World Geography Unit 6:  North Africa and the Middle East

Comprehensive Curriculum

Concept Correlation
Unit 6:  North Africa and the Middle East
Time Frame:  Regular 3 weeks; Block 1.5 weeks
	Big Picture: (Taken from Unit Description and Student Understanding)
· TSW analyze how physical characteristics impact human activities.

· TSW analyze how physical and human / cultural characteristics impact migration. 

· TSW analyze how culture can serve as both a unifying and dividing force.
· TSW analyze the impact of economic systems and the availability of natural resources on human activities.

	Guiding Questions
	Activities

The essential activities are denoted by an asterisk.
	GLEs
	DOCUMENTATION                       

Documented GLEs

GLES 

Bloom’s Level

GLES

Date and Method of Assessment

Identify, explain, and apply the five themes of geography (Analysis)
1
Analyze or interpret a map to locate geographic information, using a variety of map elements (e.g., compass rose, symbols, distance scales, time zones, latitude, longitude) (Analysis)
3
Identify and analyze the distinguishing physical or human characteristics of a given place (e.g., landforms, precipitation, ecosystems, settlement patterns, economic activities)  (Analysis)
9
Draw conclusions about a place or area from its geographic or physical features       (Analysis)
11
Explain how topography, climate, soil, vegetation, and natural resources shape the history of a region  (Analysis)
12
Explain how location, physical features, and human characteristics of places influenced historical events (e.g., World War II, Cuban Missile Crisis, Vietnam, Middle East conflicts)  (Analysis)
13
Explain ways in which regional systems are interconnected (e.g., interstate transportation and trade, interconnecting rivers and canals) (Analysis)
14

Describe how physical, historical, and cultural characteristics give definition to a place or region (e.g., New South, Jerusalem) (Analysis)
19

Assess the role of environmental changes, economic scarcity, conflict, political developments, cultural factors, and prosperity in human migration (e.g., escape from persecution or famine, migration to the suburbs) (Analysis)
26

Compare the role that culture plays in incidents of cooperation and conflict in the present-day world  (Analysis)
31

Analyze how certain cultural characteristics can link or divide regions (e.g., language, religion, demography) (Analysis)
32

Analyze the role of differing points of view and national self-interest in disputes over territory and resources (e.g., oil, water, boundaries) (Analysis)
36

Analyze regional issues and alliances in terms of common interests related to territory and resources (e.g., oil, water, boundaries)   (Analysis)
37

Assess the ways in which unequal distribution of natural resources has led to exploration, colonization, and conflict (Analysis)
42

Analyze world or regional distribution of natural resources in terms of import need and export capacity (Analysis)
43

Analyze the relationship between a country’s standard of living and its locally accessible natural resources (e.g., the effects of oil or natural gas reserves in a region) (Analysis)
44

Describe the impact of the scarcity of natural resources (e.g., water shortage) or pollution (e.g., air, water) (Analysis)  

45

Assess the role of government in preserving natural resources and protecting the physical environment (Analysis)
46

Evaluate the effectiveness of policies and programs related to conservation and use of natural resources (Analysis)  

47

Reflections


	North Africa and the Middle East

1. Can students use various types of maps to explain geographic issues?

2. Can students identify and analyze the physical and human characteristics of a place?

3. Can students explain how physical characteristics of a place impact human activities?

4. Can students explain how physical and human / cultural characteristics impact migration?

5. Can students explain how location, physical features, and human characteristics of places have influenced historical events?

6. Can students explain how culture can serve as both a unifying and dividing force?

7. Can students explain why and how economic systems, national self-interest, and scarcity of natural resources contribute to regional tensions and cooperation?


	*Activity 1: The Physical Geography of North Africa and the Middle East

GQ: 1, 2

	1, 3, 9, 10, 11, 15, 44
	

	
	*Activity 2: Culture, Conflict, and Cooperation

GQ: 3, 4, 5

	26, 31, 32
	

	
	*Activity 3: Monotheistic Religions and the Middle East 
GQ: 5, 6

	11, 12, 13, 19, 31, 32, 36, 37
	

	
	 *Activity 4: Conflict in the Distribution of Natural Resources
GQ: 7


	14, 36, 37, 42, 43, 45, 46, 47

	


Unit 6 – North Africa and the Middle East GLEs *Bolded GLEs are assessed in this unit

	1
	Identify, explain, and apply the five themes of geography (Analysis) 

	3


	Analyze or interpret a map to locate geographic information, using a variety of map elements (e.g., compass rose, symbols, distance scales, time zones, latitude, longitude) (Analysis)

	9
	Identify and analyze the distinguishing physical or human characteristics of a given place (e.g., landforms, precipitation, ecosystems, settlement patterns, economic activities)  (Analysis)

	10
	Evaluate how location, topography, climate, natural resources, and other physical characteristics affect human activities ( e.g., cultural diversity, migration, physical features historical events, plantation, subsistence farming) or the significance of a place (Analysis)

	11
	Draw conclusions about a place or area from its geographic or physical features       (Analysis)

	12
	Explain how topography, climate, soil, vegetation, and natural resources shape the history of a region  (Analysis)

	13
	Explain how location, physical features, and human characteristics of places influenced historical events (e.g., World War II, Cuban Missile Crisis, Vietnam, Middle East conflicts)  (Analysis)

	14
	Explain ways in which regional systems are interconnected (e.g., interstate transportation and trade, interconnecting rivers and canals) (Analysis) 

	15
	Analyze world regions in terms of given characteristics (e.g., population density, natural resources, economic activities, demography) (Analysis)

	19
	Describe how physical, historical, and cultural characteristics give definition to a place or region (e.g., New South, Jerusalem) (Analysis) 

	26
	Assess the role of environmental changes, economic scarcity, conflict, political developments, cultural factors, and prosperity in human migration (e.g., escape from persecution or famine, migration to the suburbs) (Analysis) 

	31
	Compare the role that culture plays in incidents of cooperation and conflict in the present-day world  (Analysis)

	32
	Analyze how certain cultural characteristics can link or divide regions (e.g., language, religion, demography) (Analysis)

	36
	Analyze the role of differing points of view and national self-interest in disputes over territory and resources (e.g., oil, water, boundaries) (Analysis)

	37
	Analyze regional issues and alliances in terms of common interests related to territory and resources (e.g., oil, water, boundaries)   (Analysis)

	42
	Assess the ways in which unequal distribution of natural resources has led to exploration, colonization, and conflict (Analysis)

	43
	Analyze world or regional distribution of natural resources in terms of import need and export capacity (Analysis) 

	44
	Analyze the relationship between a country’s standard of living and its locally accessible natural resources (e.g., the effects of oil or natural gas reserves in a region) (Analysis) 

	45
	Describe the impact of the scarcity of natural resources (e.g., water shortage) or pollution (e.g., air, water) (Analysis)  

	46
	Assess the role of government in preserving natural resources and protecting the physical environment (Analysis)

	47
	Evaluate the effectiveness of policies and programs related to conservation and use of natural resources (Analysis)  


	Purpose/Guiding Questions:

· Can students use various types of maps to explain geographic issues?

· Can students identify and analyze the physical and human characteristics of a place?

· Can students explain how physical characteristics of a place impact human activities?

· Can students explain how physical and human / cultural characteristics impact migration?

· Can students explain how location, physical features, and human characteristics of places have influenced historical events?

· Can students explain how culture can serve as both a unifying and dividing force?

· Can students explain why and how economic systems, national self-interest, and scarcity of natural resources contribute to regional tensions and cooperation?


	Concepts and Vocabulary:

· Religion (Monotheism, Christianity, Judaism, Islam)
· Stereotype
· Terrorism

· Exploration

· Colonization

· Imperialism

· Natural Resources

· Scarcity

	Assessment Ideas:

· Charts, Graphs, Diagrams, Graphic Organizers

· Narrative writing

· Projects

· Research

· Map Test/Quiz

· Formal Test/Quiz
	Resources:

· Computer and Internet 

· United Streaming

· Maps and Atlases (political, physical, land use / resource)

· Textbooks

· LCC Literacy Strategy Descriptions (http://www.louisianaschools.net/lde/uploads/11056.doc)

· Posters, Plain paper, Markers, Crayons, Color pencils, Glue


Instructional Activities

Note:  Essential activities are key to the development of student understandings of each concept.  Substituted activities must cover the same GLEs to the same Bloom’s level.

Essential Activities: 1, 2, 3, 4 

Optional Activities:  

Activity 1:  The Physical Geography of North Africa and the Middle East

(Modified – 2008 LCC Unit 6, Activity 1)

(GLEs: 1, 3, 9, 10, 11, 15, 44) 

Students will complete an outline map of the Middle East and North Africa.  An outline 

map can be found at 

http://www.harpercollege.edu/mhealy/g101t/studygd/unit2/nafswas/nwclosed.gif  or in resources 

that accompany the textbook. The students will label all countries (including the West Bank
which serves as the Palestinian homeland, but is not a completely independent country yet) and

significant physical features (landforms and waterways).  

Discuss information about the economic activities of North Africa and the Middle East.  Have students use the completed political and physical maps as well as a land use / resource map located in textbooks and/or the Internet, to illustrate the major natural resources found in the region.  A natural resource map can be found at http://www.nationalgeographic.com/iraq/map_midEastNR.html,  http://media.maps.com/magellan/images/worldmineral.gif, or in resources that accompany the textbook. Students should make a key on their maps to show what each drawing represents.  

Extend the activity by dividing students into groups and assign each group a country in the Middle East and North Africa. Students should use the textbooks, encyclopedias, and/or the Internet to research these conflicts. The teacher may provide the students with sources containing the information if resources are not accessible for student research. Students should locate the per capita income, GDP, standard of living, quality of life, type of economy, major economic activities, and the major exports of their assigned country.  Students should be sure to include the effects of oil and natural gas reserves on the economies and standard of living in their assigned country. Have the students construct a graphic organizer (http://www.louisianaschools.net/lde/uploads/11056.doc) in which they record the information they find concerning their assigned country on a poster (See Appendix Unit 6, Activity 1). Each group will share its information with the class and then display its posters in the classroom.  During the presentations, students will check their outline map and make sure it has the correct economic activities and natural resources for each country.  After all groups have presented their information, the teacher should lead the class in a discussion about the relationship between natural resources and the standard of living in a country.

Activity 2: Culture, Conflict, and Cooperation
(Modified – 2008 LCC Unit 6, Activity 4; 2007 APCC Unit 5, Activity 29)

(GLEs: 26, 31, 32)
Discuss the historical events (e.g., creation of a Jewish homeland) of the Fertile Crescent and surrounding areas (Israel, Iran, Saudi Arabia, Syria, Egypt, Jordan, etc.). The discussion should highlight the movement and settlement of different peoples in the region over time.   

Students should brainstorm (http://www.louisianaschools.net/lde/uploads/11056.doc) how migrations, settlements, and religious movements over time contributed to the modern Palestinian/Israeli conflict.  Have students explain how occupant sequence helps to explain the root origins of cultural conflicts.  Students should consider the following:
· How do cultural forces divide peoples and create conflict? Explain.

· How do cultural forces produce cooperation in regional associations? Explain.

· What are the most powerful cultural characteristics that divide people? Explain / Justify.

· What are the most powerful cultural characteristics that unite people? Explain / Justify.

Activity 3: Monotheistic Religions and the Middle East

Part 1: Physical Geography and Human History
(Modified – 2008 LCC Unit 6, Activity 2)

(GLEs: 11, 12, 13, 19, 31, 32, 36, 37)

Geography has a profound effect on the history of a place.  Discuss the early civilizations of Egypt, Israel, and Sumer, and the three major religions (Christianity, Islam, and Judaism) share a common place of origin (the Middle East) and a common ancestry (all consider Abraham as the first prophet). Students should consider the following:

· How does geography impact the history of a place? (e.g., culture hearth)

· How and why does culture play a role in cooperation and conflict in the region?

· Why is Jerusalem so important to both the Arabs and the Jews?

· Why is culture a barrier between Israelis and the Palestinians?

· How have the different sects of the Islamic religion impacted the region?

· How do physical characteristics define Jerusalem?

· How do cultural characteristics define Jerusalem?
Part 2: Stereotypes and Islam 

(Teacher Made Activity)
(GLEs: 31, 32)
Discuss the following:

· What is a stereotype?
· What are some stereotypes commonly associated with any group of people? (e.g., blondes are ditzy)
· What are some stereotypes that other countries may have about America / Americans? (think about  culture: food, art, religion, education, etc)
· What are some stereotypes about people from North Africa and the Middle East? (e.g., all Muslims are terrorists)
View 30 Days: A Muslim in America from documentary filmmaker, Morgan Spurlock. 

Provide students with the following overview before viewing the documentary:  Islam is the second largest and fastest growing religion in the world today. The highest concentrations of Muslims live in Southwest Asia (92%), Africa (40%), Russia (39%) and Southeast Asia (29%); however, there is a substantial Muslim population in the U.S. and it continues to grow steadily. Many Americans are uninformed about the religious beliefs and practices of Islam which leads to prejudice and discrimination. In the episode of 30 Days a Christian man, named Dave, will live as a Muslim in Dearborn, Michigan for 30 Days. 

Students should consider the following as they view the video:   

· What are some common misconceptions about Muslims (as indicated in the video)? 

· What are the religious beliefs and practices of Muslims? 

· What prejudices and forms of discrimination does Dave face when he lives as a Muslim?
· Imagine that you had to live as a Muslim for 30 days. How would you have adapted and reacted to the situations that Dave was faced with? 

Activity 4:  Conflict in the Distribution of Natural Resources 
(Modified – 2008 LCC Unit 6, Activity 3; 2007 APCC Unit 5, Activity 27)

(GLEs: 14, 36, 37, 42, 43, 45, 46, 47)

Review the following terms and concepts: exploration, colonization, imperialism, natural resources, scarcity, OPEC, NATO, Arab League, Organization of African States, and the goals and policies of the aforementioned organizations. Discuss how all resources are scarce and how scarcity of any product increases its price in the marketplace. Then, discuss how the presence of oil opened to exploration areas that were desolate. Use the North Africa and Middle East natural resources map when discussing and reviewing these topics.  This map can be found at http://www.nationalgeographic.com/iraq/map_midEastNR.html, http://quakeinfo.ucsd.edu/~gabi/sio15/energy/supps/globalmap-oil.jpg, and http://media.maps.com/magellan/images/worldmineral.gif, or in resources that accompany the textbook.
Students should consider the following:

· How differing points of view (cultural differences) and national self-interest have impacted the region?

· Using maps of the region as well as other information, explain how struggles over oil and water affect the following:

· Uses of the Jordan River as an important resource for the surrounding regions

· Distribution of oil wealth as it pertains to trade and consumer resources for the region and the world

· Religious differences (within and between religions) emphasizing the different functions of the religions of Islam, Christianity, and Judaism

· What impact does territorial integrity (national interests) and/or natural resources have on alliances (e.g., OPEC, NATO, Arab League, Organization of African States)?

· How do these organizations affect environments, living conditions, land formations, and conservation in our world today?

Name/School_________________________________
Unit No.:______________

Grade            ________________________________
Unit Name:________________

Feedback Form

This form should be filled out as the unit is being taught and turned in to your teacher coach upon completion.
	Concern and/or Activity Number
	Changes needed*
	Justification for changes 

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


* If you suggest an activity substitution, please attach a copy of the activity narrative formatted like the activities in the APCC (i.e. GLEs, guiding questions, etc.).
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