GLEs

GLES 

Bloom’s Level

GLES

Date and Method of Assessment

Identify state laws and the persons responsible for making and enforcing them (Knowledge)
22

Identify the necessity of state government and how it helps meet the basic needs of society (Knowledge)
23

Describe major responsibilities of state government (Knowledge)
24

Identify key government positions at the state level, their powers, and limits on their powers Governor, Lieutenant Governor, Attorney General, Treasurer  (Knowledge)
25

Explain how government officials at the state and national levels are elected 


(Knowledge)
26

Define laws and explain the difference between laws and rules (Knowledge)
27

Explain the responsibilities of 

individuals in making a 
community and state a

 better place to live  (Knowledge)
28

Identify the qualities of people who were leaders and good citizens as shown by their honesty, courage, trustworthiness, and patriotism (Knowledge)
29

Identify a state issue and describe how good citizenship can help solve the problem (e.g., participation in an anti-litter campaign) (Comprehension)
30

Identify services provided by the state government (Knowledge)
44



	Concept 1:  Government:  Louisiana and the United States and Louisiana Leaders

22. Can students identify  

      individuals responsible    

      for making and     

      enforcing  state laws?
23. Can students distinguish 

      between  rules and laws?
	*Activity 54:  Laws and Rules 

  GQ 23
	27
	

	
	*Activity 55:  The Difference Between Laws and Rules
 GQ 22, 23
	23, 27
	

	Concept 2:  

24. Can students explain the

      responsibilities of    

      individuals in making a      

      community a better 

      place to live?

25.Can students identify     

     how citizens can help     

     solve community 

     problems?
	*Activity 56:  Good Citizenship- Responsibilities
  GQ 24, 25
	28, 30
	

	
	*Activity 57: Good Citizen Award
  GQ 24
	28, 29
	

	Concept 3:  Branches and Responsibility of State Government

26.  Can students describe    

       the major     

       responsibilities of state     

       government and key    

       government positions?

22.  Can students identify  

       individuals responsible  

       for making and 
       enforcing state laws?

28. Can students identify the 
      role of state government    

      and how it helps    

      society?
	*Activity 58:  Branches of the State Government

 GQ 22, 26


	22, 24, 25
	

	
	Activity 59:  Scavenger Hunt

  GQ 22, 26, 28
	22, 24, 25, 26
	

	
	*Activity 60:  The Government Helps Everyone

GQ 22, 26, 28
	23, 44


	

	
	Activity 61: Responsibilities of State Government

GQ 22, 26, 28
	22


	

	Concept 4:  Elections
27.  Can students explain the election process of state and national government officials?
	*Activity 62:   Election Process

GQ 27
	26
	


Unit 5:  Government: Louisiana and the United States and Louisiana’s Leaders

Concept 1:  Laws and Rules

GLEs

*Bolded GLEs are documented.

23
Identify the necessity of state government and how it helps meet the basic 
needs of society  (Comprehension)

27
Define laws and explain the difference between laws and rules (Knowledge)

	Guiding Questions
22. Can students identify individuals 

      responsible for making and enforcing 

      state laws?
23.Can students distinguish between 

      rules and laws?
	Assessment Ideas
· Teacher Made Tests

· Give students a sheet of poster paper and have them design the ideal city.

· Have students write a narrative summary.

· Have students create an informative brochure.

· Activity-Specific Assessment – Activity 55

	Key Concepts

· Major responsibilities of the state government.

· Definition of a law and the difference between a rule and a law.

	Recommended Vocabulary
1. laws                                                  2. rules                                                    3. enforce



	Textbook Correlation
Communities-pg.290-294


Instructional Activities

Note:  The essential activities are denoted by an asterisk and are key to the development of student understandings of each concept.  Any activities that are substituted for essential activities must cover the same GLEs to the same Bloom’s level.

*Activity 54:  Laws and Rules (CC Unit 4) (GLE 27)

Materials List: prizes for game, ball

Open this unit, by having students play a game without rules, as follows:  Tell students that they will be playing a game and that the winning team will receive a special prize (e.g., pencils, candy, or homework passes). Have them form teams by getting in two lines. Then tell them the object of this game is to pass a ball (or other object) successfully from one end of the line to the other. Intimate that it must be passed from the person to whom it is handed, through each student’s hands, all the way until it reaches the last person in line. Do not tell them to begin, but wait to see if they ask if they may begin. Then act surprised that they didn’t know to begin the game. As soon as the object has been passed to the third person, tell them that they must start over because they were passing the object incorrectly. Tell them it must be passed with the left hand. Again, don’t tell them to begin, but wait to be asked, and pretend to be surprised that they did not know to automatically resume passing the object. This time, stop the game after the fifth or sixth person has received the object, and tell them again that they are passing it incorrectly. 

Make up another rule, such as the object must be passed with the left hand over the right shoulder. Repeat this process, stopping the game a few more times and inserting new rules. Make enough rule changes so students become slightly frustrated. 

Finally, allow the object to be passed all the way to the end of the line and randomly declare one team the winner. Then randomly give the prizes to students. Have students return to their seats and write journal entries reflecting on how much they enjoyed the game. Ask them to focus on what went well, and then ask them to focus on what they might do differently, should they play this game again, and why or why not. Ask a few of them to share their thoughts.

Have students discuss fairness and rules. Most students probably disapproved of the game and the way it was played and would prefer to have played by reasonable rules established in advance. Help them see that, in the same way they felt they had a right to know the rules of the game, so, too, do citizens have a right to know the rules of the society they live in. 

As a class, come to a consensus about working definitions of two terms—rules and laws. Create a T chart to list three to five key features for a rule and three to five key features for a law. Ask students to explain the differences.

	Rules
	Laws

	
	


*Activity 55:  The Difference Between Laws and Rules (CC Unit 4) (GLEs 23, 27)

Materials List: 3x5 index cards, writing journals, overhead projector (optional)

Give each student two, 3x5 index cards. Instruct students to write one example of a rule on the first card and one example of a law on the second card. Randomly gather the index cards into one pile. Redistribute the cards to the students. Have each student read a rule or law and explain if they agree with the writer or not. Students should also defend their answers. 

Ask students to think about rules and laws? Is there a difference? As a journal activity, have students explain the answer to the following questions:

1. What they think is the difference between laws and rules?

2. What are laws and rules used for?

3. Ask students if they feel it is important to follow laws and rules?

4. What happens when a person breaks a law or a rule?

5. List evidence that students see laws and rules in operation every day in their community and school. 

Display several examples of rules and laws using a chalkboard, overhead transparencies, or computer for a classroom discussion. (Playing a game with a family, obeying a stop sign, playing on school grounds, obeying the speed limit, etc.) Ask students who made each law or rule. Where does the person who makes the law or rule work? What is the difference between the types of jobs they hold? Explain to the students that laws are rules made by the national, state, and local governments. State rules are called laws. Louisiana laws are made in our state capitol located in Baton Rouge. These rules help us carry out laws by explaining what must be done to obey the laws. Ask why it is necessary for the government to create laws. Have students list the laws they know that the government has made. Next, have them explain how these laws are important to people and how the laws help people. 

	Activity-Specific Assessment

Activities 1 and 2: Have students create a poster showing what a law and rule are. Give students a piece of poster board and ask them to draw a line down the middle. Student drawings should reflect the complete meaning and difference between a law and a rule. Use the rubric below to assess the poster. 

Poster Rubric

Element

Possible

Points

Points 

Earned

Purpose: The purpose of the poster is clearly accomplished.

4

Drawings: All drawings add to the purpose of the poster.

4

Mechanics: There are no errors in spelling, punctuation, usage, and capitalization.

4

Creativity: The poster is very creative.

4

Neat and Presentable: The poster is very neat and presentable.

4

 


Unit 5:  Government: Louisiana and the United States and Louisiana’s Leaders

Concept 2: Citizenship

GLEs

*Bolded GLEs are documented.


28
Explain the responsibilities of individuals in making a community and state a



 better place to live  (Knowledge)
29
Identify the qualities of people who were leaders and good citizens as shown by their honesty, courage, trustworthiness, and patriotism (Knowledge)
30
Identify a state issue and describe how good citizenship can help solve the problem (e.g., participation in an anti-litter campaign) (Comprehension) 
	Guiding Questions

24. Can students explain the

      responsibilities of individuals in 

      making a community a better place 

      to live?

25.Can students identify how citizens 

     can help solve community 

     problems?
	Assessment Ideas

· Teacher Made Test

· Give students a sheet of poster paper and have them design the ideal city.

· Have students write a narrative summary.

· Have students create an informative brochure.

· Provide students with pictures of different citizens completing various tasks and/or jobs. Have students explain how each make the community a better place to live.

· Have students create a list of characteristics or traits that describe a responsible citizen.

· Provide students with various state issues written on index cards. Have students take turns brainstorming solutions to the problems.



	Key Concepts

· Responsibilities of individuals in making a community and state a better place to live.
· Qualities that make people good leaders and citizens.

	Recommended Vocabulary
1. Citizen                              2. Courage                             3. Responsibility                4. Honesty     5. Trustworthiness                6. Honesty                             7. Patriotism



	Textbook Correlation
Communities – p. 282 – 283, 294


Instructional Activities

Note:  The essential activities are denoted by an asterisk and are key to the development of student understandings of each concept.  Any activities that are substituted for essential activities must cover the same GLEs to the same Bloom’s level.

*Activity 56:  Good Citizenship- Responsibilities (CC Unit 6) (GLEs 28, 30)

Materials List: poster paper 

Ask students to think about and discuss what makes a good citizen. What are his or her qualities, attributes, characteristics, habits, and practices?  What do good citizens do?  Have them list all the responses. 

Help students as they work in groups to generate a scenario concerning state civic issues in which citizen responsibilities are highlighted (e.g., participation in an anti-litter campaign or a campaign to save wildlife, forests, etc.). They should also articulate how good citizenship can help solve problems. Next, have students create posters with illustrations and information on their scenarios for class discussion.

*Activity 57: Good Citizen Award (CC Unit 4)  (GLEs  28, 29)

Materials List: pictures of community workers; construction paper; magazines, newspapers, or Internet

Prior to this activity, the teacher will need to collect pictures from magazines, newspapers, or the Internet that show people working in the community such as firemen, policemen, etc. Show students the pictures and have students identify the workers in the pictures and ask students how they help the community. Facilitate a classroom discussion by asking students:

· Who are the helpers in their community? 

· What do good citizens do for each other? 

· Who are community helpers? 

· What qualities should a good citizen have? 

· How does a good citizen make a community a better place? 

Provide students with a list of government leaders in the community. (i.e., mayor, judge, constable, police juror, school board member, sheriff) Ask students to explain how each helps the community. Extend this lesson by having one or more government leaders visit the classroom and speak to the students. 

Write the words responsible citizens on the board. Explain to students that they are going to create a word web. Ask students to think of ways they could help their community. Write students’ answers in the word web. Possible answers can include: working hard, keeping the community clean, keeping the community safe, obeying the laws, respecting people, and helping people. 

Begin this activity with the following RAFT (view literacy strategy descriptions) writing assignment. 


R - Newspaper reporter


A - People who vote


F - Newspaper article


T - What makes a person a good citizen. 
After students have composed their RAFTs, allow them to exchange with a partner or read to the class.  Students should listen for accuracy and logic related to citizenship in their classmates’ RAFT writing.

Have students create a Good Citizen Award. First, have students create a list of titles for their awards. Students may present awards for courage, trustworthiness, honesty, helpfulness, or patriotism. Provide students with construction paper ribbons for students to decorate for their awards. Have students write on the back of the award how their awards show good citizenship. 

Sample Assessment Items

· Teacher Made Test

· Give students a sheet of poster paper and have them design the ideal city.

· Have students write a narrative summary.

· Have students create an informative brochure.

· Provide students with pictures of different citizens completing various tasks and/or jobs. Have students explain how each make the community a better place to live.

· Have students create a list of characteristics or traits that describe a responsible citizen.

· Provide students with various state issues written on index cards. Have students take turns brainstorming solutions to the problems.

Unit 5:  Government: Louisiana and the United States and Louisiana’s Leaders

Concept 3:  The Branches and Responsibilities of State Government

GLEs

*Bolded GLEs are documented.

22 
Identify state laws and the persons responsible for making and enforcing them (Knowledge)

23
Identify the necessity of state government and how it helps meet the basic needs of society (Knowledge)

24 
Describe major responsibilities of state government (Knowledge)

25 
Identify key government positions at the state level, their powers, and limits on their powers (Knowledge)(Governor, Lieutenant Governor, Attorney General, Treasurer



26 
Explain how government officials at the state and national levels are elected 


(Knowledge)



44
Identify services provided by the state government (Knowledge)
	Guiding Questions
26. Can students describe the major 

      responsibilities of state government

      and key government positions?
22.Can students identify individuals

      responsible for making and enforcing

      state laws?
	Assessment Ideas

· TMT

· Have students create a web organizer to show understanding of the branches of government.

· Give students a sheet of poster paper and have them design the ideal city.

· Have students write a narrative summary.

· Have students create an informative brochure.



	Key Concepts

· Key state officials , their powers, and limits on their powers.
· Election of government officials at the state and national levels. 

	Recommended Vocabulary
1. Legislative                          2. Executive                  3. Judicial                    4. Government           5. Senator                               6. Senator                      7. Congress                  8. Representative       9. House of Representatives 10. Supreme Court       11. Governor                12. Limitations                 13. Agencies



	Textbook Correlation
· Harcourt p. 298-301, 303-309, 284

· LA book p142-146


Instructional Strategies

Note:  The essential activities are denoted by an asterisk and are key to the development of student understandings of each concept.  Any activities that are substituted for essential activities must cover the same GLEs to the same Bloom’s level.

*Activity 58:  The Branches of State Government (CC Unit 4) (GLEs  22, 24, 25)

Materials List: drawing paper, green construction paper, research materials (books, magazines, encyclopedias, or Internet) materials for model of landforms; page 6 BLM (Community and Landform Model Rubric)
Have each student draw a large tree with three branches on a piece of large drawing paper. Next, have students label the branches for each branch of the state government: executive, legislative, and judicial. Next, have students cut out several large leaf shapes out of green construction paper. On each leaf students should label them with the following information: the purpose of each branch of government, 2 important facts about each branch of government, the duties of a person elected to that branch of government, limits on their powers and the name of at least one person currently serving in that branch. Students may use textbooks, magazines, encyclopedias, and the Internet to search for information.  The website for Louisiana is http://www.louisiana.gov/wps/portal/.cmd/cs/.ce/155/.s/1118/_s.155/1117/_me/1117.

Activity 59: Scavenger Hunt (GLEs 22, 24, 25, 26)
Divide students into several groups and let them go on a government scavenger hunt using classroom resources and the Internet. Have available encyclopedias and reference books and a list of Internet sites for students to utilize. The following Internet sites may be used: http://www.louisiana.gov/wps/portal/.cmd/cs/.ce/155/.s/1118/_s.155/1117/_me/1117
	Government Scavenger Hunt

	Question
	Answer

	Who is the governor?
	

	What are the governor’s jobs?
	

	Where does the governor live?
	

	Who can run for governor?
	

	How long does the governor’s job last?
	

	List four roles of the governor.
	

	How is the governor elected?
	

	
	

	What is the name of your state senator?

What is the name of your state representatives?
	

	What are the jobs of the lawmakers in state Congress?
	

	Where do senators and representatives live?
	

	Where do they work?
	

	How long do their jobs last?
	

	What are their powers?
	

	What are their limitations?
	

	How are senators and representatives elected?
	

	List the key government positions of the Louisiana State Government
	


*Activity 60:  The Government Helps Everyone (CC Unit 6) (GLEs 23, 44)

Materials List: Government Services BLM, poster paper

Begin this activity with a review of the services provided by the Louisiana state government. Next, have students use the graphic organizer (view literacy strategy descriptions), Government Services BLM to create a class list of state government agencies and list them in column one on the Government Services BLM. Teachers should act as facilitators to lead students in the right direction to complete the BLM. Teachers should also create overhead transparencies of the Government Services BLM to use with this activity. Allow students the opportunity to take turns providing answers for the class BLM. Provide students the time to discuss and give reasons for their answers. See the Government Services BLM and the sample below.

	Government Agency
	Service Provided
	Who Benefits

	Police Jury


	Builds roads and bridges
	All citizens

	School Board


	
	

	Department of Transportation


	
	

	Fire Department


	
	

	Farm Service Agency


	
	

	Registar of Voters


	
	

	Post Office


	
	

	National Guard


	
	

	Soil and Water Conservation


	
	

	Housing Authority


	
	

	Town Hall


	
	

	Sheriff’s Department


	
	

	State Hospitals


	
	


Next, have students choose one governmental agency and design a poster using pictures and captions to explain why it is important. 

Activity 61:  Responsibilities of State Government (CC Unit 4) (GLE: 22)

Materials List: copies of local newspapers, State Government Graphic Organizer BLM, scissors
Have students brainstorm (view literacy strategy descriptions) a list of five to ten laws that they and their families observe on a regular basis. 

Possible responses

· Observe the speed limit.
· Wear seat belts.
· Do not carry a weapon.
· Do not possess illegal substances.
· Drive the speed limit.
· Must be 18 to vote
· Do not drink and drive.
· Must have a drivers license to drive
· Must drive on the right hand side of the road
· Children must attend school.
Teachers can find additional laws at www.legis.state.la.us/. Next, ask students who they think is responsible for making and enforcing state laws. 

Provide students with copies of local newspapers. Have students work in small groups to find and cut out articles about the state government and state laws. Create a large bulletin board for their articles. Choose several of the articles or pictures and discuss them with the students. Next, explain to students that a state government helps solve problems and is responsible for making laws. Ask the students to name the governor of Louisiana. Discuss the role of the governor. Tell students that this is the executive branch of the government, and it is responsible for enforcing the law. Explain that there are several departments that make up of this branch of government. (i.e., education, transportation, health and hospitals, public safety and corrections, natural resources) 

Continue the class discussion by explaining to students that the legislative branch of the government decides on policies and rules. This is done by making laws. Ask students if they think that laws affect everyone. Ask students if they know the two parts of the Louisiana State Legislature. Explain that the representatives and senators are elected from a certain district or areas of the state. The size of a district is based on its population. There are 39 senators and 105 representatives elected to the state legislature. Each district has to have the same population as each other district, as determined by the last census conducted in the state. 

Complete the discussion by explaining that there is a third branch to state government. It is called the judicial branch. This branch decides if laws are fair and have been carried out fairly, and tries persons accused of breaking state laws.  It includes judges and the court systems, both local and state. 

To help with student understanding, have students complete the following graphic organizer (view literacy strategy descriptions) for state government. (See BLM)

State Government Graphic Organizer

	Louisiana State Government



	What are the three branches?

	1.
	2.
	3.



	Who makes up each branch?

	1.
	2.
	3.



	What is the responsibility of each branch?

	1.
	2.
	3.


Sample Assessment Items
· Have students create a web organizer to show understanding of the branches of government.

· Give students a sheet of poster paper and have them design the ideal city.

· Have students write a narrative summary.

· Have students create an informative brochure.

· TMT
Unit 5:  Louisiana's Leaders

Concept 4:  Elections

GLEs
*Bolded GLEs are documented.


26
Explain how government officials at the state and national levels are elected  

                       (Knowledge)
	Guiding Questions
27.  Can students explain the election process of state and national government officials?
	Assessment Ideas

· Teacher Made Test

· Have students create a web organizer to show understanding of the election process.

· Have students create a campaign plan or poster.

· Give students a sheet of poster paper and have them design the ideal city with an election of ideal leaders.

· Have students write a narrative summary.

· Have students create an informative brochure.

· Activity-Specific Assessment – Activity 61


	Key Concepts

· Election of government officials at the state and national levels.

	Recommended Vocabulary
1. Candidate                             2. Ballot                              3. Campaign                 4. Majority rule     5. Minority right                      6. Run off                            7. Vote                         8. Election



	Textbook Correlation
Communities-pg 295-297


Instructional Activities

Note:  The activities marked with an asterisk are key to the development of student understandings of each concept.  Any activities that are substituted for essential activities must cover the same GLEs to the same Bloom’s level.

*Activity 62:  Election Process (Teacher-Made) (GLE 26)
Brainstorm with students how a president and governor are elected on a chart.  Then list the 5 steps in the process:

1. You are nominated to run for office.

2. You travel and campaign, letting your voters know what you will do if you are elected.

3. Polls are taken to see how you are doing.

4. People vote in an election.

5. You serve your office term and do what you said you would do.

Separate the students into groups and have them choose an activity to use to present the election process to the class (see TRSM).

	Activity-Specific Assessment

Have the students make a booklet with each page representing a step in the election process (see TRSM for strips to copy).  Have them elaborate by writing descriptions of each and draw a picture for each.  Create a rubric to grade this activity.


Sample Assessment Items

· Teacher Made Test

· Have students create a web organizer to show understanding of the election process.

· Have students create a campaign plan or poster.

· Give students a sheet of poster paper and have them design the ideal city with an election of ideal leaders.

· Have students write a narrative summary.

· Have students create an informative brochure.

· Activity-Specific Assessment – Activity 61
Name/School_________________________________
Unit No.:______________
Grade            ________________________________
Unit Name:________________

Feedback Form
This form should be filled out as the unit is being taught and turned in to your teacher coach upon completion.
	Concern and/or Activity Number
	Changes needed*
	Justification for changes 

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


* If you suggest an activity substitution, please attach a copy of the activity narrative formatted like the activities in the APCC (i.e. GLEs, guiding questions, etc.).
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